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Greater Wellington Regional Council
(GWRC), Hutt City Council (HCC) and
the New Zealand Transport Agency
(NZTA) are working together to achieve
some big improvements for Lower Hutt
- the project is called RiverLink.

RiverLink aims to address flood protection, city centre
revitalisation and transport objectives.
The purpose of this engagement is to get your input on
the transport improvement options we’ve developed and
to provide an update on our flood protection works.

Flood protection
Channel width – A wider channel will reduce the risk of
flooding.

Transport
Safety – We aim to make the intersection safer for
motorists, cyclists and pedestrians.
Reliability – A new interchange and river bridge will
reduce congestion and delay during peak travel periods.
Transport choice – We are seeking to improve access to
the city centre for pedestrians, cyclists and those using
public transport.

Channel constrictions – The Melling Bridge restricts flood
flows and traps debris being carried by a flood. We are
investigating how and when to replace the Melling Bridge.
Resilience – New stopbanks would reduce the risk of
flooding in Lower Hutt and the Melling intersection.

Lifestyle making places
Economic and social needs – City centre revitalisation
will attract people and investment and boost the city
economy.
Identity – Becoming a ‘River City’ will strengthen the
identity and the sense of who we are for the people of
the Lower Hutt. A new Melling Bridge will provide a better
‘front door’ gateway into the city.
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How you helped design the future Melling experience
The team at RiverLink has asked for your input at various stages to help create a new Melling experience that will better
meet your needs for getting around and enjoying your community.

Your feedback on Melling
The Transport Agency talked to over 70 people at the Riverbank Saturday market and at Melling railway station and held
in-depth face-to-face interviews with local residents and business owners. We asked people about their experience using
the Melling intersection and bridge. The word cloud below summarises what people had to say.

Moving the railway station
We also talked with Melling rail commuters
about moving the railway station south to
make room for a new interchange.
The feedback we received indicated that
more people prefer the rail station be moved
to opposite the pedestrian/cycle bridge into
the city centre.

PAIN IN THE NECK

How we’ll address your ‘pain points’
Our interviews teased out the points of pain for those accessing the Melling area. The map below shows these pain points
and how the transport improvements will help address them.

PEDESTRIANS
FEEL UNSAFE
Pedestrians will
be separated
from traffic.
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SPEED OF
VEHICLES
Highway
traffic will be
separated from
the interchange
traffic so those
turning won’t
be affected
by the speed
of motorway
traffic.

TRAFFIC
SIGNALS
There will
no longer
be at-grade
traffic signals
on SH2 at
Melling.

QUEUE
FOR RIGHT
TURN INTO
MELLING LINK
A grade
separated
interchange
eliminates
queuing on
SH2 through
lanes.

LACK OF
PARKING AT
MELLING
STATION
A new Melling
station could
have 200 more
car parks than
the current
station.

POOR CYCLING
INFRASTRUCTURE
The new
interchange will
have better cycling
connections and
separate facilities
for both cyclists
and pedestrians.

BRIDGE
IS TOO
NARROW
A new bridge at
either location
will be wider and
allow for more
traffic lanes.
Pedestrians and
cyclists will be
separated from
traffic.

Transport and urban design changes in Lower Hutt
Over the past few years you’ve told us how important flood protection is, how we can improve your ability to move around
Lower Hutt and what kind of urban experience you’re seeking.
This map shows the positive changes RiverLink will deliver when fully implemented.

LEGEND

Potential western access
Potential eastern access
Local roads intersection
upgrades
Stopbank
Hutt River trail
Wellington to Hutt Valley
walking and cycling path
Cycle route
Existing rail line

HOW YOU HELPED DESIGN THE FUTURE MELLING EXPERIENCE
Melling transport improvements

River corridor

Our project team has looked at a range of options to
improve transport at Melling. We want to share our short
list of three options and explain how they were selected.

Our project team considered your comments from various
community events as we’ve progressed the preliminary
design for the river corridor. We can now show how
the river corridor design has brought together the flood
protection elements and lifestyle components to produce
improved resilience and an enhanced environment.

Things we considered were:
•	where to locate a new river bridge and how it connects
to Hutt City
•	pedestrian and cycling safety
•	options for connecting Tirohanga Road and Harbour
View Road

The Hutt City Council has committed funding in its Long
Term Plan (LTP) and the Greater Wellington Regional
Council have signaled funding in their draft LTP between
2018 and 2028.

•	fit with flood protection measures
•	impacts to the space for the Hutt River
•	location of the Melling railway station
•	the interchange form (ie diamond, roundabout, etc).
NZTA has not yet committed funding or determined the
timing for the transport improvements.
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Three options for Melling transport improvements
The three options now being considered have the following things in common:
•

a grade separated diamond interchange

•

a new river bridge

•

reduces risk of flooding to the city centre

•

reduces traffic congestion

•

requires local road improvements

•

safer than current intersection

•

removes the at-grade traffic signals from SH2

•	moves

the railway station closer to the city centre and provides better park and ride

•

Tirohanga Road connects to Harbour View

•

pedestrians and cyclists are separated from traffic

•

future proofed for a possible extension of the Melling railway line.

Diamond interchange with an indirect connection to Queens Drive
How this option is
different:
•	has an indirect
connection onto
Queens Drive

REALIGN
ED PHAR
AZYN STR
EET
STOPBANK

OLD BRIDGE

•	allows more local
traffic to avoid
the interchange
because of the
direct connection
to Pharazyn.

