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No Item Action 

the reserve at 108 Methuen Road and the main reserve body.  Closing the 
access next to 108 Methuen for 6 months not only means the space is not 
available but access to the main reserve would also be closed. 

 MM stated the works had complex staging and connectivity challenges.  
 It was noted that post-June, the access at 108 Methuen Road will be 

opened up.  The final form of the shared spaces will include community 
and CLG input. 

 The need for early communication of information relating to closures of 
parts of the park network was emphasised.  GJ confirmed this would 
include letter drops, advance signage and advertising relating to access 
changes. 

 OE noted that signage in the park will be a big help (with maps). 

 GJ confirmed there will be signage placed at the entrance points to 
Hendon Park advising of changes to pedestrian access throughout 
enabling works. 

 MW requested WCA only fence/acquire open space connections between 
north and south when really needed.  MM stated we will be trying to do 
this (with our progressive staging of works), and we will consider a 
managed pedestrian crossing during work hours (daytime) to serve 
community link.  MM to look into. 

 The WCA agreed to look at the possibility of providing access to the 
reserve from 174 Methuen Road, via a temporary bridge over the Creek 
and the controlled crossing of the construction area.   

 It was noted that re-opening narrow strips of open space (with no obvious 
escape route) raised pedestrian safety concerns for the CLG.  Proper 
attention to security with a CPTED analysis (including fencing/lighting) was 
requested. 

 Question: Will there be a toilet facility at Methuen Road end?  Not 
shown on plans distributed, but confirmed it is our intention to provide 
ablution and parking facilities for the replacement sports fields as per 
consent conditions. 

 WCA noted a request from MR for the temporary car parks to include a 
few bike racks. 

 Question:  What standard will the cycle-way be?  JB advised the 
cycleway will be a suitable, gravel surface (compacted). 

 MR noted he has seen a concept design missing the cycle path 
connection at 172 Methuen Road.  LH agreed to look into this. 

 AH raised the condition of consent to offer a pre-condition survey (for 
properties with ground settlement issues and all those above tunnel 
alignment).  A letter and consent form has gone to 200 property owners 
around enabling works. 

 Question: Will property owners get a copy of the report? Yes, the 
condition survey will be undertaken by an independent engineer by 
arrangement with owners and tenants (prior to and post-Christmas) before 
the enabling works in January. Owners will receive a copy of the report.  
Over the course of the project, WCA will organise approximately 500 
condition surveys. 

o OE queried the purpose of the survey: To check and report on the 
condition of the property prior to our works.  This will provide a 
‘before’ reference should an owner claim the project contributed to 
property damage.  The survey and report protects the owner and it 
protects the WCA.  

o We are undertaking surveys because we have neighbours, not 
because we have settlement issues.  There will also be some 
blasting of volcanic basalt (rock).  WCA will do test blasts with 
vibration monitoring. 

o Participation in condition survey is entirely voluntary. 

 Discussion held over the extent of blasting, timing and communications for 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MM 

 

 

LH 

 

 

 

 

LH 

 

 

 

LH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MM 



ONW CLG Meeting #2 - Notes of Meeting 13.12.2011.docx  3 

No Item Action 

this.  WCA confirmed there is a significant amount of rock to be removed.  
The blasting will occur for approximately 6 months from June 2012. 

 The WCA Communications team will provide notice prior to any blasting, 
give a specified time for this work, and will likely establish a regular 
pattern.   

 PB advised that Traffic Management is starting 9th January; with a small 
amount of signs and road cones.  Site access points will be established 
from: 

o Richardson Road (heavy vehicles) 

o Valonia Street (light vehicles) and  

o Methuen Road (light vehicles) by finger into reserve at 108 
Methuen Road.   

 There will be a speed restriction on Richardson Road. 

 There will be a later closure of Richardson Road/Valonia Street 
intersection. We hope to maintain pedestrian access though. 

 Question:  What will be the number of houses remaining on that 
section of Valonia Street? Approximately 10. 

 Question:  Will you close vehicle access on Hendon Avenue? No.   

 DP (Auckland Football) noted that it is important for WCA to provide “like 
for like” as far as replacement sports fields were concerned.  This should 
not be limited to dimensions of playing areas.  Fields should be of a similar 
standard in terms of capacity (with an appropriate surface for a certain 
number of hours of play), and lighting for evening play.  DP queried 
specifications for construction of fields, who is prescribing methods and 
drainage, and who will have final ‘sign-off’?  

 MM advised sports field specifications were confirmed by WCA 
engineering specialists in sports field design in collaboration with Auckland 
Council.  It was confirmed the fields will be established with drainage and 
irrigation, to help in the establishment of a satisfactory playing surface as 
quickly as possible.  Design for temporary fields will have permanent 
details in mind.  There is a condition that states the permanent fields 
require lighting of an equivalent level.  LH advised WCA are working 
through lighting and we will discuss with Mike Gallagher at Auckland 
Council. 

 KC advised Auckland Council will have final sign-off on the standard of 
fields.   

