
Curletts Road Improvements 
PROJECT UPDATE August 2014

The aim of this project is to reduce congestion and queuing on 
Curletts Road between Main South Road and Blenheim Road, and 
on the surrounding streets.

WHAT WE ARE CHANGING 
We will be modifying Option 2 to further 
address issues raised in your feedback:

• Restricting right turns into and out
of the Meadow Fresh site (near the 
intersection of Curletts Road and 
Blenheim Road. This may also have 
an impact on the Z station and we are 
working with them on this. 

• Working with the Fish and Chip Shop
and Dairy owners to ensure parking
is available when the clearways are
operational.

We appreciate this design may not please 
everyone, but we believe this option gives 
a balanced approach that best suits the 
needs and wants of the greater community.

We have started work on the detailed 
design and plans will be available in 
October 2014. 
During the detail design we will work 
with individual land or business owners 
affected by the proposed changes to 
the road layout. 

Construction is likely to begin early 2015 
and should be completed by winter. 
However, this is still subject to 
construction funding being available. 

THE OPTION WE WILL DEVELOP FOR CURLETTS ROAD 
Following feedback from consultation we 
have chosen an option to develop for 
Curletts Road. This option most closely 
matches Option 2 from our August 2013 
newsletter. This was by far the most 
popular option for Curletts Road. 
This option includes: 

• Clearways that operate as traffic lanes
during the morning and evening peak
periods and as a parking lane at all
other times of the day.

• A flush median to cater for 
turning vehicles.

• Shared cycle and pedestrian footpaths.IN THIS UPDATE:
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If you require any additional information, please contact:

Luke Reeves 
Project Manager 
NZ Transport Agency 
+64 3 964 2800 
luke.reeves@nzta.govt.nz 

WHAT WE WERE NOT ABLE TO CHANGE
We looked into a number of suggestions that came from the 
consultation but we have not been able to include them because:
•  We have limited room: The width of the road from

boundary-to-boundary is not wide enough for everything
people would like.

•  Safety is a top priority: We need to ensure what we design
is safe for all road users.

•  Curletts Road is a State Highway: Curletts Road forms part of
the arterial system for Christchurch and this relatively small
project doesn’t give us the mandate to change this.

The suggestions we looked into included:

• The cost of new kerbing on both sides of the road
was prohibitive.

• The reduced footpath width on one side of the road
was below the minimum desired width.

• Getting cyclist all to one side of Curletts Road and
then back on the right side after Curletts Road was
confusing and possibly a safety issue.

• This option was not favoured by some cycle advocates

Traffic signals at Vicki Street and Suva Street 
• We modelled the effect of adding Vicki Street and Suva Street

into the traffic signals in this location and they caused 
further delays on Curletts Road. However, the improved 
road layout should make access to and from these side 
roads easier and safer.

• Following the Canterbury earthquakes, traffic volumes on
Curletts Road climbed by over 30% causing significant 
congestion. The traffic flow also changed - in the morning peak 
the traffic was heavy heading south and in the evening it was 
heavy heading north. To counter this congestion, a temporary 
tidal lane was put in place. The tidal lane allows for two lanes in 
one direction depending on the time of day. This solution has 
been acceptable short-term, but it is costly to run.

• We have continued to monitor traffic in the area and the
situation has changed again as people move to new areas of 
Christchurch to live and work. Traffic volumes have dropped 
slightly (20% greater than pre-quake figures) and the traffic 
flow has become more evenly balanced in the morning and 
evening peaks making the tidal lane less effective.  However, 
these changes are not significant enough to make reverting 
back to two lanes a feasible option.

TIMING AND CONSTRUCTION
Detailed design will be finished in October and  construction 
is expected to be underway in early 2015  and will be 
completed by winter 2015, subject to obtaining construction 
funding for the project.

SAFETY FOR CYCLISTS 
The project will also improve conditions for cyclists especially 
children getting to and from the local schools in the area. Cyclists 
will be able to share the footpath with pedestrians  if they choose. 

Commuter cyclists will still be encouraged to use Hansons Lane, 
which has been identified as the preferred cycling route by the 
Christchurch City Council though, of course, this does not 
prevent anyone from cycling on Curletts Road.

Thank you
Thank you once again to all those who 
took the time to provide feedback,  
all your ideas and suggestions have  
been valuable to us and have helped 
shape the plans for Curletts Road.

A separated cycle lane on one side of the road

TRAFFIC VOLUMES ON CURLETTS ROAD




