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11.1 Introduction

Up to 25 buildings of recognised or potential heritage values and an area of housing on Ellice Street are potentially affected by 

the Basin Reserve project. Of these buildings, nine are listed by Wellington City Council or registered with New Zealand Historic 

Places Trust (NZHPT) and their locations are shown on Figure 11.1 by a blue star. The whole of the Basin Reserve is a registered 

heritage area by the NZHPT. Those buildings which are directly affected by the project are likely to include the registered and 

listed former Home of Compassion crèche, a block of shops on the corner of Ellice and Kent Terrace and two buildings on Hania 

Street neither of which are listed or registered.

Figure 11.1: Listed Heritage Buildings potentially affected by the Basin Reserve project

11.2 Listed Heritage Buildings potentially affected by the Basin Reserve project

11.2.1 Former General Headquarters Buildings

The Former General Headquarters Buildings1, located on the corner of Taranaki Street and Buckle Street is registered as category 

II (regional signifi cance) with the NZHPT. It was used as the General Headquarters prior to World War II and housed the offi ces 

of two Chiefs of General Staff. The site is archaeologically and historically signifi cant in its association with early settlement, 

industry, and military activities. The building is an example of Government Architect John Campbell’s favoured Edwardian 

Baroque style. The building is unlikely to be affected by the project.

1 Listed with the Wellington City Council (reference number 424).

11.2.2 HMNZS Olphert

The HMNZS Olphert Defence Establishment2 is located on the corner of Taranaki Street and Buckle Street. The building was 

named after Captain Wybrants Olphert, DSO, DSC, RD, RNZNVR in 1951. The building is a good example of the Art Deco style. 

The building is unlikely to be affected by the project.

Figure 11.2: HMNZS Olphert

11.2.3 National War Memorial and Carillon

The National War Memorial and Carillon3 is registered as category I (national signifi cance) with the NZHPT. The National War 

Memorial and Carillon is a landmark heritage building / place in its physical location, scale, architectural design, integration of 

landscape, and built form. It houses an internationally recognised carillon. The building is unlikely to be affected by the project.

Further information on the history of the National War Memorial is given in Appendix D. 

11.2.4 Former National Museum

The Former National Museum4, located at 7 Buckle Street, is registered as category I (national signifi cance) with the NZHPT. 

The site is signifi cant in its association with early Wellington settlement, its military and penal history, including well known 

prisoners such as F K Baxter. The building is a climactic example of the work of an important New Zealand architecture fi rm of 

the inter-war period. The building is unlikely to be affected by the project.

Further information on the history of the former National Museum is given in Appendix D.

2 Listed with the Wellington City Council (reference number 425).

3 Listed with the Wellington City Council (reference number 40).

4 Listed with the Wellington City Council (reference number 41).
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Figure 11.3: NZ War Memorial and Carillon
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Figure 11.4: Former National Museum

11.2.5 Mount Cook Police Station

The Mount Cook Police Station5, located at 13 Buckle Street (corner of Tasman Street) is registered as category I (national 

signifi cance) with the NZHPT. This building is one of the oldest police stations in New Zealand and the oldest in Wellington. 

As a result it has signifi cant associations with the national history and development of policing. The Mount Cook Police station 

provides a unique historical view of policing in New Zealand in the late nineteenth century and has great architectural and 

historical educational values. The Mount Cook Police Station is located opposite the project and the project may affect the view 

to and from the building.

Further information on the history of the Mount Cook Police Station is given in Appendix D.

Figure 11.5: Mount Cook Police Station

5 Listed with the Wellington City council (reference number 43).

11.2.6 Former Home of Compassion Crèche

The Former Home of Compassion Crèche6, located on Buckle Street, is registered as category II (regional signifi cance) with 

the NZHPT. The crèche is a physical reminder of French nun Mother Mary Aubert’s pioneering social work which made her a 

national fi gure. The building was designed by John Swan, a signifi cant architect of the period, in a domestic Gothic style which 

is appropriate for a religious order. The project may necessitate the relocation of the crèche, or leave it isolated on a large traffi c 

island.

Further history of the Home of Compassion Crèche is detailed in Appendix D.

