KM 4 Worksheet

Using a mobility scooter safely
Legal responsibilities when using a mobility scooter

· Mobility scooters and power chairs are legally defined as ‘wheeled mobility devices’.
· You don’t need a driver licence to operate a wheeled mobility device.

· The scooter is not required to have a warrant of fitness or registration. 
However, there are some important legal requirements that you need to know about:

· You must operate your scooter in a careful and considerate manner.

· You must use the footpath when one is readily accessible, and stay close to the side of the road where a footpath is not readily accessible.

· When on the footpath, you mustn’t travel at a speed that endangers others.

· It’s illegal for you to ride, or let any person ride, in a way that may cause you or them injury.

· If you are involved in a crash, you must stop to see if anyone is injured, help anyone who is injured and report the crash to the police within 24 hours.
· Careless use of a scooter carries legal implications, eg you can be fined for operating a mobility device carelessly.
Plan your route

· You must use footpaths in urban communities.
· Work out the safest route (shortest is not always safest).
· Time your journey so you’ll be back before dark.

· Avoid times of the day when there is heavy traffic.

· Before leaving, check whether a shopping complex or public area has suitable access. 
· Make sure your travel is within the range of your scooter and your batteries are sufficiently charged.
Be ready to ride

· Do not use your scooter if you’re under the influence of alcohol, drugs or medication that makes you feel tired or unwell.
· Don’t carry objects loose in your lap – take a suitable carry bag. 
· Ensure that the battery is fully charged.
· If travelling for long distance, carry your battery charger.
· Know who to call if something goes wrong.
· Know where you can have your battery charged. For example, council libraries.

· Know about AA assistance or Road Rescue.

Tips for a safe journey

As a general rule, you should behave in the same way as a pedestrian.
See and be seen

· Remember you are nearer the ground so it is harder for drivers to see you. Wear brightly coloured clothes or a high visibility fluorescent jacket. Fit a flag to your scooter at a height of at least a metre off the ground. 

· Use a rear-vision mirror to see hazards coming up behind you.

· Always check over your shoulder when changing direction.

· Always listen and watch for vehicles coming out of driveways.

· If your scooter has indicators, use them. 

· If weather conditions are overcast, use your headlights. 
Safety and courtesy
· Adjust your speed to the conditions.

· Don’t travel faster than surrounding pedestrians.
· If you’re travelling slowly, move to one side of the footpath so others can pass. 
· Show particular consideration for the elderly or those who may have a vision or hearing impairment.

· When you stop, turn off the key or take your hand off the power control.
· Always watch for cars reversing out of driveways. Remember they might not always see or hear you. 

Smooth manoeuvring

· Take particular care when manoeuvring on sharp corners or slopes.
· Be careful when on uneven surfaces.
· Approach kerbs head-on.
· Reduce your speed when going down a slope.
· Avoid steep slopes.
· Don’t let anybody stand or sit on your scooter while you’re using it.
Cross roads with care

· Where possible, cross roads at pedestrian crossings or controlled traffic lights or at an intersection with stop or give way signs. Where this is not possible, take particular care and ask for assistance if need be.

· Always look for controlled crossings – remember you have pedestrian rights. Not only is this safer, but it is less stressful. 
· Always check very carefully that the way is clear before crossing a road.

· Use the shortest possible path across the road.

· Only cross where you can see the oncoming traffic.

· Before crossing, always check that you will be able to get back onto the footpath on the other side. 
· Take particular care at intersections and roundabouts – cross as a pedestrian would, from footpath to footpath. 
If you want to learn more about safely using a mobility scooter you can approach the shop or service centre that provided the scooter or talk with other scooter users. 

Other information 
· We recommend that you read Keeping mobile: How to use your mobility scooter or power chair safely. This is available from www.nzta.govt.nz/resources/keep-mobile.
· Age Concern NZ has information on using mobility scooters at www.ageconcern.org.nz/safety/mobility/mobility-scooters.
· Look at the NZTA’s website for information and interactive activities to improve your safety on and around roads. See: www.nzta.govt.nz/traffic/senior-road-users.
