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“I have been waiting for the grade separated interchange here for over 20 years. It will double 

the quality of my life when it is completed.” 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“The provision/protection of a future northern railway alignment is crucial as it will allow for 

people from outside the area to commute (this route should actually become the main N/S 

route for the railway through the Hutt Valley as it would be directly serving the City.” 
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“Lower Hutt is currently far too car dominated. The only way to reduce traffic congestion is 

to make it easy and attractive to use public transport and to walk and cycle. Improving the 

public transport connection with the pedestrian/cycle bridge combined with increased 

service frequency on the Melling line will make these modes much more attractive.” 

“Keep traffic flowing and fix the flood protection - weather events are getting more frequent 

so we need a resilient transport network.” 

“The traffic is already a mess, creating further disruption is not an option.” 

“You don't want to wreck the shopping character of Central Hutt and create parking 

problems.” 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 













































 

 
 

 
 
Melling Interchange/Bridge 
NZTA 
P O Box 5084 
WELLINGTON 6145 
 
10 June 2018 

 
 

SUBMISSION/FEEDBACK ON RIVERLINK TRANSPORT OPTIONS 
 

   
 

Introduction 
 
The Hutt Valley Chamber of Commerce & Industry Incorporated (HVCCI) welcomes this opportunity 
to provide feedback on the RiverLink transport improvements comprising a Melling Interchange at 
SH2 connected to a replacement River Bridge and repositioned Melling Railway Station and 
associated Pedestrian/Cycleway River Bridge. 
 
The HVCCI has long been an advocate for improved roading and transport infrastructure to 
encourage efficiencies and resilience not only to meet the needs of the business community it 
represents (700 Businesses) but also in satisfying the expectations of the wider community.  
 
The RiverLink project provides a once in a lifetime opportunity to address and transform this key 
area of the City and the principal stakeholders (NZTA/GWRC/HCC) should be striving for the most 
effective outcomes this project can deliver. Suboptimal compromises should not be considered 
when addressing issues of long term flood protection and transport efficiency.  
 
 

Feedback on SH2/Melling Interchange Options   
 

The HVCCI understands that over 40 options for the Melling/SH2 intersection improvement have 
been evaluated and we are pleased that a grade separated interchange at SH2 is included in all 
three favoured options.  
 
We would have thought that a consistent interchange design similar to those at Dowse and SH58, 
with elevated roundabout, would have featured as one of the options promoted. It has been 
indicated through enquiries we have made that, in addition to issues around pedestrian and cyclist 



safety, there are two other factors which discount this option being; restricted area availability 
(distance between the hills and river) and the mismatched directional traffic feeds at this location. If 
this is not correct then we would seek a further consideration of this option over traffic light 
options.  
 
Subject to our preceding comment we have a preference for the “Direct Connection to Queen 
Drive” option. This option provides a number of benefits over the other two options with the key 
ones being; 

1. It removes the conflicts to traffic movements during construction that the Melling Link 
option would have.ie the existing bridge would remain fully operational whilst the new 
bridge was being constructed. 

2. The Indirect Queens Drive connection option appears confusing and includes an additional 
set of traffic lights which could impede traffic flows and safety. 

 
There are, however, a number of areas that the HVCCI would see as matters to be considered in 
ensuring the success of the “Direct Connection to Queens Drive “option. These include; 

1. That the river bridge includes a minimum of two traffic lanes in each direction with 
separated and non-conflicting pedestrian/cycling capacity. 

2. That the interchange approach ramp from SH2 north bound be two lanes to provide capacity 
at the traffic lights to minimise any traffic tailback onto SH2. 

3. Practicality of the bridge providing for traffic to be at grade on Rutherford Street due to the 
increase in stop bank height and short distance available between that intersection and the 
new stop bank.. 

4. That the traffic management arrangement on the Hutt (CBD) side of the bridge must provide 
for the efficient movement of traffic to and from the bridge. HVCCI considers the following 
aspects to be crucial; 

a. That the Queens Drive Link road be a minimum of two lanes in each direction. 
b. That the intersections at Rutherford Street and High Street be designed to provide 

for the most efficient traffic flows. ie if roundabouts are the optimum solution then 
they should be installed – this could necessitate land acquisition to achieve. 

c. Consideration should be given to traffic flows beyond the immediate Queens Drive 
Link Road to ensure efficient dispersal and receipt of traffic and extend to addressing 
a whole variety of solutions including possible one way roading options. 

