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Traffic moving onto the Expressway

The Cambridge section will reach a major milestone in March with 
Pickering Road underbridge being the first bridge open to Expressway 
traffic. 

State Highway 1 (SH1) between Tamahere interchange and Duncan 
Road will open in March 2015, meaning traffic will switch over to the 
new alignment and a new cycleway link between Strawberry Fields Lane 
and Hautapu Road will open. The change will happen overnight so there 
is less disruption to SH1 traffic. 

A speed limit of 50km/h will initially be in place to allow for new 
chipseal to bed in and will then become 80km/h until the project is 
completed. Tamahere Drive was closed from 16 February 2015 to allow 
for reconstruction of the new local road connecting Pickering and 
Pencarrow Roads to SH1 via the existing Tamahere interchange.

HEB and the NZ Transport Agency  would like to thank the community 
for their patience as traffic is transferred to the new alignment and 
speed restrictions are in place. 

First major milestone

Pickering Road underbridge - first bridge open to Expressway trafficAerial view of the Pickering Road area looking south
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Young students in the Waikato are putting 
their gardening skills to the test contributing 
to the landscaping on the Cambridge section 
of the Waikato Expressway. 

A number of schools are involved in planting 
seedlings for the project. Tamahere Model 
Country School is planting oaks, locally 
sourced from the area, and Hautapu school 
have kowhai seedlings underway. Together 
they will contribute to the near 365,000 
plants forming the landscape design on 
parts of the Cambridge section project. The 
children planted the seedlings in August last 
year and will be able to plant their trees in a 
school planting day being planned for later 
this year. 

Community involvement: school planting

Tamahere and Hautapu School pupils planting their seedlings
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Peake Road overbridge is open

Karapiro Gully 
viaduct 
The Karapiro Gully viaduct is 
progressing well  with the project 
team working hard through the 
summer months. Almost half of the 
approximate 1100 tonnes of steel 
used to form the base of the deck has 
been placed and the team are working 
towards a projected completion date 
of late July 2015.

Once all the steel is in place, out to 
the central pier, the team can start to 
place the concrete deck panels at the 
northern abutment (end support) to 
the northern intermediate pier. In 
total there are 104 (250mm thick)
precast panels placed along the very 
outside of the bridge deck and 520 
(100mm thick) pre-stressed panels 
placed along the rest of the bridge. 
Steel reinforcing is then placed and 
150mm thick concrete poured. 

Once the concrete is set, expansive 
modular deck joints are installed at 
each end of the bridge. These deck 
joints allow the bridge deck to expand 
and retract with changes in 
temperature and weight of vehicles 
on the bridge. The supplier of the 
deck joints sends their technical 
expert from Sweden to supervise the 
installation.

Quick facts
• There are 156 panels being used 

per 50m of bridge
• The total thickness of the deck is 

250mm
• Total volume of concrete on the 

deck is approximately 1,185 cubic 
metres

• Total weight of concrete deck is 
approximately 2,960 tonne

• Deck reinforcing (excluding 
reinforcing already in the panels) is 
approximately 380 tonne

Karapiro Gully viaduct—looking up at northern 
abutment and intermediate pier

Mana whenua representative Poto Davis, unveiling the name of the bridge

Peake Road overbridge was the first of eight bridges to be 
completed on the Cambridge section. It includes a shared 
pathway suitable for pedestrians, cyclists and horses to use. 

On Wednesday 14 January 2015,  the bridge was blessed by iwi and given its official name ‘Te 
Ara O Te Waharoa’ (the pathway of Te Waharoa). The bridge was then open to traffic on Friday 
16 January.

The bridge was given its name as it is located close to the area where Te Waharoa and his 
people would gather to meet and discuss matters of the day. With the location of at least three 
large pa sites in the immediate area, there was frequent use of these traditional walking tracks. 

Since the open day, which was attended by neighbours and council staff, the wide footpath has 
been well used by the community for both walking and riding horses over. 
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Bridge programme update

With a large and complex project like this, project 
managers are continually reviewing the work 
schedule based on technical complexity, 
unforeseen events, weather, geotechnical matters 
and resourcing staff and machinery. With eight 
bridges to build, work began first on the most 
complex, the Karapiro Gully viaduct. Below is an 
updated construction schedule.

Victoria Road interchange 
update
Victoria Road interchange is described as the gateway 
into Cambridge and aims to foster a sense of place and 
arrival. In February 2015, the Victoria Road interchange 
reached a project milestone where the main alignment 
beams were lifted into place. To do this, Victoria Road 
was closed temporarily over two nights and traffic was 
diverted via the north facing entry and exit ramps. 

Over the coming months, works will keep moving 
forward with completion of the bridge, pavement on the 
entry and exit ramps, and aligning Victoria Road to its 
permanent arrangement.  

The concept for landscaping around the interchange has 
been developed with the use of structured rows of 
exotic trees adjacent to the entry and exit ramps, as well 
as the natural planting of the Expressway 
embankments, as a means of highlighting the gateway 
concept. 

