
RAMP SIGNALS AND THE GRANDE VUE ROAD UPGRADE

Transit New Zealand started its comprehensive traffic management system for Auckland in 2006, 
with the launch of the ramp signalling project on the Southern Motorway. 

Ramp signals are traffic lights at on-ramps to improve traffic flows and help reduce congestion on 
motorways. Ramp signals are only on when necessary, during morning and afternoon peaks and other 
busy periods. At all other times they remain switched off.

As part of the planned upgrade to install ramp signals at Grande Vue Road, Manurewa, the northbound 
on-ramp will be widened and lengthened to two lanes. This will help motorists to merge safely onto the 
motorway.

What work will take place during the upgrade?

• Widening the northbound on-ramp to provide two lanes

• Installing signs, ramp signals and road markings

• Constructing a retaining wall on the western side of the on-ramp

• Temporary night closures of the on-ramp for 8-10 weeks

• Placing temporary barriers on the on-ramp when the work is taking place

• Construction is scheduled to start in early 2008

(See plan on the inside pages for detail)

What are the main outcomes of the project?

By managing the rate at which vehicles enter the motorway, ramp signalling results in:

• More consistent and predictable travel times

• Safer merging

• Fewer accidents

• Better throughput of vehicles on the motorway

• More consistent speeds

For more information on ramp signals and the Grande Vue Road  
upgrade please visit us at www.transit.govt.nz/projects/
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Transit has developed and extended the design to respond to matters raised  
in our earlier meetings as follows: 

Crash history
A crash study of the area was recently completed and all recommendations will be included in the 
upgrade work to improve safety. These are related to the intersection between Grand Vue Road and the 
on-ramp. (See plan on inside pages)

Noise 
Specialists have advised any change in noise levels because of the project will not be heard or detected 
because of existing noise from the motorway. The plans have been changed to now include a concrete 
safety barrier along the upgraded on-ramp to help reduce noise from the motorway and on-ramp.

Motorway safety
The existing merge area and the unprotected gully on the left side of the on-ramp are hazards for 
motorists. The on-ramp will be brought up to current motorway standards and include a safety barrier as 
part of the upgrade.

Growing traffic volumes
Ongoing growth in peak period traffic will be controlled on the on-ramp and the motorway lanes as part of 
the operation of the ramp signals. 

Queue lengths
Ramp signals are designed to detect any growing queue on the ramp. The systems responds 
automatically by increasing the rate at which vehicles are discharged, to limit the length of the queue. 
There will be no obstruction to other movements. 

Emissions
Specialists have advised there will be no measurable change in local air quality because of the project. 
Overall, and by lessening congestion, the ramp signalling project as a whole reduces fuel consumption 
and lessens emissions. 

Excessive speed
Entry to the on-ramp will be monitored and managed to help limit approach vehicle speeds while the 
ramp signals are operating.

Variable message sign locations
Discussions about the locations of the signs have taken place with Manukau City Council and local 
residents. The signs are to be put in positions so that they don’t interfere with driveways or residential 
properties.

Parking restrictions
There was community concern about any loss of kerbside parking. The upgrade plans show that there will 
now not be any change in kerbside parking for residents. 

Free left turn from Grande Vue Road
The proposed free left turn from Grande Vue Road has been removed from the upgrade plans. This 
is because of concerns about encouraging more traffic from the east approach and potential turning 
conflicts onto the ramp itself. 