 
 
 
Feedback on Melling Railway Station and Pedestrian/Cycling Bridge 
 
The HVCCI sees the repositioning of the Melling Railway Station to a location adjacent to the Hutt 
City CBD as a positive outcome. We envisage that this will provide a much improved public 
transport link to the Hutt City shopping area, the business precinct and will provide additional 
transport options for existing Hutt City CBD area residents and those envisaged to occupy 
apartments to be established as part of the RiverLink Project.  
 



The positioning of the new Melling railway station should be immediately adjacent to the envisaged 
pedestrian/cycling bridge to provide access across the river to link with the CBD at Daly Street 
north. The protection of users of the bridge from frequent inclement weather is essential to ensure 
maximum acceptance and use of the bridge connection.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The HVCCI is keen to see progress in the effecting of these key infrastructural transport solutions 
and is happy to provide feedback and assistance in furtherance of their delivery.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Neville Hyde 
President and Acting CEO 
Hutt Valley Chamber of Commerce & Industry Inc. 
 
 



7 May 2018 10:00 am | NZ Transport Agency  

The RiverLink project team is seeking public feedback on three options for a new interchange at the 
SH2/Melling intersection and a new river bridge.  

The transport improvements are important to the success of the overall RiverLink project which 
aims to improve flood protection, improve the flow and efficiency of traffic and contribute to the 
revitalisation and economic growth of Lower Hutt’s city centre. 

“RiverLink is one of the most ambitious transformation projects ever undertaken in Lower Hutt – a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to greatly strengthen the protection of the lives, property and 
businesses from flooding,” Lower Hutt Mayor Ray Wallace says. 

“I have no doubt it will also stand to breathe new life and confidence into the central city.” 

The RiverLink team developed and rigorously explored 43 options for a new interchange at 
Melling/SH2 and has narrowed the options to three designs for a diamond interchange. 

View larger image [PDF, 1.9 MB] 

“These options are safer and more efficient for drivers than the current intersection and meet 
objectives to reduce flood risk, improve access for walking and cycling and maintain local road 
connections,” NZTA’s Director of Regional Relationships Emma Speight says. 

http://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/projects/melling-transport-improvements/riverLink-melling-interchange-options.pdf
http://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/projects/melling-transport-improvements/riverLink-melling-interchange-options.pdf
http://www.nzta.govt.nz/assets/projects/melling-transport-improvements/riverLink-melling-interchange-options.pdf


Many options were discounted because they didn’t solve safety, efficiency and flooding problems or 
did not have appropriate connections into the city. At-grade improvements, roundabouts, and a 
diverging diamond interchange were discarded for these reasons.  

“We will use the feedback from our stakeholders and the community, along with technical 
information, to identify a preferred option,” Ms Speight says. 

“Selecting a preferred option will then allow Greater Wellington Regional Council and the Hutt City 
Council to integrate the interchange design with their plans for improved stopbanks and an 
enhanced city centre.” 

Community engagement will be open from Monday 7 May until Sunday 10 June 2018. 

The community is invited to give feedback and can attend one of three open days at the Dowse Art 
Museum. The project team is also available to discuss the project at the Riverbank Market and the 
Queensgate Mall at selected dates in May. 

Details and the online feedback form can be found at www.RiverLink.co.nz (external link)  

The NZ Transport Agency works to create transport solutions for all New Zealanders – from helping 
new drivers earn their licences, to leading safety campaigns to investing in public transport, state 
highways and local roads. 

 

http://www.riverlink.co.nz/












by Glen Smith
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https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/ehq-production-australia/09692ac89a062c9f6efa5d47d08e5a301fad2cbd/documents/attachments/000/070/328/original/RiverLink_Newsletter_No.9_final_web.pdf?1518126770


http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/council-reports/Report_PDFs/2016.428a2.pdf
http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/council-reports/Report_PDFs/2016.428a2.pdf






 



 

 

 











https://www.nashvilledowntown.com/go/korean-war-veterans-memorial-bridge



