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Police conduct roadside

weighup of overweight

vehicle

Vehicle exceeds permit

weights and permit is

breached?

Operator is allowed to

continue journey

Is operator able to

adjust load to meet

permit weights?

Operator applies to

Transit for new permit for

entire journey at higher

weights

Police revalidate permit at the

roadside and the operator is

allowed to continue the journey at

the original permit weights

Operator continues journey at

higher permit weights

Transit issues permit at

higher weights

Operator required

to offload

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

NZTA 

NZTA 
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Police issue infringement 

notice(s) resulting from the 

breach of original overweight 

permit

Operator obtains information from 

NZTA covering whole journey and 

submits to Police Infringement 

Bureau

Would new conditions have been 

imposed either prior to revalidation of 

the permit or on the new permit? 

Minor breach

Overloading 

infringement is waived

Major breach

Infringement fees are 

applied

No

Yes
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Getting BESS Registered - Companies 

Company formally applies to 

Regional Office for entry to 

Register

Regional Office completes CVIU 

and Consultant checks. Sends 

Company information on 

procedure that will be followed 

and lists timeframes involved.

 Background checks to be 

completed within one month from 

receipt of application letter

Regional Office rejects 

company’s entry to Register

Sends letter to Company 

outlining the  reasons

No

Company goes on six month 

Company Trial Period

No

Company accepted to Register 

Yes

Company completes Company 

Trial Period without BESS 

incident 

Regional Office accepts Company 

as suitable for entry to BESS 

Register under Company Trial 

Period provision

Sends letter to Company 

PIO recommends full acceptance 

to Register to Commercial Vehicle 

Policy Manager 

Upon acceptance the Regional 

Office informs Company by letter  

of full entry to BESS Register

Start

Company Trial Period - six month trial after which Company is accepted to 

Register

Company passes Background 

Checks?
Yes
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Company applies to NZTA 

Regional Office with full 

details of drivers they intend 

to put through BESS ITO 

Qualification 

Getting BESS Registered - Drivers 

Regional Office conducts 

background checks with CVIU

Driver undergoes 

BESS assessment

No

Yes

No

Yes

Applicant rejected - 

Company advised.  

Right of appeal for CVIU 

decline

Company refers driver to  

endorsed BESS assessor

NZTA Regional Office supplies 

company with list of approved 

drivers who pass the 

background checks

ITO provides list of BESS Unit 

Standard qualified drivers to 

NZTA National Office

NZTA National Office adds ITO 

qualified drivers to BESS 

Register for six month Trial 

Period & issues letter of 

provisional authorisation

Start

Driver Trial Period - six month trial 

after which Driver is accepted to 

Register

NZTA National Office upgrades 

database and issues Driver BESS 

ID Card for period of five years

Driver Appeal - Procedure not 

shown here.  Involves 

application to NZTA National 

Office.

Driver on ex-

Transit register?

Yes

No

Driver meets 

criteria?

Driver completes 

trial without 

breach?
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Breaches of Bridge Self Supervision Requirements

First Offence 

by driver?

Driver suspended from 

Register for three months- 

must resit BESS Test with 

PIO within three months 

to stay on. 

Yes

Driver removed from 

Register - Company 

informed 

No

Driver returned to 

Register. Offence recorded 

on Register as First 

Offence

Driver fails resit with PIO

Driver passes resit with PIO

Bridge Supervision 

Offence detected  

Company placed on six 

month  Probation Period

Yes

Yes

Company removed from 

Register. 

Transit Regional Manager has 

discretion to revoke existing 

Overweight Permits and refuse 

Overweight Permit applications

Yes

Company

Driver holds 

BESS?
Driver

Major Breach of Permit. 

Transit Regional Manager 

has discretion to revoke 

existing Overweight 

Permits and refuse 

Overweight Permit 

applications

No

No

Probation Period 

removed - Company 

informed. 

No

Company holds BESS?

Has there been a further 

BESS Breach within 

Probation Period?

Start

Probation Period - six month period where company has opportunity to prove incident was a one-off 

without being removed from Register.

Breaches of Overweight Permit excluding bridge supervision apply only to the company.

Is this the first time the 

company has had a BESS 

Breach reported

Yes

No

Transit Regional Manager 

has discretion to revoke 

existing Overweight 

Permits and refuse 

Overweight Permit 

applications

NZTA 

NZTA 

NZTA 
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