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Safety first and foremost

Construction sites have always been dangerous places to be, 
but workplace practices have greatly improved through the 
last century; scenes like the above (“Lunch atop the Rockefeller 
Centre in New York”) although dramatic are, thankfully, no 
longer a regular occurrence.

Project progress
Since our last update the D2P team have been forging 
ahead making excellent progress throughout the 
project. This was particularly evident with the opening 
of the new Korokoro overbridge four weeks ahead of 
schedule. This early reconnection between Korokoro 
and Hutt Road meant that there was less disruption to 
local motorists and the team were able to progress to 

working in other areas sooner than planned. 

Traffic has been on the permanent southbound alignment under 
the Korokoro overbridge all the way to the MacKenzie Avenue 
bridge for some months now and June should see one more traffic 
switch in this area when the SH2 northbound lanes move onto 
their new permanent route. However, to allow final construction 
of the Korokoro interchange, the lanes will split just before the 
existing intersection, with the right-hand lane continuing on the 
new road and the left-hand northbound lane shifting back to its 
current position. The free left-hand turn at Korokoro will also 
remain during this last phase before the final design is reached 
later this year. 

The new, permanent entrance to the Park ‘n’ Ride carpark off 
SH2 southbound is already in use but we are delighted that due 
to fantastic progress one lane on the McKenzie Avenue bridge 
is opening early. This will happen at the same time as the SH2 
northbound lanes shift and will allow the new, permanent exit 
from the Petone Station Park ‘n’ Ride carpark to also come into 
use. Signs will be in place to show commuters the new route.

Work on Hutt Road continued throughout April and May and 
is almost finished. The main focus was on paving, of both the 
road and the new car park, and this is now complete. The new 
pedestrian crossings and driveways have been installed, as has 
the handrail on the footpath near the roundabout, and the new 
staircase from the Interchange to Hutt Road is open. 

Lunchtime atop a Skyscraper’ was taken by Charles C. Ebbets during the construction of the 
GE Building at Rockefeller Center in 1932.

Workplace practices have 
changed – safety harnesses 
are now worn when working 
at heights.

Did you know?
At its peak of activity 
there have been up to 150 
people working on the D2P 
site at any given time, all 
carrying out a variety of 
operations. As part of the 
safety measures carried out 
on D2P, more than 1000 
people have been through a 
site induction process. 

To date, nearly 560 people have 
received a full site induction which 
allows them to work on site or 
visit regularly, while a further 540 
people have attended a brief visitors’ 
induction. 

This includes the many school 
children who have followed the 
project’s progress and toured the site 
with members of the D2P team.

All workers on the D2P site undergo 
induction training to ensure they 
understand and follow the safety 
procedures and protocols of the 
site-specific Health and Safety 
Management plan. Everyone attends 
the weekly ‘toolbox’ meetings to 
make sure they are aware of the 
hazards on site which can vary 
depending on the work being 
undertaken at any particular time. 
For example, when the big cranes 
were on site to place the enormous 
bridge beams at Dowse Interchange, 
workers were reminded of the 
dangers of working at heights and of 
being around lifting equipment. 

The FHJV members (Fletcher 
Construction and Higgins) as large employers in a potentially high risk 
industry, are involved in an ACC partnering scheme managing their 
own accident and compensation risks through private insurers rather 
than paying levies to the government provider. As such, the companies 
take an holistic approach to the safety, health and well being of their 
employees and this is evident on the D2P site.

In fact, the D2P team were delighted to have their great safety and risk 
management record acknowledged when they were announced as a 
finalist in the Wellington Region Gold Awards – Best Practice, ACC 
Workplace Safety Award which recognises excellence in workplace 
safety practice.

The new Korokoro overbridge is already in use and excavation for the northbound lanes continues.

Now there are just a few small items to finish off and with a bit of 
general tidying up our work here will be done!

The new entrance to Percy Scenic Reserve is starting to take 
shape, with the road close to completion. The next big milestone 
in this area is to move the Caretaker’s house to its new location at 
the bottom of Dowse Drive. This will allow the team to complete 
the turning circle at the end of the access road.

Finally, there is still work to finish near Dowse Interchange. Earlier 
on in the project we created a new culvert to divert a stream 

from Percy Scenic Reserve. The existing highway still runs over 
the top of the old culvert and so we will be digging this out and 
lowering the road by about one metre in this area. Work can then 
continue to the on and off ramps so they can be set on their new 
alignments and the final tie-ins, where they join the new highway, 
can be completed.

