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State Highway 73 Mingha Bluff to Rough Creek Realignment 
 

Response to comments received from consultation newsletter 
 

General Issues / Comments Response to Issues / Comments 

New alignment will be more exposed to the elements and the faster traffic speed 

will be less pleasant for vulnerable road users; Concerned about safety for cycling 

over this section of road; The shoulders should be wider, with reflectors on the 

strip between the shoulder and traffic lane; Does the sealed shoulder allow for a 

dedicated cycle and foot path?; Due to increase in cycle participation, a cycleway 

along all of SH73 should be ultimate goal; Emphasise safety of cyclists as an 

objective; The shoulder should be rideable and marked for use by cyclists; NZTA 

should be encouraging more people to cycle;   Wide shoulders for cycle / 

pedestrians;  While noted the shoulder is to be sealed, does this standard meet 

the NZ guidelines for widths for motor vehicles, traffic lanes and cyclists? 

The new alignment is designed to the current geometric design standards.  This 

requires 3.5m wide traffic lanes plus 1m wide shoulders on either side.  The entire 9m 

wide carriageway will be sealed.   

The shoulder will be sealed and therefore will be rideable by cyclists.  It will not be 

marked as a cycle lane. 

 

Needs to be ample margin between railway and road to allow for snow ploughing 

operations and adequate drainage; Need to provide for snow clearance; Adequate 

camber needed to assist drainage in winter; Large road chip to provide best grip 

during ice conditions; make it wide enough – at least 8.5m seal width plus 

shoulder and water table; Frost issue caused by shading; Consideration needs to 

be made to ensure shading effects do not contribute to road safety hazard. 

These matters (particularly snow clearance and drainage) have been considered and 

are being addressed in the design. 

The required design standard is a sealed carriageway width of 9m.  This allows traffic 

lanes to be 3.5m in width plus a 1m sealed shoulder on each side.  Drainage (kerb and 

channel in places, otherwise swale drains) are in addition to the carriageway. 

Hope a substantial carpark can be included, east of the Mingha Bluff; any specific 

works for a trampers car park near Mingha Bluff to replace the one that will be 

lost?; provide a carpark to replace that lost as the “informal car park” at Mingha 

Bluff – the present area is well used and seldom never empty. 

Changes to the road alignment around Greyneys Shelter will give additional room 

within the area around the shelter to provide the space for car-parking for trampers, 

walkers etc. 
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General Issues / Comments Response to Issues / Comments 

Need assurance that appropriate pedestrian space is available, particularly around 

Greyneys Shelter; Preference for alignment at Greyneys Shelter to retain the 

present road alignment; There are too few naturally occurring beech tree lined 

avenues. 

To retain the present road alignment in front of Greyneys Shelter would mean the 

majority of the beech trees currently forming the tree-lined avenue on the east 

(railway) side would need to be removed to accommodate the widened carriageway.  

Some of the large beech trees on the western (uphill) side would also have to be 

removed.  There is a good population of the native mistletoe found within this corridor 

of trees that would also be lost if this corridor of trees was mostly removed. 

Moving the new alignment to the east (railway) side of the corridor of beech trees at 

Greyneys Shelter means almost all of the beech and mistletoe will be retained.  This 

also provides the opportunity to improve the amenity and public space within the area 

of the shelter, as the highway would be further away and separated from the public 

space by the cluster of trees.  A single entry / exit point through the trees onto the 

state highway will be constructed.   

The tree lined avenue around Halpin Creek will be retained.  The use of wire-rope 

barrier at this location means the extent of tree removal beyond the carriageway (i.e., 

the clear zone) can be reduced thus retaining more of the corridor effect created by 

large overhanging trees. 

Like to see as much of the old route left available for cycle touring; the old road 

should be retained where possible to provide alternative cycleway and to preserve 

the historical status of the old coach road; existing road should be used as a cycle 

path e.g., 3m wide which would allow for cyclists to travel east and west; existing 

road must by retained as a walking / cycleway between Arthur’s Pass Village and 

Greyneys Shelter – there is a shortage of easy, flat walks in the National Park near 

the Village; would like to see much of the old road retained for biking and 

walking, rather than ripped up – it should be turned into a road trail between the 

Waimakariri River and Arthur’s pass;  leave the original road for walkers to enjoy 

the quiet scenery and surroundings; paved areas should be left in place and used 

All areas of the current road alignment that is surplus to requirements upon 

completion of the project will be returned to DOC for re-inclusion back into the 

Arthur’s Pass National Park.   

