
Cambridge to Piarere 
Route Protection

WHAT IS ROUTE 
PROTECTION?
Route protection is the 
identification and protection of 
land for a future public work, in this 
case a new road. The design of the 
new road that will form part of the 
RMA applications is known as the 
consenting design and is developed 
to inform the “footprint” or the land 
that requires legal protection. Route 
protection often occurs early in the 
life of the project. 

Route protection is not intended to 
finalise the exact detail of the future 
Cambridge to Piarere expressway 
– this is refined during the detailed 
design phase. 

Once route protection is secured, 
future project stages include 
detailed design, tendering and 
construction. For some projects, 
the time between route protection 
and construction is short, but in 
other projects it can be some years 
or decades before construction 
begins. This Project is yet to secure 
funding for property acquisition 
and construction for the new 
expressway. Project funding is 
expected to be some years away. 

INTRODUCTION
State Highway 1 (SH1) is New Zealand’s most significant highway and in 
combination with the State Highway 29 (SH29) route to Tauranga, they provide a 
vital link in the continuing growth of the key economic areas of Auckland, Waikato 
and the Bay of Plenty.

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency has investigated the long-term safety improvements 
on the section of SH1 between Cambridge and Piarere (the Project) using the business 
case process. The business case has identified a preferred route for a 16km long four-lane 
expressway extending from the southern end of the Cambridge Section of the Waikato 
Expressway to the intersection of SH1 and 29 at Piarere. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
Waka Kotahi intends to lodge, under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA), 
a Notice of Requirement (NoR) for designations with Waipa and Matamata-Piako 
District Councils and applications for resource consents with Waikato Regional 
Council (RMA applications) in late 2022. 

The purpose of the designation is to obtain route protection for the new expressway 
between Cambridge to Piarere. The regional consents relate to the management of effects 
on the natural environment (e.g. stormwater, earthworks, vegetation). 

ROUTE PROTECTION PROVIDES LONG TERM PLANNING CERTAINTY
Route protection provides property owners, businesses and the community with certainty 
on where the expressway route will be in the future, which can help people make informed 
decisions about their own land and the development of that land. Route protection occurs as 
the first step even if the Project is not being constructed for several years (or decades). 

HOW DOES ROUTE PROTECTION WORK?
Route protection for the expressway between Cambridge to Piarere will be achieved by way 
of a designation in the Waipa and Matamata-Piako District Plans. A designation allows a 
requiring authority (in this case Waka Kotahi) to use the land for specified public works. It is 
effectively a form of zoning over a site or route indicating where and how the land is likely to 
be used in the future, along with any restrictions or conditions that may apply. 
To secure the required designation of land for the Project, Waka Kotahi will submit a NoR 
to the Councils. This is done under the provisions of the RMA. Once confirmed through this 
process, the designations are included in both the Waipa and Matamata-Piako District Plans.   
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A NoR is similar to applying for resource 
consent. It is a statutory process under 
the RMA and the NoR is to notify the 
Councils that it is seeking to designate 
land for the Project. 

In preparing the NoR, Waka Kotahi will:

• Continue consultation with the 
community, stakeholders, mana 
whenua and affected property owners;

• Undertake specialist assessments and 
assess the environmental effects, i.e. 
visual, ecological, noise, archaeological 
of the Project and how they can be 
avoided, managed or mitigated.  

CONSULTATION DURING A NOR’S 
DEVELOPMENT
An important part of developing a 
NoR for the Project is consulting 
with potentially directly affected 
landowners and occupiers. Neighbours, 
the community, mana whenua, 
businesses, government and community 
organisations are also consulted with. 

Your involvement will assist Waka 
Kotahi to consider everyone’s views and 
potential issues and effects of the Project. 

PROPERTY OWNERS AND 
DESIGNATIONS
Typically, Waka Kotahi begins to acquire 
the land required two to three years 
before construction starts. Waka Kotahi 
contacts property owners to begin 
purchase negotiations under the Public 
Works Act 1981. This is likely to start 
once the “footprint” of the Project and the 
land area that requires legal protection is 
known. 

Once a designation is in place, property 
owners can continue to use, own, buy or 
sell their designated land for many years, 
right up until Waka Kotahi needs the land 

for construction. Selling land to another 
party before Waka Kotahi requires it, is 
acceptable as long as the designation is 
disclosed to the prospective purchaser. 

If a property owner wishes to change the 
use of their land, or to build or develop 
on land that is subject to a designation, 
they need to discuss such proposals with 
Waka Kotahi. This is to make sure that 
the future construction of the Project is 
not hindered. 

Waka Kotahi are mindful that the Project 
investigations and development process 
can create a significant amount of stress 
and uncertainty for you and property 

owners. Waka Kotahi are committed to 
minimising the impact these processes 
can have on landowners and we will treat 
you with respect and keep you informed 
of any progress. 

Anyone facing a change of circumstances 
or having difficulties selling their property 
should contact Waka Kotahi to ascertain 
what processes and criteria apply in 
these circumstances. 

Ongoing communication between us 
during this time is important for everyone 
so please do not hesitate to contact us 
at any time if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

WHAT IS A NoR? For more information on 
how to participate in the 
RMA process, you can 
find a number of relevant 
guides on the Ministry 
for the Environment 
website at:
mfe.govt.nz/rma/processes-and-how-
get-involved/everyday-guide-rma

We are happy to provide copies 
of these to you should you 
not be able to access the 
guides.

confirmed, modified or withdrawn. The 
Councils can also impose conditions on 
the designation. 

Waka Kotahi is then required to make a 
decision on whether to accept or reject 
the recommendation in part or full. 

The opportunity exists for the Councils or 
any submitter to appeal the decision of 
Waka Kotahi to the Environment Court. 
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It is an important part of assessing the 
optimal way to avoid, remedy or mitigate 
any effects. 

PARTICIPATING IN THE FORMAL 
NOR PROCESS
The NoR will be prepared and lodged 
with the Waipa and Matamata-Piako 
District Councils. 

Waka Kotahi are requesting that the 
Councils publicly notify the NoR (and 
the resource consents). Being publicly 
notified means, anybody can make a 
submission on the Project. 

Following submissions, a public 
hearing will be held (if required) and 
will be overseen by independent 
commissioners (this could also include 
representation from the respective 
Council’s Councillors). Waka Kotahi 
representatives will present evidence 
relating to what Waka Kotahi proposes to 
do. As a submitter, you can speak to your 
submission at the hearing, or you can 
bring someone along to represent you 
and/or present evidence on your behalf. 

Waipa and Matamata-Piako District 
Councils who will consider the NoR 
recommends to Waka Kotahi whether 
they think the designation should be 
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