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To  Neil Cook, Acting Director of Land Transport 

CC:  Chris Rodley, Manager Policy, Operational Policy & Standards and Network 

From  Brian Nijman, Principal Advisor, Operational Policy and Standards 

Date  28 July 2022 

Subject  Setting of Speed Limits Rule: Approval for speed limit under the Alternative Method 

Purpose  

To seek Director approval by way of the Alternative Method for Porirua City Council to change the speed 
limit on Raiha Street in Porirua.  

The Alternative Method is provided for under clause 2.6 of the Setting of Speed Limits Rule 2022 (the Rule). 
Attachment 1 outlines Director powers to approve speed limit changes under the Alternative Method.  

Attachment 2 outlines the 5 July 2022 letter from Porirua City Council in which they seek Director approval 
to lower the speed limit on Raiha Street. The attachment includes a 23 June 2022 report to the Council 
committee Te Puna Kōrero, with evidence in support of the speed limit reduction. Te Puna Kōrero is a 
council committee: 

 

A debate of the speed limit change in the Porirua council chambers can be view starting 17:15min on 
Youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vpqu7HP1PAU 

Background 

The Alternative Method enables speed limits to be set before the next speed management plan is certified. 
If a road controlling authority does not yet have its first speed management in place, the Alternative 
Method acts as a transitional provision.  

The Alternative Method provides an efficient means to set speed limits on a limited number of roads where 
area-wide considerations are not present. The proposal to lower the speed limit on Raiha Street from 70 
km/h to 50 km/h, consulted upon under the 2017 Rule, is such an instance. 

As with certified speed management plans, Alternative Method approvals are published on Waka Kotahi’s 
website. The associated URL is then referenced by the road controlling authority when loading the speed 
limit into the National Speed Limit Register. 

Assessment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vpqu7HP1PAU


2 

 

Assessment panel confirmed the Alternative Method applies 

The Speed Management Assessment Panel met on 13 July 2022. It considered the Alternative Method was 
applicable to Porirua City Council’s proposal to lower the speed limit on Raiha Street. This determination 
will be applied to similar proposals in the future. 
 
The panel supported the proposal to lower the speed limit 

The panel agreed the evidence provided supported a reduction in speed limit. The mean speed on the road, 
listed as 53 km/h, supports compliance with the new speed limit of 50 km/h, if approved.  

The panel noted the Road to Zero edition of MegaMaps1, just released, lowers the safe and appropriate 
speed on Raiha Street from 50 km/h to 40 km/h. Brian Nijman (Principal Advisor, Regulatory Technical 
team) will therefore recommend to Council consideration be given to a future speed management plan 
further reducing the speed limit to 40 km/h. 

Benefits of lowing the speed limit 

The report to Te Puna Kōrero noted the following benefits of reducing the speed limit: 

• An expectation the mean speed on the road would be reduced to below 50 km/h. 

• It would reduce risks to vulnerable road users (since 2011, there have been five injury crashes, two of 
them serious (one involving a pedestrian). 

• It provides a cost-effective approach to reduce speed-associated risk. 

• It aligns with a key focus area (‘Driver casualties’) as outlined in the Porirua Road Safety Strategy - 
2020, i.e., “Consider a reduction in posted speed limits on local roads, to reduce injury severity to 
drivers”. 

Council will consider additional improvements to complement the proposed reduction in speed limit (e.g., 
pavement markings, pedestrian crossing points and additional signage), as part of the ongoing programme 
of work in and around Kenepuru. 
 
Summary 

The Speed Management Assessment Panel recommends the Director approves Porirua City Council’s 
proposal to set a speed limit of 50 km/h on Raiha Road, Porirua, by way of the Alternative Method provided 
for under clause 2.6 of the Rule. 
 
Brian Nijman 
Principal Advisor 
Regulatory Technical 
27/07/2022 
 
 
Endorsed 
 

 
Chris Rodley, Manager Regulatory Standards and Implementation 
28/07/2022 
 

 

1

 MegaMaps is Waka Kotahi’s mapping tool to assist road controlling authorities to address the requirements of the  
   Setting of Speed Limits Rule and Speed Management Guide. 
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Attachments 

• Attachment 1 2022 Rule extract—Director power to approve a speed limit under the 
Alternative Method. 

• Attachment 2 Letter from Porirua City Council seeking Director approval to lower the speed 
limit on Raiha Street, with supporting documentation. 
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Recommendations 
 
It is recommended you agree to the reduction in speed limit on Raiha Street, Poriua, 
from 70 km/h to 50 km/h, by way of the Alternative Method provided for under clause 
2.6 of the Setting of Speed Limits Rule 2022: 

Yes No 

 
Signed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kane Patena 

Director of Land Transport 

 02/07/2022

 



Attachment 1: 2022 Rule extract—Director powers to approve a speed limit under 
the Alternative Method 
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Attachment 6: Speed management plan submitted by Invercargill City Council 
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