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Roads of national significance

Project update December 2011

Waterview connection - going underground
Comprising 2.5km of tunnels, the Waterview Connection will integrate an extra 4.8km of 
6-lane motorway through and beneath the city’s inner-western suburbs. In completing 
the Western Ring Route, it will create a direct motorway route from the CBD to the 
airport, reducing traffic on local roads and cutting travel time between the two points by 
over 15 minutes.

Quick facts:
Waterview 
connection

More than half of this new motorway link will 
be underground - a long way underground. 

A custom-built, 14 metre diameter tunnel 
boring machine will create twin tunnels as 
deep as 45 metres beneath the surface, to 
pass below the basalt which remains as a hard 
rock legacy of the region’s volcanic heritage. 
The option to tunnel – rather than provide a 
uniquely overground motorway link - reflects 

local public preference and demonstrates a 
fair balance between contributing to New 
Zealand’s economic development and 
meeting the needs of the surrounding 
communities.

Tunnelling is expected to commence in early 
2014. However, not all the work will be 
carried out underground, and not all will be 
for the unique benefit of motorway users.
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Cyclists on the Northwestern 
Cycleway

Our contact details

update         completing the Western Ring Route, Auckland

Regular commuters driving on the 
Northwestern Motorway (SH16) in the 
New Year will notice changes on the 
water as they pass Waterview. The NZ 
Transport Agency is starting testing 
work in January on the causeway 
alongside the motorway between 
Great North and Rosebank/Patiki 
Road interchanges.

The work involves building an 
embankment above the water and 

Work on the Selwood Road Bridge 
is progressing well with the first half 
of the bridge completed as part of 
the new Lincoln Road Interchange 
on the Northwestern Motorway. A 
complete makeover of the interchange 
will include a new seven lane bridge, 
widening the motorway to three lanes 
in each direction and rebuilding all 
ramps to improve capacity and safety. 

The improvements are part of a 
suite of projects in the Western Ring 
Route Road of National Significance, 
announced by the Government 
to support growth and economic 
development in Auckland. 

Henderson residents will benefit from 
the new interchange when it is fully 
completed in 2013. The bridge has 
been designed to make it easier for 
motorists to access the busy industrial 
area on Lincoln Road. Pedestrians and 

minimise the impact of building the 
new platform. Motorists will be able 
to see a large crane and machinery 
from the motorway, but should keep 
pace with traffic as they drive past the 
work area. 

Eventually the entire SH16 causeway 
will be raised and widened in the 
future to increase capacity and help 
prevent flooding onto the motorway. 
Doing the trial now means the NZTA 
can make sure it’s using the right 
methods for the causeway project, 
saving time and money in the long 
term. 

Causeway trial begins

carrying out tests in the surrounding 
marine area. A ‘cofferdam’ will 
surround the work area to protect it 
from incoming tides. The work will 
trial the methods needed to carry 
out a much larger causeway upgrade 
project in the future.

The work is scheduled to be 
completed in July 2012 and the 
NZTA’s contractors will also focus 
on monitoring the marine area to 

Lincoln Road gets a makeover

cyclists will be able to use the area on 
a new three metre shared footpath. 

The SH16 eastbound motorway lanes 
will be closed overnight between 
the Brigham Creek Road roundabout 
and Lincoln Road on 7-8 January as 

contractors dismantle the existing 
bridge piece by piece. Look out 
for the clearly signposted detour 
routes during the closure. For more 
information, visit www.nzta.govt.nz/
wrr. 

View of the causeway from Great North Road

Completing the Western Ring Route
Maioro Street to Westgate

Selwood Road Bridge takes shape

Victoria Wallace 
communications and Stakeholder Manager
nZ Transport Agency
email: victoria.wallace@nzta.govt.nz
Phone: 09 969 9800 
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The Waterview Connection project will also 
integrate road bridges, cycleways, recreational 
spaces and improved pedestrian links within a 
suite of environmental enhancements. The 
inclusion of these elements will be 
complemented by ongoing community 
involvement, as the NZTA commits to delivering 
its biggest project with maximum benefit and 
minimum disruption to the local community.

To do this, the NZTA has appointed a specialist 
team known as the Well-Connected Alliance, to 
manage the design, construction and operation 
of the Waterview Connection. Comprising of 
NZTA, Fletcher Construction, McConnell Dowell 
Constructors, Parsons Brinkerhoff NZ, Beca 
Infrastructure, Tonkin and Taylor, and Japanese 
construction company Obayashi Corporation, 
the Well-Connected Alliance brings together the 
knowledge and strong, homegrown reputation 
of leading New Zealand engineering companies 
with the world class tunnelling expertise of its 
international partners.  

