
Our work surrounding the Belfast Cemetery

CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS
Building the Belfast Road bridge and 
interchange will include many truck 
movements to bring in fill, piles and 
other materials. It will also involve 
diggers and a crane with a hammer 
attached to install the piles. All the 
work in this area will take around 
three years to complete.
The ground improvement work will 
involve installing wick drains and 
timber piles. Wick drains relieve 
groundwater pressure that increases 
when you put more fill on the 
ground.  In total in this area we will 
be installing 71km of wick drain – 
each around 8m deep. These will be 
pushed vertically into the ground. 
For the foundation of the bridge 
abutment, we have to install over 
500 timber piles. These piles will 
minimise the settlement of the 
bridge under its own weight and the 
weight of the new road over the top. 
•  Work on the west abutment is 
expected to start mid-March 2017: 
194 piles to be installed (3 weeks) 
•  The pier abutment is planned 
for early May 2017: 80 piles to be 
installed (1 to 2 weeks) 
•  Work on the east abutment will 

then follow in mid-May: 236 piles (3 
to 4 weeks) 
We are also building a new access to 
the cemetery. Some trees near the 
entrance will be removed as part of 
this work. 

Why are we not digging?
The new motorway needs around 
1.2 million cubic metres of fill. We 
will not be excavating for the new 
road as such; rather we will build 
it on top of the existing ground. 
Making the motorway slightly raised 
above ground level. The raised 
embankments to carry the new road 
will rise to eight metres to meet the 
height of the bridge. 

Letting it all settle
We need to allow the ground to 
settle, the embankments take a long 
time to settle. So for a long period 
of time after the embankments have 
been constructed, you will not see 
any diggers, trucks or other heavy 
machinery on this part of the project. 
For instance it takes Guthries Road 
more than 300 days to ‘settle in’ and  
the embankments will take around 
90 to 120 days. 

GENERAL INFORMATION
• Our standard construction work 
hours are Monday to Saturday 
between the hours of 7.00am to 
7.00pm. 
• There will be increased noise, dust 
and vibration levels associated with 
most of the construction works. We 
will do what we can to lessen this. 
• Keep yourself and other visitors at 
a safe distance from the work site: 
please stay behind the construction 
fences at all time. 
• All works are subject to on-site 
construction conditions, some 
things will be finishing early other 
jobs may be delayed or need to be 
rescheduled.

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
Sign up to receive email updates by 
emailing info@cncalliance.co.nz or 
online at www.nzta.govt.nz/cnc
Call us: free phone 0800 262 200 
Or drop in at our project site office 
at 145 Winters Road, Mairehau 
during office hours or you can call 
us at 0800 CNC 200 to arrange an 
appointment.

We are building the Belfast Bridge embankments and the Guthries 
Road permanent diversion. Work started in January 2017 with a 0.5m 
thick layer of gravel fill: our working platform. This work is being 
followed by ground improvements and embankment construction. 

Image left showing the future Belfast Road 
bridge (for illustration purposes only). Below: 
Piece of wick drain and piling rig in action. 
Overview new motorway and Guthries Road 
diversion.
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