
Te Kowhai Road closure
The Te Rapa section has been elevated at the southern end of the project to accommodated future development in the 
Rotokauri area. Two bridges have been built at the southern end of the section with no roads currently running 
underneath them.

As development unfolds in Rotokauri, local roads will eventually run under these bridges providing more direct links to 
‘The Base’, the city’s east, via Wairere Drive, and north to the Koura Drive Interchange.

Because of this planned development Te Kowhai Road was permanently closed, on the eastern side of the Expressway.

For the short term traffic travelling to ‘The Base’ from north of Hamilton or from the northwest and Te Kowhai will need 
to use the new Koura Drive.
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The predig - dewatering spears and headers installed
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Future proofing the Te Rapa Section

Working conditions down the trench shield were 
nice and dry - the dewatering is working

The shield and the pipe with metal surround The trench shield installed

Backfilling operation commencing

Knocking a hole in the manhole The discharge from the dewatering spears into  
the creek.  

Site set up to lay pipes – dewatering installed

Sewer main facts
 » Length of new sewer main 2.34 

kilometres

 » 11 manholes 

 » The pipeline is extremely flat with a 
grade of 0.10%

 » It took 8 months to complete

The Te Rapa Alliance worked closely 
with the Hamilton City Council to 
future proof the Te Rapa section of the 
Expressway.

The project is a good example of how 
Future Proof is working; the partnership 
ensuring the Expressway will be well 
integrated with the local roads and the 
future planned residential, commercial and 
industrial development planned for the 
area.  This planned development is outlined 
in the Hamilton City Council’s Rotokauri 
Structure Plan.

Hamilton City Council  
sewer main
The Te Rapa Alliance built a new length of 
sewer main at the southern end of the Te 
Rapa section from the Gilchrist Interchange 
to Te Kowhai Road.

Installing the 2.34km sewer now means 
once residential, commercial and industrial 
development unfolds in the Rotokauri area 
there is already existing infrastructure, 
ready to support it.

The procedure for the works is shown in 
these photos. 

The NZ Transport Agency is a 
partner in Future Proof the 
sub-regional growth strategy. 
This has been developed 
jointly by Hamilton City 
Council, Waikato Regional 
Council, and Waipa and 
Waikato District Councils, as 
well as Tangata Whenua, the 
NZTA and Matamata-Piako 
District Council.


