Historic Home of Compassion Crèche
Restoration and relocation within Memorial Park
The Home of Compassion Crèche building is being restored and relocated within the area that will become
the National War Memorial Park.

The crèche is registered as a Category I Historic Place and will be a feature of the park with a
picket fence and garden reminiscent of the original.
The building at 18 Buckle St is being relocated away from planned roadworks and will be
strengthened for the move. It will be rolled to the back of its site and then lifted it up to a new
position on a higher level.
The move is likely to occur in stages from May to July 2014. Dates will be publicised closer to
the time.

Learn more
The Home of Compassion Crèche Relocation/Heritage Management Plan
www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/memorial-park/docs/crhm-plan-1-7.pdf
Mother Suzanne Aubert (Sister Mary Joseph)
www.teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/2a18/aubert-mary-joseph
www.compassion.org.nz/suzanne-aubert/the-story-of-suzanne-aubert

Why is the crèche significant?
•	The crèche is a physical reminder of the life and beliefs of the nun Mother Suzanne Aubert
whose pioneering social work in the late 19th and early 20th Centuries made her an
important figure in New Zealand history. She is being considered by the Vatican to become
New Zealand’s first Catholic saint.
•	The building was the first of its kind in New Zealand – built specifically to care for children
while their low-income mothers were at work. It was built in 1914 to continue the childcare
service that Mother Aubert founded in 1903 and was used as such until 1973.
•	The crèche marked the start of a gradual change in society’s attitudes to working mothers from disapproval to acceptance - and laid the groundwork for other childcare centres.
•	The architectural significance of the building comes from its design by prominent
Wellington architect John Sydney Swan as a domestic version of the Gothic style often
used for churches.
•	The crèche is the last remnant of the Catholic precinct that developed from the late
19th Century on the land north of the Basin Reserve. Among the cluster of buildings were
St Anthony’s Soup Kitchen and St Joseph’s Home for Incurables, both founded by Mother
Aubert. The early St Joseph’s Church and St Patrick’s College buildings were also here.
•	The crèche is one of the few remaining examples of the early institutions run by the Sisters
of Compassion, members of the first home-grown Catholic order in New Zealand. Mother
Aubert founded the order which continues to make an important social and spiritual
contribution to this day.

View of the crèche from Buckle Street before it was
boarded up. Many people walk past the building
unaware of its existence or historic importance.
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Views of the crèche, probably taken in the 1950s.

The original architectural drawings of the crèche. Mother Suzanne Aubert had the vision to build the crèche, which was
the first of its kind in New Zealand. It was designed by John Sydney Swan and built in 1914.
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