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Ōtaki to North of Levin

How to provide your feedback
Your views are important to help us refine our proposals. Please let 
us know what you think – talk to us at one of our open days, or send 
feedback via our website or in writing. The open day dates, times and 
contact information is on the back page. 

We’ll update you again in early 2014 with a summary of this feedback 
and any decisions.

Wellington Northern Corridor
Roads of National Significance

Transport outcomes
The Wellington Northern Corridor aims to significantly 
improve safety and efficiency for SH1 users and the wider 
regional network. This year we have had a timely reminder 
that we need to build resilience into our transport network 
so it can withstand vicious weather and changing ground 
conditions if a major earthquake were to strike.

The good news is that when the Wellington Northern 
Corridor is completed we will have certainty that help 
can get to us more quickly. We know that projects like 
Transmission Gully will reconnect Wellington to the rest 
of New Zealand sooner and, like the Peka Peka to Ōtaki 
section, will be able to withstand more severe flooding.

This is more than just investing in roads for cars, because 
it is part of our approach to funding transport needs. It 
supports the movement of goods to market, helps make 
your community more liveable by making it more accessible, 
improves the road for pedestrians and cyclists and allows 
you greater choice over how you travel because you can 
more easily drive, get to a bus or train or feel safer about 
walking and cycling.

Since our last update, we’ve looked in more detail at the changes 
that could be made through the Manakau and Ohau Townships, 
considered other options for the SH1 and SH57 routes between Ohau 
and south of Levin and investigated the potential for a Levin Bypass.

This work is part of our staged approach to achieving a long-term 
goal of four-laning SH1 between Ōtaki and Levin. 

Our current focus is improving safety and efficiency at:

•	 Forest	Lakes

•	 Manakau

•	 Manakau	to	Ohau	Bridges

•	 Ohau

•	 Ohau	to	south	Levin

•	 Levin

•	 Waitarere	Curves

•	 Whirokino	Trestle

Our plans for Manakau and Ohau are now firmer; you can find more 
details on pages 2 and 3 about these proposals. Details about our 
work on a Levin Bypass are on page 6, including our assessment of 
its need versus its impact.

For	the	Ohau	to	south	of	Levin	section,	we	have	revised	proposals	
for a new SH1/SH57 link road. We considered a number of new 
routes and have two main options with one clear preference. 
These new or revised routes take on board your feedback from 
consultation in May 2013. See pages 4 and 5 for more information. 

We are making progress on the Ōtaki to north of Levin section of the Wellington Northern 
Corridor. We’re almost ready to make firm decisions on route options, so we’d like to update you 
on our progress and get your input before final decisions are made. 

Issue 
 November  2013
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Manakau
Earlier this year, we explained the issues 
that people face when using SH1 through the 
township. 

Since May, we have been developing options 
and recommendations that build on our earlier 
feasibility investigations. We’ve identified a 
package of improvements, concentrating on 
short-term safety and traffic management 
benefits while maintaining our long-term plan 
of creating a four-lane highway.

The key issues to be addressed by our 
improvement work are:

•	 	High	speeds	through	the	township	that	
create safety issues and conflict with the 
township identity 

•	 	The	southbound	passing	lane	being	
incompatible with the north end of the 
township

•	 	Not	having	pedestrian	and	cycling	facilities

•	 	The	way	side	roads	affect	SH1

•	 	Heavy	vehicle	traffic	movements	
conflicting with local traffic movements

•	 	Issues	with	trains	stopping	in	the	train	
passing bay and blocking Mokena Kohere 
Street

•	 	Roadside	hazards.

What we are proposing
To address the safety issues along this section 
of SH1, we are still proposing to:

•	 	Reduce	the	speed	limit	to	80km/h	through	
the township

•	 	Install	treatments	at	either	end	of	the	
township to identify to drivers that they 
are	entering	a	different	speed	environment

•	 	Widen	SH1	and	create	a	painted	median	
strip with a wider road edge which will 
provide more space for cyclists and for 
vehicles turning to and from intersections 
and driveways

•	 	Remove	the	southbound	passing	lane,	
which ends north of Manakau

•	 	Restrict	right	turns	at	the	SH1	intersection	
with the railway underpass link and 
redirect right turning traffic to the safer 
intersection of Mokena Kohere Street

•	 	Provide	a	footpath	on	the	western	side	of	
SH1 between just north of Waikawa Beach 
Road	and	south	of	the	township

•	 	Provide	a	pedestrian	refuge	opposite	the	
dairy to provide a safer crossing point for 
pedestrians.

