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Appendix A 
Wellington City Policies and Strategies
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A.1 Wellington City Urban Development Strategy 2006

Wellington City Council has prepared an Urban Development Strategy which aims to ensure that future growth and change 

reinforces the physical and spatial characteristics that make Wellington so distinctive, and contributes to the stimulating and 

intense urban experience Wellington City offers. For Wellington, benefi ts are greatest when new growth is directed to areas that 

are already well-connected, offer high levels of amenity, and have some (or all) of the supporting infrastructure.

Directing growth in this manner and improving the quality of development will contribute to making the city:

• More liveable and safer - it will increase lifestyle choices and, if done right, the quality of places;

• More memorable and distinctive - by enhancing urban amenity and sense of place;

• Better connected - road and public transport linkages will be strengthened;

• More effi cient and productive - it will cost less by directing growth to areas where the marginal costs are lower, and it 

generates more economic opportunities; and 

• More sustainable - by using less energy, generating less pollution and being more resilient.

The strategy identifi es a ‘Growth Spine’ (shown as Figure 3.1 in the main body of this report) - in the central area, around key 

suburban centres and on key transport routes. This is identifi ed as the key area where growth is to be focused and encouraged 

and where mixed land-use can provide the services, shops, jobs and most of the homes for a growing population. 

The Basin Reserve Project will assist in promoting growth in line with the above aim. The Basin Reserve itself occupies a pivotal 

position along the growth spine and the encouragement of growth in and around this area provides strategic signifi cance in 

achieving the above growth objectives. 

Further, options that allow for improved road connections, safe movements for pedestrians and cyclists around Basin Reserve 

and considered access to passenger transport, as well as providing environmental benefi ts in reducing energy use and air 

pollution are critical. 

The strategy aspires to achieve a stronger sense of place: Wellington will be a memorable, beautiful city, celebrating and building 

on its sense-of-place, capital city status, distinctive landform and landmarks, defi ning features, heritage and high quality 

buildings and spaces. This requires consideration of options in terms of impacts on the rich heritage and character values within 

the study area. The Basin Reserve is a listed building on the Historic Places Trust Register and the stand is also listed within the 

District Plan. There are also several residential properties with heritage values within the wider study area. 

A.2 Adelaide Road Framework 2008 

The Adelaide Road Framework (ARF) provides a long-term vision for the future development of the Adelaide Road area. The ARF 

covers the Adelaide Road Growth Area, as well as taking into consideration the wider land-use and transportation infl uences 

including the Wellington Hospital, Massey University, Basin Reserve, and SH1. The long-term vision for Adelaide Road set out in 

the ARF is, “A high quality mixed-use area that is a more vibrant, attractive, better connected, accessible and safer place which 

meets the needs of all people living in, working in, and using the area”. 

Adelaide Road is an important part of the city’s transport network. Setting a framework for making improvements to the area, 

particularly the capacity of the transport corridor and the effi ciency of public transport will have signifi cant benefi ts for the wider 

city. The Basin Reserve Project must take into consideration the redevelopment of the Adelaide Road area and in particular the 

link between land use and transport and the opportunities to enhance its close proximity to the CBD. 

The Basin Reserve improvements could have signifi cant benefi ts for Adelaide Road by improving traffi c fl ows at peak times, 

providing more room for dedicated public transport, and improving the environment for walking and cycling.

A.3 Urban Design Strategy 1994

The Urban Design Strategy (UDS) was prepared to assist Wellington City Council (WCC) in achieving its vision for the future 

urban design of the City. The goal of the UDS is to, “achieve a public environment that is accessible, safe, lively and enjoyed”. 

The UDS focuses on four aspects of urban design that together have the greatest infl uence on the future shape and character 

of the City:

• The places and sequences of arrival and departure between the central area of the city and its regional setting;

• The links and sequences that connect the central area to the suburban centres;

• The predominantly publicly owned space of the Central Area of the city; and

• A series of initiatives to realise these including one suburban centre as an example of an approach to environmental 

improvement to be progressively applied to other suburban centres.

The project aims to improve access into and around the city centre. The option of a grade separation would allow for a clear 

segregation between through traffi c and local traffi c and would contribute to improved connection between the Central Area 

and surrounding suburbs. The project also has the potential to enhance the experience of visitors arriving in Wellington from the 

airport and enhance the gateway to the city. 

