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Summer skating at Valonia Reserve
The Valonia Reserve Skatepark in New 
Windsor is expected to be completed in time 
for locals to drop in for an end of summer skate.
“We’ve transformed this area in the past couple 
of months. The design and construction of 
the skatepark has been first class for the local 
community to enjoy,” says Project Engineer,  
Olly Burton.
The skatepark takes inspiration from Auckland’s 
underlying volcanic fields and reflects a volcanic 
lava flow starting in a crater (bowl) at its highest 
point before running through series of volcanic 
coloured terraces and skateable features such 
as bowls, banks, quarter pipes and rails. 
The original design was completed by the Well-
Connected Alliance, together with Auckland 
Council and the local skating community. It was 
then developed further by Conivc, an Australian 
firm and a global leader in design of skatepark 
and youth recreational facilities internationally. 
The intermediate to advanced level skatepark 
has been built at the junction of Valonia 
Street and Richardson Road alongside the 
Southwestern Shared Path and the State 
Highway 20 extension, and also includes the 
construction of a half-court basketball court 
designed to match the volcanic theme.
The opening of the Valonia Reserve Skatepark 
is planned for next month, with residents and 
stakeholders to be invited to attend this event. The skatepark takes inspiration from Auckland’s underlying volcanic fields.

The intermediate to advanced level skatepark has been built at the junction of Valonia Street and Richardson Road.



Celebrating Waterview’s 
heritage area
The rejuvenation of a heritage area at 
Waterview Reserve will certainly delight history 
buffs when it opens to the public this year. 
A large Cornish boiler that was used to power a 
Vicker’s steam engine for the Garrett Brother’s 
19th century tannery at Te Auaunga (Oakley 
Creek), will greet visitors to the area just south 
of the heritage bridge. 
The boiler has been restored and preserved 
by the Well-Connected Alliance and sits on 
a concrete plinth on the southern end of the 
heritage bridge.
“We’re extremely proud to deliver this work 
which has includes a new heritage style bridge, 
cycling and walking connections, and the 
preservation of unique archaeological elements 
which celebrate Oakley Creek and its history, 
“says Project Engineer, Patrick Gibbs.
“The majority of construction is completed 
however there is still some minor work to be 
carried out there and above on the motorway 
ramps before people can access the area.” 
The heritage area is the fourth stage of the 
Waterview Reserve redevelopment, which 
has seen a new playground, BMX Track and 
Skatepark constructed for the enjoyment of 
locals and travellers from all corners of the 
Auckland region.

Widening SH20 to accommodate for extra traffic
Work to widen the SH20 alignment by adding  
an extra southbound lane continues to move 
ahead successfully.
The addition of a third lane between Maioro 
Road and Hillsborough Road will help to 
accommodate for the increased volume of traffic 
using the tunnel when it opens in April 2017.
“Our team is doing a great job on this part of the 
project,” says Project Engineer, Dan Trotman.

“We expect to have this lane ready for use 
by the time tunnel opens to keep moving 
seamlessly along SH20 as well as providing 
safer exit lanes to off-ramps.”
Helping the team stay on course for this opening 
has been a series of night work throughout 
December which has enabled a temporarily switch 
traffic to part of a new lane while they work on 
extending the signage gantry near Dominion Road.

More night work is expected to take place over 
the next two months as the team will be carrying 
out more civils, subgrade and trenching work 
prior to opening. This will start with weekend 
closures at Dominion Road southbound 
off-ramp in late January. Residents and local 
stakeholders will be notified of these works by 
our Stakeholder and Communications team.

The heritage area is the fourth stage of the Waterview Reserve redevelopment.

An extra southbound lane will accommodate for extra traffic out of the Waterview tunnels.



Construction of the ventilation stack on Great North Road is complete.

BACK TO NORMAL AT  
GREAT NORTH ROAD
There will be changes next week to Great North Road  
at Waterview. 
In mid-January, the existing chicane or bend near the service 
station will be removed and the road restored to its normal 
straight alignment. At the same time, the 30kph speed limit 
through the chicane will be lifted and the 50kph limit reinstated. 
The road will remain open during the reinstatement work, 
although traffic may be managed through a single lane at times. 
The work is weather dependent. 
The realignment of the road is related to the NZ Transport 
Agency’s adjoining Waterview Connection project. The chicane 
was created so that a ventilation tunnel could be built below 
Great North Road to carry exhaust air from the Waterview  
tunnel to a vent stack sitting behind the service station.

Native plants to bloom  
at Valonia Wetlands
Thousands of native plants in and around the 
Valonia Wetlands are set to bloom this year  
as part of the project’s planting programme  
to restore this area.
Approximately 74,000 native plants were 
planted in the southern end of the project last 
winter, including native flax and long grasses 
along the footpaths and riparian zone of Oakley 
Creek. These plants will help improve the water 
quality from running off into the Creek. 
Also a range of amenity trees including totara 
and kahikatea have been planted which will grow 
to a large size to provide shade.
“Plants have been eco-sourced, which means 
the plants were specially grown from seeds 
collected from the Tamaki district. These plants 
are better suited to local conditions and help to 
maintain the area’s unique local characteristics,” 
says Site Engineer, Emma Mannion. 
“The plants will provide a lush, greenery for people 
to enjoy while passing through this area. We’ve 
already seen several pied stilts, ducks, pukekos 
and other birds exploring this new habitat.” Valonia Wetlands alongside State Highway 20, New Windsor.



freephone 0508 TUNNEL (88 66 35)
project website www.nzta.govt.nz/waterviewconnection

follow the project on facebook www.facebook.com/AliceTBM
watch videos on youtube www.youtube.com/wcnow

Contact us at info@wellconnected.co.nz if you would like to receive Project Updates by email

• Night time lane closures on Great North 
Road to switch it back to its straight 
alignment and set up the layout for the 
construction of a bus lane.

• There will be full motorway closures at night 

on SH16 eastbound between Patiki Road and 
St Lukes Road and westbound between St 
Lukes and Great North Road

• Full closures at night on SH20 between 
Maioro Street and Hillsborough interchange 

as part of the widening works for the 
Waterview Connection project. 

• Upcoming weekend closures on SH20 of the 
Dominion Road south bound off-ramp for 20 
– 22 January and 27 – 31 January (TBC)

ROAD CLOSURES AND TRAFFIC CHANGES

Kukuwai Park taking shape
A new park in Owairaka will provide local people 
with a space to sharpen their sporting skills.
Kukuwai Park, named by the Whau and Albert-
Eden Local Boards after public consultation, 
has quickly taken shape over the past couple of 
months.
Situated on the northern side of State Highway 
20, a sporting field will get local people out of 
the house to throw a ball around, kick a few 
goals or to exercise.
“This area had previously been as a base for our 
tunnels team during Alice TBM’s journey,” says 
Project Engineer, Sunil Punwani.
“It’s been transformed to include a carpark and 
training field for local people and sports teams 
to utilise, with a shared path surrounding it for 
cyclists and walkers to get around.”
Access to Kukuwai Park will be from Barrymore 
Road for vehicles, with cyclists and walkers 
also able to enter from Richardson Road before 
continuing to Te Whitinga over SH20.
Construction at Kukuwai Park is expected to be 
completed over the next two months.


