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March update - it’s amazing how much the Tauranga Eastern 
Link (TEL) has changed in just the past year.

Travellers arriving from the east will see a Pa 
structure that represents ‘arriving’ to Tauranga. 
The sculpture is inspired by the history of the pa 
sites amongst the Papamoa Hills, which form the 
backdrop to the location. The Pa will be 
constructed from galvanised w-section guard 
railing (which you can see on any road) and will 
be set upon the hill standing nine metres high. 

As travellers leave the area they will see the 
Spinifex, near the Tara Road roundabout and the 
on-ramp to the motorway. The Spinifex 
represents the seaside and beach, referencing the 
coastal plant that is a key feature of the Papamoa 
beachscape. The sculpture will be built from 
aluminium street light poles.

The artist behind the two works is Regan Gentry, 
a well-known New Zealand artist, who has strong 
family ties to the area and use to holiday here as a 
child. There were a number of highly talented 
artists who put their concepts forward for the 

project but Regan’s ideas stood out as he’d 
thoroughly researched the history and 
environment, and used these as his inspiration. 

Construction began this month and the 
sculptures will be completed in time for opening. 
The Domain Road artworks will sit alongside the 
other urban design elements; the legend of 
Mangatawa on the Mangatawa interchange, the 
flax motif panels on the Domain Road 
interchange, Parton Road overbridge and Maketu 
bridge, the waka and taniwha panels on the 
Kaituna River bridge, and the Waharoa (gateway) 
at the Paengaroa roundabout. 

The purpose of the artistic treatments to the TEL 
is to enrich the motorway experience and to add 
character to the infrastructure and the landscape. 
The sculptures are designed to be viewed by 
moving motorists and will enhance the visual 
experience of the motorway. 

Domain Road interchange artworks
The plans to build two large-scale artworks at the Domain Road 
interchange have recently been revealed. The sculptures will be 
installed on either side of the interchange, which is considered 
the eastern gateway to Tauranga and Mount Maunganui.

Domain Road interchange aerial highlighting the two gateway sites

Artist’s impression of the Pa artwork

Artist’s impression of the Spinifex artwork

Pa structure siteSpinifex site



View the TEL from above  A 45 minute walk from the 
Papamoa Hills Regional Park car park will take you to the 
summit where binoculars have been installed, providing a view 
of the majority of the TEL.

Visit our website
www.nzta.govt.nz/tel
for more construction images and videos. 

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/NZTAWaikatoBoP 

Follow us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/NZTAwaibop 

Phone us on
0800 tel info (0800 835 463) 

Visit us at the TEL Visitor Information Centre
65 Tara Road, Papamoa. Monday to Friday 8.00am to 4.30pm.
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Sign 
up Stay up-to-date on TEL news by signing up to the TEL mailing list   www.nzta.govt.nz/tel-mailing-list

Construction
When will the road be opened?
The road will be opened in two phases. The first section, the existing State Highway 2 
between Te Maunga and the Domain Road interchange, will be fully opened by June and 
the second section, the Tauranga Eastern Link Toll Road, will be opened by August 2015.

When will the Papamoa East interchange be constructed?
The Papamoa East interchange is a Tauranga City Council project. It relies on the 
development of the surrounding area to get to a certain level for construction to begin. 

When will the Mangatawa interchange open?
The Mangatawa interchange will be opened as part of the second phase 
of opening the road. This will include the Truman Lane connection.

Where is the team at with the re-construction 
of the damaged bridge at the Domain Road 
interchange?
The fire damaged sections of bridge B at the Domain Road 
interchange have been de-constructed and the re-build work is 
now well underway. The replacement bridge beams were lifted in 
place last week.

Will there be a public open day?
Yes, there will be a public open day for the full completion of the project. Plans are 
currently being drawn up and dates will be released in the near future.

When will the four-laned section of Domain Road, as part of 
the TEL, be completed?
The four lanes of Domain Road will be opened to traffic in April. 

Will the cycleway open ahead of the road opening?
The team are looking into opening the cycleway to the public ahead of August. 

What happens to the existing State Highway 2 through Te 
Puke?
The road will come under the ownership and operation of the Western Bay of Plenty 
District Council and the state highway status will be removed. The road name will be 
announced by the Council in April / May. 

What will the speed limit be?
Upon opening the speed limit will be 100km — from Te Maunga to the Paengaroa 
roundabout.

When will the Kairua Road on and off ramps be open?
The current on and off ramps in place at Kairua Road are temporary; the final ones will 
be completed in April.

What is a motorway and what is an expressway in relation to 
the TEL?
The Tauranga Eastern Link Toll Road will be classified as motorway and State Highway 2 
between the Domain Road interchange and Te Maunga will be an expressway.

Tolling
Where does the toll road start?
If heading east towards Whakatane and Rotorua the toll road starts at the Domain Road 
interchange and finishes at the Paengaroa roundabout. If heading west towards Tauranga, 
traffic will get onto the toll road at the Paengaroa roundabout.

How much is the toll tariff for the Tauranga Eastern Link Toll 
Road?
The opening tariffs will be $2 for light vehicles and motorcycles and $5 for heavy vehicles 

over 3.5 tonne. 

How long is the toll road?
The full length of the toll road is 15 kilometres. 

Why is a section of the TEL tolled?
Tolling the TEL allowed construction to be brought forward by 10 
years. Using tolling to fund state highway projects allows road users 
and the community to enjoy the benefits of the project sooner.

How do I pay?
Customers will be encouraged to set up an online account. One 

account will cover the three toll roads that the Transport Agency will 
operate from July 2015; the Tauranga Eastern Link Toll Road, the Northern 

Gateway Toll Road (north of Auckland) and the Takitimu Connection Toll Road 
(previously Route K). 

Alternatively, customers will be able to pay online, over-the-counter at selected service 
stations or via the contact centre.

Do I need an e-tag?
E-tags are not needed with this electronic toll collection system.

How does electronic tolling work?
The system uses cameras and sensors with optical character recognition technology to 
capture an image of a vehicle’s registration plate and assign the correct toll tariff, based 
on the size of the vehicle. Internationally, the trend of toll roads is to move to free-flow 
electronic collection.

What will the name of the road be?
Following the public survey late last year the name of the road is the Tauranga Eastern 
Link Toll Road. 

Did 
you know?

The Paengaroa 
roundabout is the  
largest two-lane 

roundabout  
in NZ!

For more FAQ’s visit the project website:

www.nzta.govt.nz/tel/faqs
If you’ve got a TEL question email us at
taurangaeasternlink@nzta.govt.nz

Some frequently asked questions on the TEL