What has changed?
After listening to your feedback we have decided not to close the railway underpass 
to all traffic at this time. You have highlighted how important this connection is at 
present if Mokena Kohere Street is blocked, particularly for emergency purposes. We 
may revisit this decision in the longer term when, or if, the train passing bay is moved. 
We	are	in	discussions	with	KiwiRail	about	this.	

We are no longer planning to alter the Mokena Kohere Street intersection to provide 
greater separation between SH1 and the railway following your feedback. We carried 
out a survey which indicated that the number of heavy vehicles using the intersection 
was not high enough to need the alteration. The lower speed environment and 
keeping the railway underpass will ensure access to Manakau will be safer in future.

Is there anything else we should know before we make a decision to 
progress this work in Manakau? 
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Ohau
The issues through Ohau Township are very similar 
to those faced in Manakau. We previously proposed 
a new road connection between SH1 and SH57. Our 
revised proposals for this connection are detailed 
on the next two pages, with our proposals for Ohau 
Township outlined below.

A key consideration through Ohau is how to 
improve safety for SH1 users and maintain local 
network connections to and across SH1 through the 
township. 

We have identified a general package of 
improvements, concentrating on short-term safety 
and traffic management benefits while maintaining 
our long-term plan of creating a four-lane highway.

The key issues to be addressed by our improvement 
work are:

•	 	High	speeds	through	the	township	that	create	
safety issues and conflict with the township 
identity

•	 	A	short	northbound	passing	lane	leading	into	
township

•	 	Limited	pedestrian	and	cycling	facilities

•	 	Multiple	side	roads	and	a	high	number	of	
vehicles crossing SH1

•	 	Heavy	vehicle	traffic	movements	conflicting	with	
local traffic movements

•	 	Conflict	created	by	traffic	movements	from	
houses and retail/commercial activities located 
on or close to SH1

•	 	Issues	with	the	roading	geometry	(i.e.	narrow	
width, tight curves and limited sight distances)

•	 	Roadside	hazards

What we are proposing
To address the safety issues along this section of 
SH1, we are proposing to:

•	 	Reduce	the	speed	limit	through	Ohau	to	80km/h

•	 	Install	treatments	at	either	end	of	the	village	
to	identify	that	drivers	are	entering	a	different	
speed environment

•	 	Widen	SH1	and	create	a	painted	median	strip	
with a wider road edge which will provide more 
space for cyclists

•	 	Remove	the	northbound	passing	lane,	which	
ends south of Ohau and provide a right-turn bay 
into the concrete processing plant

•	 	Improve	the	layout	of	the	SH1	intersection	with	
Muhunoa	East/West	Roads

•	 	Provide	a	footpath	on	the	western	side	of	SH1	
between Marsden Terrace and Muhunoa West 
Road,	connecting	with	the	existing	pedestrian	
underpass.

What has changed?
Other items have been reconsidered as a result of the work we have done since May. 
These proposals do not form part of our immediate plans. These include:

•	 	Improving	or	relocating	the	Bishops	Road	intersection.	This	is	being	considered	as	
part of our proposals for the SH1-SH57 connection so would occur in the future.

•	 	Improving	two	road	curves	–	one	south	of	the	village	and	the	other	between	
Marsden	Terrace	and	Vista	Road.	These	curves	do	not	need	to	be	improved	given	
our plans to reduce the speed limit.

•	 	Closing	Vista	Road	and	Victoria	Street	intersections	and	create	a	new	link	road	
within the township. We will consider these proposals again in future.

Is there anything else we should know before we make a decision to 
progress this work in Ohau? 
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SH1/SH57 Connection
Our previous proposals for a new state 
highway connection between Ohau 
and	Arapaepae	Road	generated	a	
mixed response. So we looked at some 
further ways to address the issues at 
the two state highway intersections at 
SH1/SH57	Kimberley	Road	and	SH57	
Kimberley	Road/Arapaepae	Road.

Given the high crash history in this area, 
we know that we need to do something, 
so we took on board your comments 
and suggestions and came up with a 
number of new alternatives.

Some of these routes are variations on our 
earlier	proposals,	such	as	3C,	4A	and	5A	(noted	
on the map below), while others are completely 
different.

What we considered
As you will see from the map, we have taken 
your suggestions and seen how they would 
work from an engineering point of view. Each 
has its own merits and issues.