2. Soljak Bridge Update - by Ken Clive, Auckland Council  

  KC gave an update on the link from Alan Wood Reserve / Soljak Place to the 
Waterview area - the consent condition notes it is the responsibility of 
Auckland Transport (on behalf of Auckland Council) to determine the route.  A 
higher grade facility is envisaged than currently at Oakley Creek Esplanade.  
Auckland Council will work with the community to firm up the exact 
route/detail, which will then be handed back to WCA to construct.  This link is 
currently “just a line on the map”.  Auckland Transport is undertaking site 
investigations, looking at banks, talking to Unitec.  Ken will have information in 
the New Year. 

 It was noted that some compensation for loss of access to linear open space 
especially for people towards the northern end of Alan Wood Reserve, would 
be access to the network north of the railway line (Harbutt and Phyllis 
Reserves).  Therefore the group felt that the rail crossing (Soljak Bridge) 
should be the top priority on the pedestrian/cycleway.  KC confirmed this link is 
the first priority of the cycleway and that public consultation will be undertaken 
early 2012. 
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3. Stream Monitoring Results – a baseline for current stream health  

  Some stream monitoring was completed by WCA in August 2011 (water 
quality, species present). 

 Question: When did it start? Do you have 1 year of data covering all 
seasons? Yes, we have a combination of NZTA monitoring data and Council 
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monitoring data going back at least 1 year.  And WCA will be conducting more 
monitoring throughout the project. 

 Question: Will you undertake streamworks design/excavations first, then 
detailed work on rocks, trees, channel details later? Yes, we will undertake 
excavations for realigning Oakley Creek first, and detailed work will include 
conversations with iwi and the CLG.  We will discuss in-stream details with 
Council in February 2012. 

 More information on streamworks will be available at the next CLG (Feb 2012). 
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4. Richardson Road Bridge Design  

  Question:  What is the status of the plan provided?  It is a concept plan 
(cross section of Richardson Road bridge with the motorway passing 
underneath).  It shows a width of 16.5 m, including two traffic lanes, flush 
median, cycle shoulder on each side and footpaths. 

 Question:  Is this what will be built? For example a 1.5m shoulder vs. a 
3m shared path? 

 It was noted that MR (Cycle Action Auckland) favoured a combined pedestrian 
and cycle path on each side (2 x 3.5 m), removing cyclists from general traffic.  
Others were concerned about mixing cyclists and pedestrians.   

 OE thought it was better than what is currently there. 

 MW queried whether WCA could increase separation between vehicles and 
pedestrians/cyclists and whether the flush medium is not required (so road 
doesn’t get wider then narrower)?  

 WCA representatives stated it needs to interface with current environment and 
we need it to be safe.  WCA undertook to discuss with team and report back at 
the next meeting, at which WCA will provide a plan showing Richardson Road 
bridge in context of Richardson Road. 
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5. Trees  

  Preparation for enabling works included a review of trees to be removed, 
relocated, retained.  We will have some Macrocarpa wood and cherry 
blossoms available for heritage projects in January 2012.  The BOI process 
raised some community groups who had interest in wood.  Please register 
your interest in a particular type with Gez Johns who will pass on to the 
construction team.  

 OE stated it would be good to see some wood carved to bench seating for 
parks. 

 It was noted that the ecologist is looking at the re-use of Macrocarpa for 
habitat for stream. 

 MW requested tree’s be included on agenda for Waterview CLG meeting also 
(being held 14th December); suggested WCA offer some wood to schools to 
use in their projects (e.g. gardens at Owairaka Primary School). 
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6. Structures  

  GE noted he would like to see the Southern Portal, car parking and associated 
buildings moved away from Hendon Park. 

 Bill McKay noted that locating buildings underground is not necessarily a good 
thing and this has other Urban Design and CPTED issues. 

 WCA confirmed that a control building will not be part of the southern 
portal/vent building, as tunnel control would be carried out remotely (from 
Northcote).  A maintenance facility (secondary control) will be located at 
Maioro/Stoddard Road.  Necessary structures will be limited to the ventilation 
building and equipment housing (much of which will be under the ground) and 
the stack.   

 It was noted that a recent NZTA brochure used graphics from the WCA tender 
showing the tunnel portal but this does not necessarily represent final building 
design.  Urban designers and architects have been appointed to the project 
and are working on a new set of designs.  
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 It was reiterated that these structures require outline plan approval and the 
consent conditions describe a process of community involvement in their 
design. 

7. Next Meeting / Agenda topics  

  The next meeting will be in two months’ time (February 2012).   

 Preference was expressed for a Tuesday night, with one CLG meeting per 
week.    

 Topics for discussion could include: 

o Urban Design / Structures 

o Review of first month of enabling works, particularly effects on 
park users. 

o Richardson Rd overbridge. 

 

 

 

 

Addendums: 

1. Southern Area Enabling Works Plans, showing Open Space Access 

2. Indicative Cross Section of the Richardson Road Bridge 
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