Overall, despite a tough start to winter, the project is still 
definitely ‘on programme’, and once again we would like to 
thank everyone for their continued patience in adapting to all the 
construction work and traffic management arrangements.



Contact details

For more information

Phone: 0800 D2P 555

Email: d2p@nzta.govt.nz

Hutt Infoline: 04 570 6660

www.nzta.govt.nz/d2p

SH2 northbound lanes and Petone Park ‘n’ Ride exit are changing

The most important thing on any 

building, construction or work 

site is not getting the job done; it 

is getting the job done safely.

That means that here on D2P we take 
great care to make sure that all the 
people who work on the project are safe, 
that all our visitors are safe, and that all 
members of the public who use the roads 
and footpaths are also safe.

All the workers on site have to wear PPE 
which stands for Personal Protective 
Equipment. The most recognisable item 
is probably the bright orange vest which 
is easy to spot in daylight and also shows 
up in the dark. Then there is the hard 
hat to protect the head from knocks and 
also steel-capped boots which protect a 
worker’s feet.

Different types of work mean extra 
equipment too: safety harnesses are 
worn when working at heights; goggles 
protect eyes from chemicals or bits 
flying into them when drilling or sawing; 
and ear muffs protect the wearer’s 
hearing when working near really loud 
equipment. 

SH2 northbound lanes will move onto their new, permanent route at the end 
of June. However, to complete construction of the new retaining wall south of 
Korokoro bridge, the lanes will split just before the pedestrian footbridge. The 
right-hand lane will continue on the new road with the left-hand northbound 
lane returning to its current position. The free left-hand turn at Korokoro will 
remain, as will the temporary traffic signals at the new Korokoro overbridge 

intersection. 

YOU SHOULD USE THIS LEFT-HAND LANE TO ACCESS KOROKORO FROM SH2 NORTHBOUND.

At the same time, the exit from the Park ‘n’ Ride carpark will change to its new, permanent route 
across the McKenzie Avenue bridge. Commuters will travel over the bridge, turn left onto Pito-One 
Road, left into Priests Avenue and left again onto SH2, remaining in the left-hand lane if they wish to 
go to Korokoro or Petone. Just remember – left, left then left again!

There will be no right-turn available into, or out of, Priests Avenue. Traffic travelling to Korokoro from 
SH2 southbound must exit at Dowse Interchange, travel south along Hutt Road and use Korokoro 
overbridge. Park ‘n’ Ride carpark users should use Dowse Interchange to access SH2 southbound.

The exact day of the change, which is subject to suitable weather conditions, will be announced on 
radio traffic bulletins and will also be advised to road users using electronic signs. 

You may find it useful to refer to this map which shows the revised layout and traffic routes.

Know your route before you travel - visit www.nzta.govt.nz/d2p

On the Job – Adam Hunt 
Safety Coordinator

A born and bred Wellingtonian, Adam Hunt was delighted 

to secure his current role on the D2P project.

Adam’s construction career 
began nearly 20 years ago 
when he joined the NZDF 
Territorial Army. As well 
as learning how to handle 
explosives and blow-up 
bridges, it gave him a taste 
for building them too and 
he completed his carpentry 
apprenticeship in 1997.

It was as a senior apprentice 
that he began training 
colleagues in safety 
procedures. 

“Unfortunately, I didn’t follow 
my own advice and injured my back lifting too-heavy equipment 
by hand,” Adam says. “That ended my carpentry career, but 
means that I know what I am talking about when I tell the guys 
that safety is paramount and they shouldn’t take short cuts to get 
a job done more quickly.”

His back has since healed which means that he can play happily 
and safely at home with his two young children, 10yr old son 
Liam and baby Ella Grace who, at only a few months old, doesn’t 
present any lifting problems just yet!

Adam is charged with ‘creating a culture that promotes site 
safety as a critical success factor’ and one of his biggest 
challenges on D2P has been to ensure that everyone that comes 
on site, whether a visitor, temporary labourer or long-term sub-
contractor, buys into the ‘Safety First’ attitude. The excellent 
safety statistics are evidence that they do.
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NOTES
No access to SH2 southbound from Park ‘n’ Ride - use Dowse Interchange
Access to Korokoro from SH2 southbound MUST exit at Dowse Interchange 
and use Hutt Road and Korokoro overbridge
Wellington to Korokoro MUST be in left hand SH2 northbound lane

Health and Safety Coordinator 
Adam Hunt models the latest 
fashion in site-wear!

Hard hat

Goggles

Reflective 
strips for 

high visibility

Steel capped 
boots

Flourescent 
jacket and 
trousers

Ear muffs