A.4 Wellington City Transport Strategy 2006

Wellington City Council has prepared a Transport Strategy to address the challenge of ensuring that Wellington’s transport 

system supports the city’s vision for its future growth and function. The overall goal is for Wellington’s transport network to 

support the economic, social, cultural and environmental aspirations of its citizens. This will mean ensuring the state highway 

system and arterial roads provide effi cient access to the city and to key transport hubs, while also encouraging public transport 

and walking as ways to get around the areas of high-density development. It will also mean promoting developments that 

increase the energy effi ciency of the transport system. 

Key long term outcomes contained within the strategy relevant to this project include:

• More liveable: Wellington will be easy to get around, pedestrian-friendly and offer quality transport choices;

• More Prosperous: Wellington will have a coherent and effi cient transport system that aids economic development; 

• More Sustainable: Wellington will minimise the environmental effects of transport and support the environmental strategy;

• Better Connected: Wellington will have a highly interconnected public transport, road and street system that supports its 

urban development and social strategies;

• Healthier: Wellington’s transport system will contribute to healthy communities and social interaction; and

• Safer: Wellington will seek to improve the safety and security of its citizens as they move around the city and region.

The key considerations in achieving these outcomes relevant to the Basin Reserve Project include: 

• Develop the state highways and main arterial roads as the primary means of moving large volumes of traffi c and freight to 

and through the city;
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• Develop public transport systems as the main means for the movement of people along the Urban Development Strategy 

Growth Spine;

• Ensure continued access to the CBD for commuters;

• Develop the port and airport as major contributors to the city and regional economy; and

• Develop measures to improve the energy effi ciency of the city.

The Basin Reserve project has the potential to contribute to all the above considerations, in particular the project will aim 

to develop the State Highway as the primary route for traffi c fl ow through the city. The will in turn achieve a more effi cient 

connection between the CBD and the airport. Increased transport effi ciency will reduce congestion and delays as well as 

encouraging the use of public transport as an alternative to commuter traffi c. 

A.5 Centres Policy 2008 

The Centres Policy (CP) provides a framework for the development and management of Wellington’s centres. The policy 

considers in an integrated way the varied roles of the centres across Wellington and the way these centres contribute to the 

Growth Spine concept of development - where centres are connected by a high quality transport corridor. The overall intent of 

the CP is to maintain and strengthen existing and future planned centres. 

Objectives to shape the development of the Basin Reserve Project include: 

• Objective 1 - To identify the role and function of each centre within Wellington City and provide a spatial framework for 

integrated planning.

• Objective 2 - To maintain and strengthen the central city as the primary centre within the city and region for shopping, 

employment, city-living, culture and entertainment, tourism and major events, and ensure that development in other 

locations does not compromise this role.

• Objective 3 - To strengthen the multi-functional nature of centres, including their role as social and community foci, public 

transport hubs, places where people live and work, and centres for entertainment, recreation and local services.

• Objective 7 - To improve the urban design quality of all centres and build on their sense of place. 

The Basin Reserve Improvements have the opportunity to contribute to the development of Wellington’s centres through 

improved and enhanced access between neighbouring suburbs, including Newtown and Adelaide Road, and the CBD. The project 

also has the potential to segregate through traffi c from local traffi c, pedestrians and cyclists entering the CBD and achieve 

improvements to passenger transport which will further enhance the Central Area by encouraging utilisation of passenger 

transport over private cars entering the central area. 

A.6 Recreation Strategy 2003

Wellington City Council has developed a Recreation Strategy which establishes the city’s vision for sport, recreation and leisure 

opportunities within the Wellington community. Sport, recreation and leisure activities contribute to the health and vitality of 

the city by:

• Enhancing individual health and well-being;

• Increasing social cohesion and people’s sense of belonging; and

• Attracting visitors and creating jobs which increase expenditure in the city.

The main objective relevant to the Basin Reserve project is to improve the access for all citizens to sport, recreation and leisure 

facilities and activities. Actions required to achieve this include improving non-motorised transport options (bike and walk) for 

people to commute to and from work, school and recreations / sport venues.

A secondary objective is to increase participation in all forms of sporting, recreational and leisure activity in Wellington which 

will again require improved non-motorised transport opportunities and innovation in urban design to encourage active living.

A key provision of the project will be improvements to pedestrian and cycle facilities within the area including improved access 

to the Basin Reserve and other sporting venues within the study area; which will be achieved through improved passenger 

transport options. 

