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Northland
The NZ Government, through the 
New Zealand Transport Agency and 
its partners, is working on a number 
of projects in Northland to upgrade 
the state highways and improve the 
region’s connections with the rest of 
the country.

Upgrades to the road network will 
improve safety for travellers in 
the region, and will provide more 
lanes and resilience during extreme 
weather.

The projects are being developed as 
part of three ‘corridors’:

• Auckland to Whangarei 
• Twin Coast Discovery Route
•  Northland Internal Connector 

Northland is an increasingly popular 
tourist destination, and it is seeing 
more commercial and freight traffic. 
Better routes in the region will 
benefit residents, businesses and 
visitors alike.

The winding stretch of SH12 through Matakohe, with its 
narrow one-lane bridges, is to be straightened to create a 
safer and more direct connection.
The Matakohe Bridges are on SH12 on 
the Twin Coast Discovery Route, near the 
Kauri Museum. This stretch of highway 
is the main route to Dargaville for visitors 
and businesses. 

The layout of this section of highway 
has tight corners and one-way bridges, 
creating:

• A safety risk for all users; and
• Delays for commercial freight vehicles 

travelling from the west coast
Improvements are likely to include a 
realignment of this section. This means 
straightening the route and building new 
two-lane bridges and intersections to 
improve safety and access.

TIMELINE
We are investigating ground and 
environmental conditions in the area, and 
will be seeking community feedback on 
the detailed design. 

Community consultation in May-June will 
include consideration of:

• What we do with the current road once 
the state highway is realigned

• Where local roads access the realigned 
state highway

• What the new intersections will  
look like

• How we enhance the environment, 
including stormwater treatment and 
landscaping.
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If you have questions or comments, email us at  
connecting-northland@nzta.govt.nz or visit www.nzta.govt.nz