While improving the existing highway and 
intersections	(Option	3C)	could	be	achieved,	
it would not meet our long-term objectives of 
eventually four-laning SH1 without a substantial 
impact on the character of Ohau Township and 

properties either side of the existing SH1 and 
SH57 routes. Due to the severe impacts and 
the high costs, this option was discarded.

Suggestions of a route that deviated south 
of	the	Ohau	River	were	also	possible,	but	
presented significant issues, particularly 
regarding property access, cultural impacts 
and flooding issues as well as potentially 
higher costs.

Each option was scrutinised and assessed 
in detail by independent experts through a 
formal multi-criteria analysis. Horowhenua 
District Council was also involved in this 
analysis. We identified two appropriate 
options and one distinct preference.
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SH1/SH57 Connection

What we are proposing
We are continuing to propose a new 
connecting road, between SH1 south of Ohau 
and	SH57	at	Arapaepae	Road.	This	new	road	
will significantly improve safety and provide 
efficiency benefits by removing traffic from 
Ohau Township, reducing conflicts at SH1/
Kimberley	Road	and	replacing	the	Kimberley	
Road/Arapaepae	Road	intersection.

As indicated in May, a new road will be easier 
to turn into a four-lane road in future, compared 
with making upgrades and intersection 
improvements to the existing state highway.

The location of the new road is yet to be 
decided, however, we have a preference for 
Option 5A which moves the highway to an 
alignment south of the totara bush reserve 
located within the Ohau vineyards. Our 
preference minimises the landscape and visual 
impact of the road in this area, minimises 
impact on a potentially archaeologically 
significant area and on significant productive 
land. It also minimises property impacts south 
of	Kimberley	Road	but	still	achieves	a	suitable	
route that maximises transport benefits. While 
we feel that Option 5A is the best option, we 
could also consider Option 4A should there be 
sufficient support for it.

We have illustrated how this new road might 
connect into the local roading system in future, 
and will continue to work on these details next 
year.

Issues to consider
Property impacts – the new alignments being 
considered	mean	there	will	be	different	
property requirements. Some new properties 
will	be	affected.

Potential	social	and	environmental	effects	–	
there will be impacts as a result of the new 
proposals, with further work required to fully 
identify	all	the	effects.

Cost – we will need to undertake more detailed 
investigations to clarify what the potential costs 
of our preferred route would be.

Future	highway	needs	–	we	need	to	understand	
how these proposals will fit with our long-term 
approach of eventually providing a four-lane 
highway.

We are close to making our decision on a 
preferred option. At this stage 5A is our 
preference. 

Is there anything else we should know 
about this route before we decide?

Option 5A Plan

Option 5A Connectivity

To Levin

To Ōtaki

Mcleavey Rd
Muhunoa West Rd

Muhunoa East Rd

A
ra

pa
ep

ae
 R

d

Muhunoa East Rd

OHAU

Buller Rd

Totara Bush

N

LEGEND

Existing SH

Potential connectivity

Kimberley Rd

Existing 
intersection 

remains
Intersection 

to access 
SH57

Kuku Beach Rd
Intersection 

to access SH1

To Levin

To Ōtaki

Mcleavey RdMuhunoa West Rd
Muhunoa East Rd

A
ra

pa
ep

ae
 R

d

Kimberley Rd

Muhunoa East Rd

A

B

OHAU

C

Buller Rd

Totara bush

Kuku Beach Rd

N

LEGEND
Existing SH
Preferred	option	(5A)
Local	Rd
Passing Lanes
Passing lane removed
Railway
SH1/SH57 Intersection
Arapaepae/Kimberley Intersection
Ohau	River	Bridge

A

C
B

CURRENT

CURRENT

FUTURE

FUTURE



NZ Transport Agency  Page 6 For more information, visit our website www.nzta.govt.nz/otaki-levin-project

Otaki to North of Levin Section
Wellington Northern Corridor Issue 7 November  2013

Potential Levin Bypass
In May, you told us you would like 
a potential heavy vehicle bypass 
of Levin to be investigated further. 
Since then we have developed and 
assessed some options.

Although we have yet to reach any 
conclusions, we have made good 
progress with our investigations and 
we would like to share this with you.

Our proposals for the SH1/SH57 
connection mean that the southern 
part of a potential future bypass 
connecting SH1 with an eastern 
bypass of Levin using SH57 will be 
formed already. It would be possible 
to link SH57 back to SH1 to the north 
of Levin on a new road, forming a 
heavy vehicle bypass.

