
 

 

 

 

Key features of the preferred Transmission Gully route
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Kenepuru Interchange and Link Road 

The Transmission Gully route will cross above a 
roundabout with connecting ramps. Extra lanes 
will assist merging. Porirua will connect via a new 
50km/h road over the existing State Highway 1 
motorway and railway line to a new roundabout on 
Kenepuru Drive. 

Te Puka Stream/Climb to Wainui Saddle 

The number of stream crossings over an important aquatic 
habitat has been reduced in the preferred route. 

Crawler lanes for the steep section of the route on the climb 
from MacKays Crossing are proposed to take into account 
the large difference in speeds between cars and trucks.

Whitby/Waitangirua Interchange 

The preferred Transmission Gully route runs under 
the proposed interchange. The roundabout links 
both James Cook Drive and Warspite Avenue at 
Waitangirua. There will be no connections to local 
roads on the eastern side of the route in line with 
Porirua City Council land use policies. Extra lanes will 
assist merging between State Highway 58 and the 
Whitby interchanges.

This interchange eliminates the need for a Warspite 
Interchange by providing a link to both suburbs.

State Highway 58 Pauatahanui Interchange

The Transmission Gully route will cross above the existing 
State Highway 58 route. There will be on and off ramps from 
Transmission Gully to a two-lane roundabout on State Highway 58.

State Highway 1 Linden Interchange 

The Transmission Gully route merges with State Highway 
1 using a Y-junction. Travelling south, Transmission Gully 
joins State Highway 1 as it crosses Collins Avenue bridge 
and along the Tawa College straight.

Travelling north, the Porirua motorway and Transmission 
Gully separate at Linden with two lanes diverging to the 
right to travel north along the Transmission Gully route. 
Two lanes diverge left to continue along the existing 
State Highway 1 to Porirua.
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Use of Transmission Gully will result in less 
traffi c round the inlet where there is currently 
limited opportunity to treat stormwater run-off. 
The preferred route has space to allow a high 
level of control and treatment of stormwater 
run-off from the road surface. 

The preferred route will have fewer stream 
crossings and will generally cut less into the 
hills, making it easier and simpler to treat run-off 
and stormwater along the route. Measures to 
control run-off will include sediment captured 
during construction and enhancements to the 
stormwater management system.
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The preferred Transmission Gully route
Heading south on State Highway 1, the preferred Transmission Gully route starts just 
south of MacKays Crossing, curving left up the Te Puka Stream valley and over the 
Wainui Saddle. It follows Horokiri Stream down to Battle Hill Farm Forest Park and on 
past Pauatahanui Golf Course.

The route swings west to cross over State Highway 58 about 600 metres southeast of 
the existing Pauatahanui roundabout. It climbs to the headwaters of Duck Creek, runs 
above the creek, and crosses Cannons Creek near the Takapu Road electricity substation. 

The route follows the hills above Ranui Heights before dropping down through plantation 
forest opposite Kenepuru Hospital to join State Highway 1 at Linden.

How the preferred route differs from the designated alignment
South of Wainui Saddle, rather than being on the steeper, wooded eastern slopes, the 
preferred route crosses the gentler and less environmentally sensitive terrain on the 
western side of Horokiri Valley. Through Battle Hill Farm Forest Park, the preferred route 
is on the valley fl oor instead of being high up on the steep, wooded face of the ridges.

The remainder of the route is mainly unchanged except that, instead of an interchange 
opposite Takapu Road substation connecting to Warspite Avenue, a single interchange is 
proposed at Whitby. This provides local road links to both Whitby via James Cook Drive 
and to Waitangirua, close to the shopping centre.

By eliminating the need for the Warspite Avenue connection at Cannons Creek, an 
improved alignment can be chosen, resulting in shorter bridge structures and reduced 
impact on Belmont Regional Park and Cannons Creek Reserve.

Reducing the impact of fault lines
Both the State Highway 1 coastal route and the Transmission Gully route cross fault lines, 
as is the case with many roads in New Zealand. 

The preferred Transmission Gully route offers improved security for the region’s road 
network over the existing coastal route even though it crosses two fault lines.

The preferred route crosses the Ohariu Fault on an earth embankment which will 
perform better in a major earthquake and allow easier and quicker reinstatement than the 
previously planned viaduct. 

Reducing the impact of storms 
The preferred route generally runs lower along the gully to reduce the height and number 
of large cuts into the hillside, meaning the risk of a landslide is reduced. Fewer bridges 
and culverts along the preferred route mean that there will be less obstruction to the 
natural movement of debris in streams during storms. This means that the overall risk of 
storm damage to structures as a result of debris build-up or washouts is reduced.
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State Highway 1 MacKays Crossing/Paekakariki Interchange

The route to Transmission Gully from the north will cross above State Highway 1 
south of MacKays Crossing. Traffi c from Kapiti will still be able to access the existing 
State Highway 1. Traffi c from Paekakariki township can access Transmission Gully 
via MacKays Crossing.

The preferred route no longer crosses the softer ground near the railway line and 
has less impact on adjacent productive land.

Battle Hill Farm Forest Park

The preferred route through Battle Hill Farm Forest 
Park is on the valley fl oor, instead of being high 
on the steep, wooded face of the ridges as in the 
designated alignment. The new route offers more 
opportunity to provide stormwater control and 
creates less risk of sediment entering the Horokiri 
Stream during construction. Its valley placement 
makes it less visible from the park and surrounding 
areas and reduces the level of road noise. (See P4 
Opportunity to protect the environment)

* “In-designation” means that land is currently allocated in local plans for this route.


