
Western Corridor

What is the 
Western 
Corridor?

The Western Corridor (SH1) connects 
the northern and southern Canterbury 
areas with Christchurch International 
Airport, and runs between Belfast in 
the north and the large industrial area 
at Hornby in the south. Most of the 
traffic on the corridor is heading to 
and from Hornby or the airport, with 
only around 10% of the traffic 
travelling further to the south.

The focus of the project is to four-lane 
SH1 from The Groynes to the centre 
of Hornby and provide a bypass of 
Belfast. Selected intersection 
improvements are programmed along 
this route.

Why is the  
four-laning of the Western 
Corridor needed?

Around 37,000 vehicles per day, among the highest for any road in 
Canterbury, use Main North Road through Belfast to enter and exit 
Christchurch. This number of vehicles, and in particular the trucks 
and heavy vehicles using the road, discourage walking and cycling 
and restrict public transport. As traffic volumes grow, congestion will 
become worse and safety and public health concerns will increase 
around the Main North Road/Belfast Area.

Further along the corridor, increased commercial and industrial 
activity, particularly in Hornby and at the airport, is creating more 
traffic and congestion at peak times. There is insufficient capacity in 
the existing two-lane road to absorb further traffic growth. To ensure 
businesses based outside Christchurch are able to get their goods to 
and from the airport, the current road requires upgrading to reduce 
congestion and improve safety.

What are the benefits of the 
Western Corridor 
improvements?

For traffic travelling through Belfast to the airport and Hornby, 
congestion and travel times will be reduced.

For the Belfast community, an estimated 17,000 fewer vehicles per 
day on Main North Road will improve the safety and quality of life for 
Belfast residents. The decrease in traffic volumes will make walking 
and cycling much safer and more attractive and provide greater 
scope for public transport improvements. Improvements to air 
quality and noise reduction are also expected.

For city businesses and residents travelling to the airport, 
improvements to the intersection at Memorial Avenue and Russley 
Road will improve safety and speed up travel.
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What will improving the Western Corridor involve?

 There are five distinct sections to the upgrading of the 
Western Corridor. From the north travelling south these 
are:

The Western Belfast Bypass is a new two-lane, median •	
separated road bypassing Belfast and running from the 
Northern Motorway to join Johns Road south of the 
entrance to The Groynes.

The existing two-lane Johns Road between The •	
Groynes and Sawyers Arms Road will be upgraded to a 
four-lane, median separated road with roundabouts at 
the Wilkinsons/Greywacke Road and Clearwater 
intersections.

Russley Road will be four-laned from Sawyers Arms •	
Road to Wairakei Road, with a raised median. 

The existing two-lane section of Russley Road between •	
Wairakei Road and Yaldhurst Road will be upgraded to 
a four-lane median separated road and will include an 
upgrade to the Memorial/Russley Road intersection.

Masham and Carmen roads between Yaldhurst Road •	
and Waterloo Road is currently a two-lane road and will 
become a four-laned, median separated road.

 

What stage is the project 
at?

Each of the five sections of the Western Corridor is at a different phase of development. Construction will commence on Russley Road (the 
Wairakei Road to Yaldhurst Road section) in September 2010.

The Western Belfast Bypass is currently in the investigation stage. Preliminary design and consultation continues throughout 2010. 

Johns Road (from The Groynes to Sawyers Arms Road) is in the design and consultation phase, as is the Sawyers Arms Road to the  
Wairakei Road section and the Carmen and Masham roads section (between Yaldhurst and Waterloo roads). 

Visit the NZ Transport Agency website: at www.nzta.govt.nz or call our contact centre on 0800 699 000.

Want to know more?
Information on this Christchurch roads of national significance project is available at the NZ Transport Agency website www.nzta.govt.nz. 
When projects reach consultation stages, the relevant information will be online for residents and interested parties to make submissions.

The NZ Transport Agency produces Christchurch roads of national significance project update newsletters. If you would like to receive these, 
fill in the online form at the website and indicate whether you’d like to receive an e-newsletter or be posted a printed newsletter. You can also 
remove yourself from the mailing list at the website.