This matter has been discussed extensively with DOC and it is their view that they do 

not support the retention of the old road for walking and cycling opportunities as this 

is not identified and provided for in the Arthur’s Pass National Park Management Plan 

(APNPMP).  In particular, cycling / mountain biking within a National Park must 

specifically be allowed for in a management plan. 
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General Issues / Comments Response to Issues / Comments 

as a cycle way – it would keep cyclists off a major portion of the road and be a 

good safety measure – or turn it into a mountain bike trail; non-used section of 

the old highway could be used as a walk and cycle way; encourage discussion 

with DOC to retain as much of the old road as possible for future use as a 

pedestrian route or cycleway from Arthur’s Pass Village to Klondyke Corner – will 

need further discussion with DOC to encourage them to incorporate a plan for 

this into their long term management plan. 

The old carriageway and associated structures (culverts, retaining walls etc) are to be 

completely removed, with the land re-contoured and rehabilitated to encourage the 

regeneration of native vegetation, in accordance with the APNPMP and DOC’s wishes.  

It is important to note that once the new realignment has been constructed the surplus 

road will not provide a continuous link right through to Greyneys Shelter.  Parts of the 

old alignment will be incorporated into the new alignment.  In a number of places, the 

rehabilitated old alignment will end abruptly above a batter slope and / or retaining 

wall with a drop down to the new highway.   

Doesn’t appear to be series of areas along the road for those heading into the 

hills - request at least 3 areas that will allow people to park between Rough Creek 

and Greyneys; Would also provide safety refuge for broken down vehicles, fitting 

chains etc; Concern there isn’t much recognition by NZTA and DOC to allow for 

local / regional use of the area between Rough Creek and Greyneys Shelter; 

Provision should be made for allowing frequent public access to the park from the 

road; The plan makes absolutely no provision for access to the National Park; 

Show vehicle pull off areas. 

The new road alignment will not restrict access to the National Park to any greater 

degree than what is currently available. 

The two main access points on the current road are the Greyneys / Mingha Bluff area 

and Halpin Creek.  All off-road parking around the Mingha / Greyneys area will be 

provided in the Greyneys Shelter area.  The Halpin Creek area will also still be available 

(access to the old dumpsite and Halpin / Bealey confluence). 

The new alignment allows greater opportunity for overtaking.  The new road width 

allows for broken down vehicles to park whilst allowing other vehicles to pass.  The 

fitting of safety chains should be carried out at already provided pull-in areas such as 

at Greyneys Shelter and in Arthur’s Pass Village. 

Should be a statement about the European pioneer explorers, and about the 

origins and importance of Arthur’s Pass National Park; Importance of the Pass in 

developing gold mining on the West Coast and importance of the road / rail link; 

No opportunity has been taken to recognise and provide for the main cultural 

activity in the area over the last 70 years (being tramping and walking); Milestone 

There are already a number of interpretation panels located at specific points along 

SH73 which deal with a number of topics in accordance with the Department of 

Conservation’s publication “The Arthurs Pass Highway – Interpretation Plan (1998)”. 

The milestone marker located north of Halpin Creek Bridge is to be retained.  It will 

likely be removed from the site during construction and replaced in the corresponding 
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should be retained for historical significance. location on the new alignment, or will be fenced off and kept separate from 

construction activities. 

Sediment discharge during works into watercourses; No works in watercourses 

during period 1 May to 30 September (fish spawning), or during weekends / 

public holidays. 

There will be a need to temporarily divert waterways during construction and 

permanently realign a number of small waterways.  Where possible, these works will be 

kept to a minimum and appropriate sediment and erosion control measures will be put 

in place.  It is anticipated that there will be conditions related to this placed on the 

resource consents. 

Issues are well covered, but do wonder whether it is all that necessary - Isn’t it a 

scenic route?  The money could be put to use on other projects. 

