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SH1 – a key national and local route 

Overview
SH1 between the Basin Reserve and Cobham Drive: 

•   Provides a vital and the most direct route between the eastern suburbs (including the 

airport) and the CBD

•  Provides many connections to local communities, particularly Hataitai and Kilbirnie

•  Is the gateway to Wellington for tourists travelling from the airport. 

SH1 also provides important links to regional facilities in the Town Belt, such as Hataitai Park, 

including the netball courts and the velodrome.

This section of SH1 has only one lane in each direction. It has reached its capacity and is 

regularly congested at peak times on workdays – and increasingly at weekends too. 

Vehicle traffi  c
•  Almost 40,000 vehicles travel through Mt Victoria Tunnel each day, while 35,000 vehicles 

use Ruahine Street and Cobham Drive. 

•  Because SH1 is at capacity, motorists are increasingly using alternative routes such as 

Evans Bay Parade, Palliser Road and Constable Street. The traffi  c on Evans Bay Parade and 

Palliser Road, for example, is predicted to double in the next 15 years if SH1 isn’t improved.

•  Because SH1 is at capacity, the amount of traffi  c using it isn’t expected to increase 

signifi cantly if improvements are not made.

•  Because SH1 is congested and more vehicles are using longer alternative routes, vehicles 

will increasingly use more fuel and generate more CO2 emissions.

Costs
Building a second Mt Victoria Tunnel and widening Ruahine Street and Wellington Road is 

expected to cost about $430 million.  

The Mt Victoria tunnel was built in 1931. 

Almost 40,000 vehicles travel through it 

each day. It is operating at capacity 

Ruahine Street was built a couple of years 

after Mt Victoria Tunnel was completed. Prior 

to this, traffi  c used to pass through Hataitai 

village and Moxham Avenue. Ruahine Street 

is regularly congested at peak time. 

Wellington Road separates the Hataitai and Kilbirnie communities. Between Kilbirnie Crescent and Ruahine Street, 

Wellington Road only has one lane in each direction and is regularly congested at peak time.
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