A.7 Wellington City Walking and Cycling Policies

The Wellington City Council Cycling Policy (the cycling policy) and the Wellington City Council Walking Policy were released 

in November 2008 and form part of the overall transport planning for Wellington as set out in the Wellington City Transport 

Strategy 2006.

Cycling Policy

The cycling policy focuses on developing a framework to improve cycling infrastructure, safety and convenience. 

The cycling policy’s key objectives of relevance to the Basin Reserve project include:

• To improve cycle safety throughout Wellington;

• To improve the convenience of cycling in Wellington; and 

• To improve the experience of cycle trips to and from the Central Area.

Each of these objectives are supported by a number of policies that highlight the Council’s position on achieving the objectives. 

The most relevant policies that relate to the Basin Reserve project include:

• Every opportunity to make the city as safe as possible for cyclists must be explored; and

• Every opportunity must be taken to make improvements to the cycle network to make the routes safer and more convenient.

The roads around the Basin Reserve are identifi ed as either existing or proposed cycle networks. The Basin Reserve project should 

provide for a separation between the SH1 traffi c fl ows and cyclists, contributing to safety improvements and also convenience 

for cyclists. 

Walking Policy

The walking policy aims to provide a framework for promoting walking, improving the walking environment, and increasing the 

number of walking trips.

The walking policy’s key objectives of relevance to the Basin Reserve project include:

• To promote the benefi ts of walking so that more people walk;

• To improve pedestrian safety throughout the city; and 

• To increase the number of commuter trips taken by foot to and from the Central Area.
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Each of these objectives are supported by a number of policies that highlight the Council’s position on achieving the objectives. 

The most relevant policies that relate to the Basin Reserve project include:

• Every opportunity should be taken to ensure the pedestrian network is accessible to all users where practicable;

• Every opportunity to make the city as safe as possible for pedestrians must be explored; and 

• Explore every opportunity to make the walking routes from areas within 25 minutes potential walk from the Central Area as 

interconnected as possible for pedestrians. 

The Basin Reserve project should consider how to create severance between SH1 traffi c and pedestrian facilities to make the 

area safer for pedestrians and interconnected wherever possible. This would improve safety for walkers and potentially increase 

the number of walking trips from the Basin Reserve area into the CBD. The project needs to recognise and celebrate the high 

number of people who currently walk from Newtown to the CBD and also the potential for this number to further increase with 

the growth of the Adelaide Road. 

A.8 Community Facilities Policy 

Community facilities refer to both the physical buildings and the focal points within communities where citizens can come 

together. The primary objective of the Community Facilities Policy (CFP) is that, “Everyone in Wellington should have the 

opportunity to use community facilities”. 

A key principle of the policy is reasonable access. Community facilities need to be located and designed in a way that maximises 

access. This means that: facilities are easy to get to, get in and around particularly for people with disabilities and people feel 

welcome to use community facilities.

With the Basin Reserve being a signifi cant international sporting venue the provision of improved pedestrian access is an 

important consideration as well as the provision of passenger transport options. Other community facilities within the study 

area include the National War Memorial and St Josephs Church. 

A.9 Built Heritage Policy 2005

The Wellington City Council has a statutory obligation under the Historic Places Act 1993 and the Resource Management 

Act 1991 to identify and provide for the protection of the city’s heritage. The Built Heritage Policy takes into account these 

legislative and strategic requirements and changes as well as a number of development issues that are impacting the city’s built 

heritage. The policy has an overall vision of making Wellington a creative and memorable city that celebrates its past through 

the recognition, protection, conservation and use of its built heritage for the benefi t of the community and visitors, now and for 

future generations. The policy recognises the challenge is to protect the most valued heritage places in an evolving environment 

while meeting the needs of a rapidly changing community.

The Built Heritage Policy 2005 is based on the following goals:

• Recognition - Wellington’s built heritage is recognised as contributing to understanding of cultural diversity and awareness 

of sense of place; 

• Protection, conservation and use - Wellington’s unique character is enhanced by the protection, conservation and use of its 

built heritage; and

• Sustainable economic use - Wellington’s built heritage is acknowledged as contributing to a vibrant economy.

In developing the options for the Basin Reserve upgrade consideration will be given to the various historic buildings and features 

within the study area and how these can be recognised, protected and enhanced in line with the above policy. 
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