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What has been happening over winter
The winter months are generally the quietest time for road construction. This is not so for the Tauranga Eastern Link (TEL) project. The  
Bay of Plenty typically enjoys a mild winter compared to other parts of New Zealand, which means construction of the Bay’s largest roading 
project faces fewer delays due to bad weather. The TEL is still ahead of schedule, with an early completion date looking more and more likely.

Look at the progress in just one year

2013

Ka
itu

na
 R

iv
er

 b
rid

ge

2013 2014

2013

Sa
nd

cu
t l

oo
ki

ng
 w

es
t

2013 2014

2013

D
om

ai
n 

Ro
ad

 in
te

rc
ha

ng
e

2013 2014



View the TEL from above
A 45 minute walk from the Papamoa Hills Regional Park car park will take you to the 
summit where binoculars have been installed, providing a view of the majority of the TEL.

Visit our website
www.nzta.govt.nz/tel
for more construction images and videos. 

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/NZTAWaikatoBoP 

Follow us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/NZTAwaibop 

Phone us on
0800 tel info (0800 835 463) 

Visit us at the TEL Visitor Information Centre
65 Tara Road, Papamoa.  Monday to Friday 8.00am to 4.30pm.
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The goings on at the eastern end of the TEL
The eastern end of the project, near the township of Paengaroa, has undergone a vast transformation over the 
past few months. 
In May the roundabout was opened to traffic, with final construction finishing in July. The roundabout is a 
significant change for drivers travelling to Whakatane and the Eastern Bay of Plenty, and to Rotorua and the 
Central Bay of Plenty.  

Opening the roundabout ahead of the completion of the project was a huge milestone for the TEL team. It 
delivered immediate safety benefits to the region by replacing the old State Highway 2 / State Highway 33 
T-intersection, a renowned crash black spot. 

The end of July saw the completion and official opening of the Paengaroa weigh station. This state-of-the-art 
facility includes a weigh-in-motion bridge, control building, inspection pit, an area for truck parking and cutting 
edge brake testing equipment. 

The weigh station is the final of the seven enabling works on the project to be completed. The NZ Police 
Commercial Vehicle Investigation Unit (CVIU) will operate the facility by carrying out regular weight limits and 
a multitude of safety tests on heavy vehicles. 

The gateway was also unveiled as part of this site. The Waharoa (gateway) was designed and carved by 
members of the iwi represented on the TEL Tangata Whenua Advisory Group (TELTWAG). It marks the most 
eastern entry and exit point of the TEL. The design represents a father and his sons, who used to live and 
garden in the area in the 1600s and tells the story of the former Māori village.

Have your say on 
the name of the 
new toll road
The new toll road needs  
a name - vote for your 
preference.
The Transport Agency needs to officially 
confirm the name of the new toll road, as part 
of the project. The process got underway with 
key stakeholders submitting their name 
suggestions. 

Below are the top five options for you to 
choose from. The two options that have the 
most public votes will be presented to the 
Transport Agency Board for the final decision 
which will be made in late September. 

Choose from:

Sign 
up Stay up-to-date on TEL news by signing up to the TEL mailing list

www.nzta.govt.nz/tel-mailing-list
The TEL info centre will be open from 11am to 2pm

On Saturday 27 Sept, 4 Oct and 11 Oct
SpRing 
SERiES

Drivers travelling along SH2 may have noticed a new bridge that 
has recently ‘appeared’ since a shelter belt was removed. 
This is the East Coast Main Trunk (ECMT) rail bridge. Removing the shelter belt 
has revealed yet another aspect of the project which was previously unseen by 
the travelling public. The layout of the ECMT bridge is distinctive, in that it is 
wider (85 metres) than it is longer (16.5 metres). This was so that the bridge 
could safely take the TEL over the railway line.  

East Coast Main Trunk 
(ECMT) rail bridge

Paengaroa roundabout Te Waharoa (gateway) structure at Paengaroa roundabout

Paengaroa weigh station To have your say...

by 18 September 2014.

Complete the survey online at 
www.nzta.govt.nz/tel

Email your preference to  
taurangaeasternlink@nzta.govt.nz

Post your preference to 
NZ Transport Agency, PO Box 13-055,  
Tauranga 3141

OPTiOn 1: 
Eastern Link  

Toll Road

OPTiOn 2: 
Eastern 

Gateway  
Toll Road

OPTiOn 3: 
Eastern 

Connection 
Toll Road

OPTiOn 4: 
Kūkūwai* 
Highway  
Toll Road

OPTiOn 5: 
Tauranga 

Eastern Link 
Toll Road

*Meaning wetland, marshland or swampy ground.