Residents in the Owairaka, New Windsor and 
Waterview communities will be receiving more 
detailed information on the Waterview 
Connection project from the Well-Connected 
Alliance shortly. Further details are also 
available online at www.nzta.govt.nz/
waterviewconnection.

Did you know?
A cofferdam is a dam built in 
a body of water enabling the 
enclosed area to be pumped out 
leaving a dry construction area 
for major work to begin. The 
cofferdam can then be taken apart 
after the major work is finished.

What’s next on the Northwestern 
motorway?
In November this year construction teams were invited to submit registrations of 
interest for the design and construction of the Northwestern Motorway from Great 
North Road to Te Atatu. This includes upgrading the Rosebank and Patiki 
interchanges along this section, widening the motorway and raising the 4.2km 
causeway on the Waitemata Harbour. Pedestrian and cycle facilities will also be 
improved.

Once the tender process takes place and a winning alliance team is announced, 
construction is scheduled to start in 2013 and is expected to take around four years 
to complete.

Work is progressing well on the sections already underway to complete the 
Western Ring Route. These include a new interchange at Maioro Street in New 
Windsor. The Maioro Street Bridge opened in August this year and the new 
interchange will link the Mt Roskill and Waterview motorways. New Southwestern 
Motorway (SH20) lanes will be built to eventually pass under the new bridge at 
Maioro Street, leading to the Waterview Connection.       

Stay in touch
Visit our website at www.nzta.govt.nz/wrr to:

>>See a map of the Western Ring Route

>> View artist’s impressions of upcoming work

Completing the Western Ring Route 

Quick facts:
• Suite of projects from Maioro Street (New 

Windsor) to Westgate

• Includes the Waterview tunnels

• Made up of SH20 and SH16

• Start: 2010 

• Finish: 2021 

Benefits:
• Provides an alternative to SH1 

• Reduces congestion

• Stimulates economic growth 

• Improves transport links 

• Direct route from the central city to the airport

• Reduces dependency on the Auckland Harbour 
Bridge

gez Johns
communications Manager - Waterview connection
nZ Transport Agency
email: gez.johns@nzta.govt.nz 
Phone: 09 571 3600

Follow us on:  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/nztaakl 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/nztaakl

• 4.8km motorway through Waterview

• Joins SH20 with SH16
• Start: January 2012 
• Finish: 2017 

 Impression of the southern entrance to the Waterview tunnels

Impression of future cycle and bus facilities

• Motorway and underground tunnels
and Owairaka   
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•	Upgraded and improved interchanges
•	Widening SH16 and cycleway
•	More lanes to increase capacity
•	Better run-off treatment

Te ATATu RoAd InTeRchAnge

cAuSeWAYRoYAL RoAd InTeRchAnge

LIncoLn RoAd InTeRchAnge
WATeRVIeW TunneLS

ST LukeS RoAd InTeRchAnge

MAIoRo STReeT InTeRchAnge

ALAn Wood ReSeRVe

•	Overbridge at Richardson Road 
for local traffic 

•	Cycleway alongside motorway 
connecting to Mt Roskill 
cycleway

•	Pedestrian bridge in Alan Wood 
Reserve/Hendon Park

RoSebAnk-PATIkI InTeRchAnge

•	More lanes will reduce congestion 
•	Matches capacity  provided by 

Spaghetti Junction

•	Three tiered interchange to be built with 
extra motorway connections

•	Planting, landscaping and ecological 
restoration along interchange and the 
riparian Oakley Creek tidal mouth

•	Cycleway connections 

•	Raising and widening causeway 
between Whau Bridge and Great North 
Road

•	Eliminate high-tide flooding
•	Monitoring plants and wildlife on 

Traherne Island in the Motu Manawa 
Marine Reserve

•	 Improving the Northwestern cycleway
•	More lanes to increase capacity
•	Better run-off treatment

•	Widening to improve safety
•	New bus shoulder lanes
•	Rebuilding pedestrian underpass
•	 Lowering motorway for better height clearance
•	 Improving ramps
•	 Improved pedestrian and cyclist facilities

•	New SH18/SH16 interchange is open
•	Part of the SH18 Hobsonville motorway

•	Seven lane bridge across motorway
•	Adding bus shoulders
•	Extending Northwestern cycleway to 

Huruhuru Road overbridge

•	Four ramps give motorway access
•	Overbridge for local traffic
•	Cycleway connects to Maioro Street

•	Twin 2.5 km tunnels
•	Three lanes each direction
•	Venting emissions through stacks 

at end of tunnels
•	Urban design elements

completing the Western Ring Route - Maioro Street to Westgate
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•	Overbridge widened to improve capacity
•	 Longer and safer ramps
•	Upgraded cyclist and pedestrian facilities

hobSonVILLe RoAd InTeRchAnge

gReAT noRTh RoAd InTeRchAnge

WAITEMATA HARBOUR
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