SH73 between Mingha Bluff and Rough Creek is a scenic route.  However, there are 

specific safety concerns on this section of the highway that need to be addressed.  In 

particular, there are several corners where the combination of tight curvature, poor 

sight distance and narrow carriageway create a significant risk of a collision between 

vehicles.  Other substandard aspects of this section of highway include an absence of 

guard railing above steep slopes, rock fall hazards and poor drainage control 

There are no mitigation measures to prevent and eradicate invasive weeds that 

will colonise disturbed areas; NZTA should implement a weed eradication plan 

from Arthur’s Pass Village to Klondyke Corner in the river flats; Transport routes 

are a vector for invasive weeds and NZTA should take responsibility for control of 

broom, russel lupin and sweet briar in this area of high landscape value. 

Part of the mitigation of the realignment construction will be a targeted weed control 

programme along the realigned highway corridor for a period of 3 years, to allow time 

for native vegetation to re-establish.  As far as is possible, the NZTA will work with 

DOC to find a weed-free source of gravel from within or close to the national park for 

use as fill for the project.  The NZTA will not be undertaking weed control on the river 

flats beyond the highway corridor. 

Can retaining walls have the same stone finish as on the approaches to the top of 

the Pass? 

The initial concept is to use concrete panels with an exposed aggregate finish, 

however no final decision has been made on the finish of the retaining walls.  This has 

been discussed with DOC. 

Rough Creek Bridge needs 2 lanes as soon as possible. The Mingha Bluff to Rough Creek realignment project ends at the Rough Creek Bridge.  

It does not include the two-laning of this bridge.  Any possible two-laning of the Rough 
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Creek Bridge would be a separate project in the future. 

The Mingha Bluff to Rough Creek realignment design will raise the approach to the 

Rough Creek Bridge.  This will provide better visibility across the bridge and ensure 

that any future two-laning can tie directly into this realigned section of road. 

Can roadway be kept below railway line wherever possible?; Large part of 

proposed highway runs close to and parallel to the railway - these sections of 

road should be above the level of the railway lines to complement the scenic value 

of this highway. 

The vertical alignment of the new road varies, although in general the new road is at 

about the same level as the railway where the two run directly parallel to each other.  

Speed limit from Klondyke Corner to Otira should be 80km/hr; What is the design 

speed around the Mingha Bluff curves?; A speed limit should be imposed. 

The speed environment is estimated at 100km/h with preferred design speeds 

between 90-95km/h.  There is no intention to post any speed restrictions. 

Alterations need to be forward looking to ensure that additional demands in the 

future are provided for. 

The realignment will provide for the long term requirements and demands of SH73 

through this area (see the comment above relating to the Rough Creek Bridge) 

What does “trimming of existing cut slopes” entail?; A clear zone of up to 9m 

either side of carriageway is unjustified; Try to preserve as much of the “driving 

through a tunnel of vegetation” feel – surely 3-4m max is adequate with safety 

barriers where necessary; As many as possible large beech trees to be saved 

without affecting visibility; Removing existing vegetation of no great concern due 

to regeneration that will occur and the gain in the long term of the existing road 

back into bush; scrubby sites along roadside should be respected as species 

composition usually rich due to available light. 

In a number of places along the current alignment, the downhill slopes will become the 

uphill batter / slope for the new alignment.  These cut slopes will need to be cut back 

further to accommodate the wider carriageway, but the slope will be such that 

vegetation will be able to quickly re-establish. 

The intention is to retain as much vegetation as possible, through either shifting the 

road alignment or by the use of wire rope barriers.  For instance, realigning the 

highway around Greyneys Shelter retains a large cluster of beech trees (and associated 

mistletoe) that would otherwise have been removed if the realignment was to follow 

the old road in this location.  The use of wire rope barrier through the approaches to 

Halpin Creek Bridge reduces the clear zone requirements and therefore ensures the 
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corridor of trees along this section can be retained. 

Large, high cuts should be benched to mitigate effects of rock fall - this may be 

proposed but there is no detail; Cutbacks taken care of to prevent erosion and to 

encourage regeneration. 

These matters have been considered and will be addressed in the detailed design.  One 

of the current safety concerns on this route is rock fall and the design will ensure this 

risk can be eliminated as best as possible.  Cut slopes will be at an angle that ensures 

vegetation can quickly re-establish.  Rock faces will have angular cuts to encourage 

vegetation to take hold. 

Use of wire rope barriers may mitigate visual issues but will introduce additional 

road hazards to cyclists and motorcyclists; Barrier rails painted green to blend in 

with the environment and in recognition of national park setting. 