JANUARY - 
MARCH 2015

Pickering Rd 
underbridge

Access to SH1 opened on 29 
Aug 2014. Main alignment 
traffic over it early March 
2015.

APRIL 2014 - 
JULY 2015

Northern 
interchange

On schedule to complete end 
of July 2015.

MARCH 2014 - 
JANUARY 2015

Peake Rd 
overbridge

Completed before schedule. 
Open to traffic January 2015.

SEPTEMBER 2014 
- MAY 2015

Victoria Rd 
interchange

On schedule to complete end 
of May 2015.

MARCH 2014 -  
JUNE 2015

Swayne Rd 
overbridge

Progressing well and on track 
to complete end of May 2015. 
On schedule to open to traffic 
June 2015.

APRIL 2014 -  
FEBRUARY 2015

Thornton Rd 
overbridge

Completed before schedule. 
Open to traffic February 2015.

DECEMBER 2013 - 
JULY 2015

Karapiro 
Gully viaduct

Targeted completion end of 
July 2015.

MARCH 2014 -  
MARCH 2015

Southern 
interchange

On schedule to complete end 
of March 2015.

Late night works on the Victoria Road interchange lifting beams into place
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For enquiries or information  
regarding the Cambridge Section 
of the Waikato Expressway. 

Our contact details

KELLIE ELLIS
HEB Stakeholder and 
Communications Manager
Phone: 0800 WAIKEXP 
        (0800 924 539)
Email: kellie.ellis@heb.co.nz

Visitor Centre
129 Victoria Road
Open hours: 9am - 3pm
Mon - Fri (except on public holidays)

Follow us on facebook

www.facebook.com/waikatoexpressway

www.nzta.govt.nz/rons 
www.nzta.govt.nz/waikato-expressway 
www.nzta.govt.nz/cambridge

For further information online visit: 

NICOLA MARTIN
Communications and
Stakeholder Liaison
Waikato Expressway
Phone: 07 958 7260
Mobile: 027 292 8076
Email: nicola.martin@nzta.govt.nz

Visitor Centre update
The Visitor Centre is your first stop to keep updated on what's happening on 
site. Watch the  Karapiro Gully viaduct live from our on site camera, read up on 
some interesting facts in the posters or check out what we have on display in the 
archaeology cabinet. Information is updated six monthly along with a bi-monthly 
video presentation.

New in the archaeology cabinet

The archaeology team have 
been working with iwi to 
protect historic sites and 
recover artefacts found on 
site. The archaeology cabinet 
in the Visitor Centre displays 
a few of the items found along 
the Cambridge section of the 
Expressway. From top to 
bottom below;

Prehistoric mauri stone: found in a 
prehistoric gardening site near Swayne 
Road. These stones were placed in areas by 
Maori for protection and to encourage 
prosperity and was likely placed to 
encourage growth.

Prehistoric adze or toki: found near 
Appleby Road, this adze or toki, is a 
prehistoric tool with a sharpened edge that 
was used by Maori to carve wood. 

Archaeological landfill: example of 
pre-1900 bottles found from an old rubbish 
dump site on Thornton Road. These 
examples show two beer bottles, most 
likely used for home-brewing beer, along 
with two smaller bottles most likely used 
for holding medicines in a pre-1900’s 
European household.
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Expressway overview
The Cambridge section is part of the larger 
Waikato Expressway programme of work. The 
Waikato Expressway is one of seven Roads of 
National Significance for New Zealand.

Sections update:

• Longswamp - Construction 2016-2018

• Rangiriri - Under construction, opens late 2016

• Huntly - Construction 2015-2019

• Ngaruawahia - Opened December 2013

• Te Rapa - Opened December 2012

• Hamilton - Construction 2016-2019

• Cambridge - Under construction, opens late 
2016

waikato expressway: A roAd of nAtionAl significAnce

Find out more at www.nzta.govt.nz/waikatoexpressway
Keep up to date at www.facebook.com/waikatoexpressway

Thames

Pukekohe

Tuakau

Meremere

Te Kauwhata

Rangiriri

Huntly

Taupiri

Ngaruawahia
Morrinsville

Hamilton

Cambridge

Ohaupo

Pirongia

Raglan

Te Awamutu

WAIKATO RIVER

11.0km

1

2

2

27

26

23

39

3

1

25

22

25

Hamilton urban Area

Completed sections
Territorial authority boundary 
Existing state highway
Other roads

1B

 

 

Longswamp 5.9km 
Construction 2016–18

rangiriri 4.8km 
Under construction. Opens late 2016

te rapa 7.3km 
Opened Dec 2012

cambridge 16km 
Under construction. 
Opens late 2016

tamahere 2.4km

hamiLton 21.8km 
Construction 2016–19

ngaruawahia 12.3km 
Opened December 2013

huntLy 15.2km 
Construction 2015–19

mercer 11.0km 

pokeno 11.6km 

ohinewai 7.0km 
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