
FINDING OUT 
THE FACTS! 
ANSWERING 
YOUR QUESTIONS 
ON: ŌHAU POINT 
SAFE STOPPING 
AREA
Thanks for the great feedback we received  
at the NCTIR information evening on  
28 June – our team is currently working  
through all the comments. This is the  
first in a series of myth busters on safe  
stopping areas along the Kaikōura coast. 
Continue to give us your feedback. Most designs 
for the safe stopping areas are only at the draft 
concept stage (around 10% complete) and we’re 
still working on them. 

For more information and to see concept designs 
go to: www.nzta.govt.nz/kaikoura-earthquake-
response/safety  

CONCERN: There will be no access to the 
waterfall at Ōhau Point 
The Ōhau Stream walk remains closed at 
this time and until further notice because it 
is unsafe due to earthquake damage. Public 
access is also currently restricted in this area 
due to the SH1 reconstruction work. 

The Department of Conservation together with 
the owners of the private land that contains 
the waterfall pool is assessing the feasibility 
of repairing the earthquake damage and 
reinstating the track. 

CONCERN: There will be no access down to 
the sea at Ōhau Point
We heard strong views on access along the 
coastal corridor, and are currently investigating 
options on this matter, we will share 
information on this when we can.

CONCERN: Work is about to start on Ōhau 
Point lookout
To ensure value for money we started on 
the base foundations as part of the seawall 
production but overall we are still in the design 
stage. We expect Ōhau Point to be the first safe 
stopping area completed - by October 2018. 
Work on the other areas will also begin later in 
2018 and will finish in late 2019.

CONCERN: The sea wall is really high
To protect the new road and the people 
travelling on it from extreme coastal weather 
and earthquakes, the seawall at Ōhau Point  
is a maximum of 9 metres high (from 
foundation level). 

Following the earthquake, many rebuild options 
were investigated for Ōhau Point such as 
building a bridge or a tunnel, or reinstating the 
former road. 

Moving the road onto land the earthquake had 
pushed up, and protecting it with a seawall was 
chosen as the most balanced solution because 
it also included protection from further rockfall 
as well as being designed to be responsive to 
earthquakes and extreme coastal weather. Plus,  
we could re-open SH1 while construction was  
completed. 
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