Figure 11.6: Former Home of Compassion Crèche

11.2.7 Basin Reserve Pavilion

The Basin Reserve Pavilion7, located on Sussex Street, is registered as category II with the NZHPT. The whole Basin Reserve 

is registered as a historic area, including: the Museum stand, R.A. Vance Stand, Grounds man’s Shed, Playing Oval and Picket 

Fence, Reid and Dempster Gates, Former Midland St Pats Cricket Clubrooms, Main Fence, William Wakefi eld Fountain, Toilets, 

Scoreboard, Play Area, Light Towers (3), and Bank. The Basin Reserve Pavilion is an uncommon building type in Australasia. The 

building is a rare adaptation of Neo-Georgian which is more commonly used as a residential style. The project does not appear 

to have a direct physical impact. 

6 Listed with the Wellington City Council (reference number 42).

7 Listed with the Wellington City Council (reference number 449).
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Figure 11.7: Basin Reserve Pavilion

11.2.8 William Wakefield Memorial

The William Wakefi eld Memorial8, located at the Basin Reserve, is registered as category I (national signifi cance) with the 

NZHPT. The memorial is a rare example of a memorial erected prior to 1900. It is signifi cant for its aesthetic, architectural, 

scientifi c and technological values. The memorial is the oldest feature in the Basin Reserve. The memorial is unlikely to be 

directly affected by the project.

Figure 11.8: William Wakefi eld Memorial

Government House

Government House9, located at 1 Rugby Street, is registered category I (national signifi cance) with the NZHPT. The building is 

signifi cant to the architectural history of New Zealand as a substantial English Domestic revival styled house. It is likely to have 

been designed by Claude Paton under the aegis of Government Architect, John Campbell. It is an example of the wide range 

of buildings designed by the Public Works Department in the Edwardian period. The works of art and furniture in the house 

enhance the heritage value of the building. The site itself is signifi cant as a named Maori site, “Kaipapa” and as the former site 

of the Mount View Lunatic Asylum. While Government House is not directly affected by the project, the entrance to it may be.

8 Listed with the Wellington City Council (reference number 11).

9 Listed with the Wellington City Council (reference number 103).

Figure 11.9: Government House Entrance

11.2.9 Other Buildings in the Immediate Vicinity

There are a large number of other buildings in the immediate vicinity which may have some heritage values due to their age, 

design, use of materials or history, but are not listed with Wellington City Council or registered with NZHPT. Their lack of 

registration with NZHPT is likely due to the buildings having not been considered for recognition rather than them not being 

worthy of registration. 

Figure 11.10: Buildings on the corner of Ellice Street and Kent Terrace
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11.3 Statutory Framework

The New Zealand Historic Places Trust’s powers under the Resource Management Act in relation to historic sites and areas 

reside in the status given to the Trust under the Historic Places Act 1993. Under the Historic Places Act, structures which were 

associated with human activity occurring before 1900 come within the defi nition of “archaeological site”. The general site 

and building area around the Basin Reserve have been used for well over 100 years and are therefore archaeological sites. An 

authority for any excavation must be obtained under the Historic Places Act (1993) from the Historic Places Trust.

The NZHPT have published a number of guidelines and these form the basis of recommendations to Councils for Resource 

and Building Consent applications. These are contained in the Sustainable Management of Historic Heritage Guidance Series, 

Discussion Information Sheets10.

Under the Resource Management Act 1991, the Wellington City Council is required to recognise and protect the heritage value 

of sites, buildings, places or areas. Therefore, Wellington City Council maintains a list of controlled buildings, places and objects 

under the Heritage List in the Appendix to Chapter 21 of the Operative District Plan.

11.4 Considerations for Project

The former crèche has considerable known heritage values and its relocation is undesirable. There may be other buildings, which 

are affected by the project but not listed or registered as having potential heritage value.

The following items should be considered when developing options:

• Avoiding demolition or relocation of heritage buildings if possible;

• Early research discussions with NZ Historic Places Trust with regards to any heritage buildings in the area; 

• The preferred option for the crèche is to include it in Memorial Park and not sever it from land to the north or west by a 

road.; and

• Avoiding demolition of the shops on the corner of Kent Terrace and Ellice Street.

10 http://www.historic.org.nz/publications/SustMgt_guidance_series.html


