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The Basin Reserve improvements: what results will they deliver?

SH1
Through traffi  c from Mt Victoria Tunnel to Buckle Street 
will be separated from local traffi  c and take a more direct 
route to the north of the Basin Reserve. 
This will: 

•  Reduce congestion for vehicles using the streets around the Basin Reserve

•  Speed up travel times for SH1 traffi  c in the morning peak hours (up to 35%) 

•  Reduce by 35% the traffi  c in the streets around the Basin Reserve, improving safety 

for pedestrians and cyclists 

•  Enable a dedicated public transport lane

•  Improve bus journey times and reliability between Adelaide Road and Kent and 

Cambridge Terraces. 

SH1 traffi  c heading east from the CBD to the airport will generally not be aff ected by 

either bridge option, with little change in travel times. 

Local traffi  c, buses and cyclists 
•  Local and Wellington Regional Hospital traffi  c will use the current route around the 

Basin Reserve.

•  The route will include dedicated bus and cycle lanes, which could be upgraded to take 

a high-quality bus system in future. 

•  A shared walking and cycle path will be provided between Mt Victoria Tunnel and 

Kent Terrace

Urban design, pedestrian facilities
•  New buildings, pocket parks and activity areas could be integrated at the edge of the 

Mt Victoria neighbourhood.

•  A new high-capacity bus stop will be built on Rugby Street between Government House 

and Adelaide Road, for both school pupils and the general public.

•  Removing the school bus stop from the drop-off  area near St Mark’s Church School will 

reduce students’ need to cross traffi  c lanes.

•  A pedestrian plaza will be created at the entrance to the Basin Reserve.

•  Improved pedestrian crossings will be installed at Kent and Cambridge Terraces and the 

Rugby Street/Adelaide Road and Paterson Street/Duff erin Street intersections. 

SH1 Strategy: SH1 westbound 

traffi  c is separated from local 

traffi  c and rerouted on the north 

side of the Basin Reserve. SH1 

eastbound traffi  c has better 

access to Mt Victoria Tunnel.

Local traffi  c strategy: Local 

traffi  c stays on the north-south 

roads, with congestion eased by 

separating SH1 traffi  c. Buses and 

bicycles share a dedicated lane.

The SH1 improvements enable 

design improvements around the 

Basin Reserve.
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