The barrier rails will not be painted green.  The barrier rails are to be located in areas 

where there are unavoidable hazards such as bluffs and / or steep drops.  In these 

locations, the surrounding area is usually rocky in nature and the standard colour for 

the barrier rails will blend in. 

If the road has to be closed permanently for length of time, can there be plenty of 

advice ahead of schedule (especially Mingha Bluff); Keep delays during 

construction to a minimum; Delays exceeding 30mins are unacceptable. 

Temporary traffic delays will be inevitable during construction given the confined 

nature of the site.  However, it is anticipated these can be kept to a minimum given 

that many parts of the realignment can be constructed “off-line” while motorists 

continue to use the existing road alignment.  Temporary traffic management will be 

required during construction.  The road will be reduced to single lane at times, 

particularly around Mingha Bluff.  It is anticipated that temporary traffic signals will be 

used but delays should be kept to the minimum possible. 

It should be noted that temporary traffic management are matters that need to be 

considered during the construction phase.  Traffic management plans will need to be 

prepared by the Contractor and approved by the NZTA’s Network Consultant.  These 

plans will need to consider the necessity of any proposed road closures (in particular). 

The request for adequate timing of advice for the need for a permanent road closure is 

noted and will be implemented if required during the construction stage. 
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General Issues / Comments Response to Issues / Comments 

The realignment project should start at Klondyke Corner where the road enters 

the bush; What is the timetable for the Klondyke Corner to Mingha Bluff section? 

The project addresses a specific road safety issue between Mingha Bluff and Rough 

Creek.  There is currently no project looking at the Klondyke Corner to Mingha Bluff 

section of SH73. 

Choice of contractor is pivotal. The construction of the realignment will be tendered.  The contract will be awarded 

based on the merits of the contractor during the tendering phase.  

Timing of construction to avoid seasons of major use and February for Coast to 

Coast. 

The construction of the realignment will likely require 2 full construction seasons (i.e., 

2 summers).  While the realignment will likely be constructed in stages by moving 

progressively along the route, it will not be possible to avoid seasons of major use.  

Specific events (such as the Coast to Coast and the Hokitika Wild Foods Festival) will 

need to be taken into account in the Contractor’s programme and managed 

accordingly. 

The approx 1km of road on exit of other end of Arthurs Pass township is very 

bad. 

This project ends at the Rough Creek Bridge.  The NZTA is aware of the nature of the 

state highway exiting the other end of the Arthur’s Pass Village. 

Construct a cableway or pedestrian bridge across the Bealey River near the 

junction with the Mingha. 

The project is a roading project.  Constructing a cableway or pedestrian footbridge 

across the Bealey River is outside the scope of the project. 

Any major improvements in average speeds erode KiwiRail’s service levels; NZTA 

should not be actively eroding KiwiRail’s efficient transport mode. 

The realignment project addresses a specific road safety issue between Mingha Bluff 

and Rough Creek.  All proposals are being discussed with KiwiRail. 

More passing bays on road between Greymouth and Springfield - the Maori Flat 

area of the Mingha Bluff to Rough Creek project is one possible location. 

The provision of passing lanes between Greymouth and Springfield has previously 

been considered by the NZTA as part of a different study.   

The new alignment allows greater opportunity for overtaking than with the existing 

alignment 
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Verge mowing in the upper Waimakariri area to be the same as on the western 

side. 

The NZTA has separate network maintenance contracts for SH73.  SH73 on the 

Canterbury side is managed from Christchurch.  SH73 on the West Coast side is 

managed from Greymouth.  These separate contracts will have different regimes for 

the various aspects of the network maintenance, such as verge mowing. 

Strong reinforcement of 50km/hr zone from Rough Creek through village. This is a matter for the NZ Police to enforce. 

Possible toilet facilities at Greyneys Shelter. Toilet facilities at Greyneys Shelter are a matter for DOC to consider.  They have given 

no indication at this time regarding any proposals to provide toilet facilities. 

When will the project construction commence? There is no immediate plan to commence construction on the Mingha Bluff to Rough 

Creek section of SH73 within the next two National Land Transport Plan (NLTP) 

periods.  However, the NZTA is aware of the potential risk this section of highway 

poses to the travelling public and hence has progressed with the investigation and 

design work. This will put the NZTA in a strong position to quickly move to 

construction should the risk profile of the section change significantly and there is 

sufficient room within the programme to afford the works.  

 