STOPBANK
Preferred location for a new railway station

PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE BRIDGE

•	reduces traffic
congestion more
than the other
option because
of the distance
between the
intersections

CONNECTION TO
TIROHANGA ROAD

R

RIVE

ER

RIV

STOPBANK

LEGEND
Realigned SH2

STOPBANK

EET

RUTHERFORD STR

New bridge
Proposed traffic signals
Possible walking & cycling path

HIGH STREET

Intersection improvements

Schematic not to scale
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Diamond interchange connecting to Queens Drive
How this option is
different:
•	provides a direct
connection onto
Queens Drive

CONNECTION TO
TIROHANGA ROAD

•	provides good
walking and cycling
connections into
the city centre

REALIGNED PHARAZYN STREET
STOPBANK

OLD BRIDGE

PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE BRIDGE

•	promotes a more
compact city centre.

STOPBANK
Preferred location for a new railway station

R

RIVE

ER

RIV

STOPBANK

LEGEND
Realigned SH2

STOPBANK

EET

RUTHERFORD STR

New bridge
Proposed traffic signals
Possible walking & cycling path
Intersection improvements

HIGH STREET

Schematic not to scale

Diamond interchange connecting to Melling Link
How this option is
different:
•	provides a direct
connection into
Melling link

CONNECTION TO
TIROHANGA ROAD

•	provides good
walking and cycling
connections into
Melling

•	traffic delays and
disruption as the
bridge is built
around the existing
road network.

station

E
OLD BRIDG

REALIGNED PHARAZYN STREET
PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE BRIDGE

•	reduces the
effectiveness of
flood prevention
work because the
bridge will be at the
narrowest part of
the river

STOPBANK
Preferred location for a new railway

STOPBANK

ER

RIV

R

RIVE

STOPBANK

LEGEND
Realigned SH2

STOPBANK

EET

RUTHERFORD STR

New bridge
Proposed traffic signals
Possible walking & cycling path

HIGH STREET

Intersection improvements
Schematic not to scale

5

Update on the river corridor design work
We have confirmed the shape and form of the river corridor to deliver an increased level of flood resilience, an enhanced
urban space and improved links in and out of river corridor.
We are ready to start the work needed to prepare resource consent applications for the required consents and then begin
construction.
Some parts of the project can begin soon under existing GWRC and HCC statutory approvals. For example, the Belmont
Stormwater Treatment Wetland will start taking shape later this year.
Boat landing and linear skate track near Ewen Bridge.

Belmont Stormwater Treatment Wetland
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Tell us what you think

Decisions

We welcome your comments on the options for a new
Melling interchange and how a new bridge should connect
into Hutt City. There are several ways to get involved:

You should know that funding hasn’t been agreed and
timing for this project is uncertain. The Transport Agency
needs to decide:

•	Attend a public open day (see the RiverLink.co.nz
website for more details)

• the preferred option

• Go online – www.riverlink.co.nz and give your views
•	Send our team an email at melling-improvements@
nzta.govt.nz

How we’ll use your feedback
We will use your feedback, alongside technical information,
to select a preferred option.

• the timing of the project
• how the project could be funded.
Following this engagement period, the NZTA will:
•	work with GWRC and HCC to assess the technical
information and the community feedback
•	make decisions on the above.

Timeline
GWRC, HCC and NZTA continue to align design and
implementation programmes within the RiverLink
framework.

More information
2009 – HCC
Making Places concepts

2012 – GWRC
Flood protection option development

2015 – GWRC
Flood protection option selected

2017 – RiverLink Preliminary design

2017 – NZTA Melling intersection
indicative business case
2018 – NZTA Melling transport
improvements detailed business case

2019 – RiverLink
Resource consents and detailed design

LATE 2018 – NZTA
Decision

2021 – RiverLink construction begins

•	You can check out more information about the RiverLink
project on our website at www.riverlink.co.nz
• Feedback closes on Sunday 10 June 2018
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After evaluating 43 options for improving transport at the Melling/SH2 intersection, the RiverLink team have arrived at three
options. We want your help to ensure that we didn’t miss any important issues.
1. Where would you prefer the bridge connection to Hutt City centre to be located?
(tick your preferred option – see diagrams on pages four and five)
Direct Connection to Queens Drive

Indirect Connection to Queens Drive

Connection to Melling Link

What makes you prefer this location?

TEAR FORM OFF HERE

RiverLink feedback form

2.	Please select the three factors most important to you in selecting a preferred option for a new interchange and bridge.
minimising travel disruption during construction
pedestrian and cyclist safety and convenience
ability to accommodate any future expansion of rail network
fit with future Hutt City street pattern
ability to minimise local road traffic queues
ability to acheive flood protection goals
cost/value for money
legibility / easy to find your way
transport safety
ability to make best-use of left over land
easy access to city centre and hospital
other
Why are these factors important to you?

3.	What other factors should we consider when selecting a preferred option? Have we overlooked anything?

Name																Email
Suburb/City														Would you like to subscribe to project updates?

Y

N

Complete feedback form, submit it at an open day or by post Melling Interchange PO Box 5084, Wellington 6145 or you
can email your feedback to: melling-improvements@nzta.govt.nz. Feedback closes on Sunday 10 June.

TEAR FORM OFF HERE

4. What else would you like RiverLink to consider?

