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Roads of national signifi cance

Project overview

Tauranga Eastern Link

Quick facts
start date:  Enabling works March 2010

Main contract 2011

completion date:  2016 (estimated)

location:  Starts at Te Maunga in Tauranga (near Bay 

Park Stadium) and fi nishes at the existing 

junction of SH2 and SH33 near Paengaroa

length:  23km

contract type:  Design and construct

estimated total cost:  $455 million (in 2010 dollars)

Key features of 
the new highway
• Four lanes, two in each direction, 

providing a safer and more direct 

route between Tauranga and 

Paengaroa.

• Central median barrier.

• New intersections for Sandhurst 

Drive, Domain Road and 

Paengaroa SH2/33.

• New overbridge for Parton Road 

and underpass for Maketu Road.

• Urban design incorporating 

extensive landscaping.

• Electronic free-fl ow tolling 

system.

The Tauranga Eastern Link will provide a 
more direct route to the Port of Tauranga.
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Benefi ts
The project will deliver many 

benefi ts, including: 

• safer and easier travel

• reduced travel times between 

Tauranga and Paengaroa

• more effi  cient connections for 

business, industry and tourism

• support regional growth

• generate jobs and a fl ow-on eff ect 

into the local economy in the form 

of wages and salaries.

The Bay of Plenty’s largest roading project
The $455 million Tauranga 

Eastern Link project is a new

road stretching nearly 23km

from Te Maunga to the SH2/

SH33 intersection near Paengaroa.

Who is delivering this project?

The NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) is building 

the Tauranga Eastern Link, with the detailed 

design and construction to be completed by 

the successful contractor.

What does the project involve?

Construction of a 23km four lane, median-

divided highway including:

• refurbishing and widening of the existing 

6km highway from Te Maunga to the 

Domain Road intersection

• construction of a new 17km highway from 

Domain Road to Paengaroa

• free-fl ow electronic tolling  system.

When will it be completed?

Construction is likely to begin in 2011 and is 

scheduled for completion in 2016. 

Choose your journey

Depending on their destination, motorists will 

be able to choose to travel the free alternate 

route via Te Puke, or the new tolled Tauranga 

Eastern Link.

Project facts
 » 23km four lane median-divided 

highway. 

 » Three intersections.

 » Over three million cubic metres 

of earthworks. 

 » Two million cubic metres of 

imported fi ll.

 » Seven bridges, including the 

Kaituna River bridge which will be 

150m in length.

 » Approximately 550,000 square 

metres of new road.

 » Approximately 300,000 native 

plants to be planted. 
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website www.nzta.govt.nz/tel 

email taurangaeasternlink@nzta.govt.nz

free phone 0800 TEL INFO (0800 835 463) 

Our contact details
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Why do we need it?
The Tauranga Eastern Link is a key 

strategic transport corridor for the

Bay of Plenty. It’s objectives are to:

• support the managed growth for the area

• improve effi  ciency and contribute to economic 

development through improved travel time

• provide a more direct route to the Port of Tauranga

• provide a safer route between Tauranga and Paengaroa.

These objectives have been considered in an integrated 

manner as part of the SmartGrowth Strategy, developed by 

the Western Bay of Plenty District Council, Tauranga City 

Council, and Environment Bay of Plenty. The strategy has a 

focus on corridors and the Tauranga Eastern Link is a key 

priority within the development of the Eastern Corridor. The 

SmartGrowth corridors are an essential component to an 

integrated transport network that will support and enable 

the anticipated growth within the region.

By 2051 the urban areas within the Eastern Corridor, 

including Papamoa East, Te Puke and Rangiuru are expected 

to grow with around 60,000 new residents anticipated to 

move to the area. Development of the Eastern Corridor will 

support and complement the existing developing areas 

located south-east of Mount Maunganui.

The key drivers of this growth will be the increasing use of 

the Port of Tauranga and the development of new residential, 

commercial and industrial land to the east of Tauranga city.

In terms of road safety the Tauranga Eastern Link will provide 

a safer road. The section of State Highway 2 between 

Tauranga and Paengaroa is the second-worst state highway 

under the New Zealand Road Safety Assessment 

Programme, based on fatalities and serious ongoing crashes 

per kilometre.

For further information online visit: 

www.nzta.govt.nz/tel

For more information

Roads of national signifi cance
The Government has identifi ed seven essential state highways that are 

linked to New Zealand’s economic prosperity. Called the roads of 

national signifi cance, or RoNS for short, the NZTA is charged with 

delivering this programme of state highway improvements within the 

next 10 years. The RoNS programme represents one of New Zealand’s 

biggest ever infrastructure investments and is a key part of the 

Government’s National Infrastructure Plan and Government’s Policy 

Statement for transport.

The seven RoNS projects are based around New Zealand’s fi ve largest 

population centres. The focus is on moving people and freight between 

and within these centres more safely and effi  ciently. The RoNS are ‘lead 

infrastructure’ projects – that is, they enable economic growth rather 

than simply responding to it. Other RoNS may be added in future but 

currently from north to south the seven projects are:

• Puhoi to Wellsford – SH1

• completing the Western Ring Route - SH16 and SH20

• Victoria Park Tunnel, Auckland - SH1

• Waikato Expressway - SH1

• Tauranga Eastern Link - SH2

• Wellington Northern Corridor - SH1

• Christchurch Motorways.

For more information about RoNS visit www.nzta.govt.nz/rons.


