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Tolling motorcycles – what do you think?

Northern Gateway Toll Road facts

• Extends the Northern Motorway (SH1) north from Orewa to Puhoi

• New Zealand’s first fully electronic toll road

• Open since January 2009

EVERYONE WHO USES THE TOLL ROAD enjoys the benefits of the straighter, quicker route 

Everyone who uses the toll road enjoys the 
benefits of the straighter, quicker route. 
Motorcyclists equally benefit from the 
shorter travel time, safer motorway and fuel 
cost savings.

Up until now, motorcyclists have not been 
charged to use New Zealand’s first fully 
electronic toll road. However, the NZTA 
is considering whether it will be fairer for 
everyone if a toll is charged to motorcyclists 
when they use the road as well. The toll is 
likely to be the same as for other motorists. 
This is currently set at $2 each way.  

The purpose of this document is to consult 
with the public on whether motorcyclists 
should be charged a toll if they choose to 
use the toll road. After considering the 
results from this consultation, the NZTA 
will make a decision on whether to toll 
motorcycles and if so, what would be the 
appropriate toll. This decision is expected to 
be made early next year. 

Anyone can make a submission, whether 
you are a motorcyclist, a regular motorist, 
or just someone who wishes to contribute 
to this consultation. 

The NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) would like to hear your views on whether motorcyclists should pay a toll to 
use the toll road, just like other motorists.



A popular gateway to the north
Within the first six months of opening, the toll road was the preferred route north for almost 2 million 
vehicles. Of this 25,000 were motorcycles which is around one percent of all traffic. In comparison, around 
700,000 vehicles chose to take the free route via Orewa during the same period.

Benefits of the toll road
Improved and consistent travel times  •	
(a typical weekday travel time has been reduced by eight minutes 
for a single trip or by 50 percent between Silverdale and Puhoi)

More direct and safer travel between Auckland and Northland•	

Bypasses normal congestion spots•	

A straighter road with safer passing •	

Finishing the Northern Motorway
To enable early completion and opening of the toll road so motorists 
could enjoy the benefits sooner, the NZTA borrowed half of the 
construction costs. The revenue that is collected from tolling is used 
to repay this debt. When the debt is repaid, the toll will be removed. 

Charging motorcyclists to use the road will contribute to repaying 
the debt. The toll collection system has been designed to be used 
by all road users and can capture the information from all legal 
registration plates.

Free route
Everyone can still choose between using the toll road or the free 
route via Orewa. It doesn’t cost anything to use the free route and 
you can access it by exiting SH1 via Waiwera or Silverdale.
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How much are tolls at the 
moment?

$2.00 each way - for cars, 
light vehicles under 3.5 
tonnes

$4.00 each way - for trucks, 
heavy vehicles over 3.5 
tonnes 

$0.00 motorcycles 
(subject to review)

There is no additional 
charge for towing a 
caravan or trailer

Northern Gateway Toll Road and existing free route



Have your say
The NZTA would like to know what you think about whether motorcyclists should be charged to use the toll road, just like other motorists. 
Your views are important and we encourage everyone who has an interest to give their comments including motorcyclists, motorists and other 
members of the public.

What will the NZTA do with your comments?
We will acknowledge all submissions received.  The comments from these submissions will be considered and recorded. The information will 
be reported to the NZTA Board who will consider and then make a decision on whether to toll motorcycles and if so, what the appropriate toll 
would be. 

How to reply
For your convenience, we have provided the attached form to help you give us your comments.

Please fill out and return your completed form by Friday 27 November 2009. 

You can post your form to:•	

		  NZTA tolling consultation

			  PO Box 47 792, Ponsonby

		  Auckland 1144

You can download the form online:	•	 www.nzta.govt.nz/consultation/   

You can email the form to:	•	 motorcyclistconsultation@nzta.govt.nz

Or you can fax the form to:	 09 307 3936•	

Talk to the NZTA 
at a hearing 
session 
If you wish to make your comments in 
person, indicate this on your comment 
form. Depending on the amount of 
interest, hearing sessions will be held 
after the closing date for submissions, 
Friday 27 November 2009. We will 
contact you to let you know the exact 
date, time and venue for the hearing 
session closer to the time.

Want to know more?
For more information please contact:

Phone: 0800 40 20 20

Email: motorcyclistconsultation@nzta.govt.nz

www.nzta.govt.nz/consultation/

APPROACHING THE TUNNELS on the Northern Gateway Toll Road 



Name:

Organisation (if representing on behalf):

Postal address:	

Suburb:

City:	 Postcode:

Daytime phone number:	 Mobile phone number:

Email:

Preferred method of contact:    Post  /  Email   (Please circle)

Thank you for taking the time to let us know what you think.

Do you think motorcyclists benefit from using the safer, quicker route of the Northern Gateway Toll Road? 

	 Yes	 No

My comments are:

Do you think motorcyclists should pay a toll to use the Northern Gateway Toll Road, the same as other motorists? 

	 Yes	 No

My comments are:

Tick any boxes that apply to you:

I would like to give my comments in person during a hearings session

I am not a motorcyclist but am interested in this issue because

Please return your completed form by Friday 27 November 2009.

Comment form
The NZTA wants to know your views on whether motorcyclists should be charged to use the Northern 
Gateway Toll Road. 	


