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Road to Zero explained

What’s the plan? The plan is Road to Zero. Road to Zero is New Zealand’s road safety 
strategy. It has a mix of solutions that all work together to keep people 
safe, because there’s no one solution that will stop deaths and serious 
injuries on our roads.

Why zero? People being killed and being seriously injured on our roads is 
preventable. New Zealand is aspiring for zero deaths because zero deaths 
is the only number that’s acceptable – not one, or 10, or 100, but zero. It’s 
going to take all of us to get there – we all have a role to play in keeping 
ourselves and each other safe on the roads.

Will this work? Everyone deserves to get where they are going safely. Road to Zero is 
New Zealand’s plan which outlines the road safety interventions we need 
to do to reduce deaths and serious injuries on our roads. It sets a target 
of reducing deaths and serious injuries on our roads by 40% by the year 
2030, which is a big step towards achieving Vision Zero. To get there, we 
need your help.

Personal impact

Why should I care? People killed on our roads are somebody’s family, friend and loved one. 
The impact of their loss is devastating. We all use roads to get around, so 
we all have a role to play to keep each other safe, regardless if you only 
use one type of transport or lots of different types.

What can I do? Thanks for asking! We do need your help to keep each other safe on our 
roads. Here are some things you can do – drive safely by making good 
choices, drive at a safe and appropriate speed and if you’re looking at 
buying a new vehicle, buy one with the highest safety rating in your price 
range.
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The campaign is 
confronting

We acknowledge this road safety conversation may be tough to have 
but it’s important. We have a problem on our roads that lots of us have 
become desensitised to – and it’s time we stop accepting that people 
will die or be seriously injured on our roads. With this campaign, we’re 
putting that problem into focus and talking about what we’re doing to 
address it. 

If this road safety conversation is hard for you, we encourage you to call 
Victim Support on 0800 842 846 or visit www.victimsupport.org.nz 
Victim Support provide a free support service to help people find safety 
and healing after traumatic events.

Common questions

I’m a good driver We’re only human and can’t be perfect 100% of the time, no matter 
how much experience we have on the road or how skilled we think 
we are behind the wheel. But a mistake shouldn’t result in you 
getting seriously hurt, or your life being at risk – so we need to look at 
improving every part of our road system to keep everyone safe.

Why don’t you just fix 
the roads?

There’s no one fix to reducing deaths and serious injuries on our roads. 
Roads are just one part of the road system. To keep each other safe, we 
need all the different parts of the road system working together – we 
need everyone making safe choices, in safe vehicles, on safe roads and 
travelling at safe speeds. Everyone has a part to play in this.

Why the speed reviews? All of us have a right to move around our country safely. There are 
many factors that go into keeping us safe, like the design of roads and 
vehicle safety – and speed limits.

Some speed limits are no longer fit for purpose. Our towns and cities 
are changing as they grow, meaning the speeds set years ago aren’t 
right for how roads are being used today. Not all speed limits are being 
reduced – but where speeds are no longer right for how the road is 
being used, they may need reviewing.

What about driver 
education?

There’s no doubt driver education is important – it’s a crucial part of the 
road system that works to keep us safe. The reality is crashes happen 
for a bunch of reasons, so we need everyone making safe choices, in 
safe vehicles, on safe roads and travelling at safe speeds.
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