The aim of a bypass is to draw heavy 
vehicles away from the main street 
of Levin, while still keeping through 
traffic on the current route. In order 
to create a bypass that is attractive 
to heavy vehicles and that would 
be used, the bypass would need to 
be straight, wide and with a higher 
quality pavement to withstand the 
weight of vehicles using it. However, 
this would also make it attractive to 
other vehicles, and would require 
further work to ensure that the 
Levin centre remains an attractive 
destination.

Another issue is the cost and impact 
of creating a bypass. Of the options 
we have considered, the lowest 
cost option was just over $20 
million while the most expensive 
was nearly $35 million. Each option 
would require us to buy property to 
construct a new road.

Lastly, by creating a bypass, the 
distance heavy vehicles would 
need to travel through Levin would 
become longer. This may mean it 
might not be as attractive to truckies 
who want to travel the shortest 
distance possible.

We are still working on the options 
and will confirm the outcomes of our 
Levin Bypass investigations in 2014.

Work on other Ōtaki to North of Levin proposals
Recently,	we	have	been	focussing	on	our	proposals	for	the	townships	of	Manakau	and	
Ohau, the SH1/SH57 link road and a potential Levin Bypass. We will progress our work 
on	these	and	our	other	focus	areas	(ie	Waitarere	Curves,	Forest	Lakes,	Whirokino	Trestle,	
investigating improvements to SH57 at Queen Street and SH1 in Levin) further in 2014. 
This includes incorporating your feedback and considering details about road alignments 
and connections to the existing highway.

We will be in a better position to tell you more about the proposals we haven’t updated 
you on in this newsletter next year, including confirming property impacts and the timing of 
when we may do the work.

If you have any queries about other proposals please let us know as we’re happy to help in 
any way we can.
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How this all fits with Wellington Northern Corridor

Update on other Wellington Northern Corridor projects
The Ōtaki to north of Levin section is an important part of the Wellington Northern Corridor, we will be 
continuing to keep you updated about progress on all the parts of the Wellington Northern Corridor. 

Peka Peka to Ōtaki
A Board of Inquiry considered our consent 
applications for the Peka Peka to Ōtaki 
section in late September. We expect a draft 
decision soon.

For	more	information	about	our	RMA	
applications please visit: www.nzta.govt.nz/
projects/peka-peka-to-otaki-application.

MacKays to Peka Peka
Construction work has begun on the 
MacKays to Peka Peka section, first 
concentrating on site preparation and 
archaeological	investigations.	Further	work	
is expected to begin soon.

For	more	information	about	construction	
activities or the project in general please 
visit www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/mackays-
to-peka-peka.

Transmission Gully
Proposals for a public private partnership  
to build Transmission Gully have been 
received from two consortia in October.  
A likely construction start could be as soon 
as mid 2014.

For	more	information	about	the	project	
please visit www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/
transmission-gully. 
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Website: www.nzta.govt.nz/otaki-levin-project 

Email: info@o2l.co.nz 

Freephone: 0508 O2L INFO (0508 625 4636) 

Post:  Ōtaki to Levin Project Team
										PO	Box	5084	Thorndon
          Wellington 6145 

Contact us

Location and time of information days

Saturday, 30 November 10am - 4pm Levin Library – Te Takere

Tuesday, 3 December 4pm	-	8pm Ohau School Hall

Next steps

We welcome your feedback as it will help us further refine our plans for the Ohau to south of 
Levin section of this project.

Please either visit us at one of our public 
open days in November or December or 
send us your feedback via our website or 
email address. We will summarise your 
feedback in a report that will be made 
publicly available early next year. Your 
personal details will remain private.

We expect to refine all our proposals and 
make key decisions for the remaining 
sections between north of Otaki and north 
of Levin by the middle of next year. This 
will	include	the	order	in	which	different	
improvements will be made as the projects 
will be done in order of their priority and 
construction funding being available. We 
will keep you informed of how our plans 
develop between now and then.

We	currently	expect	to	lodge	Resource	
Management Act applications for some 
of the proposals either in late 2014 or 
2015 after further assessments have 
been	carried	out	for	the	different	projects.	
Detailed designs are expected to start in 
2016 or 2017, and construction scheduled 

to start from 2019. Because a priority order will be determined in future work, some projects 
(eg	Manakau	and	Ohau	safety	improvements)	could	be	constructed	sooner	than	2019	
based on the improvements that deliver the most benefits. Approaching the work as smaller 
projects is giving us a better opportunity to do the work faster.


