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Wellington city – the environment 

Topography – valleys and ridges 
Mt Victoria Tunnel runs through the Mt Victoria ridge line. 
Ruahine Street, Taurima Street and Wellington Road are at 
the base of the ridge line’s eastern slope.
Wellington’s topography has always infl uenced the way the city’s buildings, streets and roads 

have been sited and developed. 

The north-south streets (Ruahine Street and Moxham Avenue in Hataitai, and Kent and 

Cambridge Terraces in Mt Victoria) run parallel to the Mt Victoria ridge line and along a valley 

fl oor. West-east streets tend to slope towards the valley fl oors; they include Taurima Street, 

Goa Street, Wellington Road, Paterson Street and Ellice Street. 

Urban grid 
Wellington city is defi ned by its distinctive and historical street grid. Street views often end at 

bush-clad ridges or the harbour, reminding us of Wellington’s amazing natural setting.

The grid includes some signifi cant urban streets such as Moxham Avenue. 

Urban form 
Wellington has a number of distinctive urban areas. Around Mt Victoria Tunnel and Hataitai 

these include:

•  The residential areas in Mt Victoria and Hataitai – compact settlements that are contained 

within the open space of the Town Belt

•  The recreational areas of the Town Belt and Hataitai and Kilbirnie Parks

•  The dense vegetation of the Town Belt.

Landmarks 
The area also has some landmark buildings and places that are unique to Mt Victoria and the 

eastern suburbs, with those on the eastern side of Mt Victoria refl ecting Wellington’s natural 

and cultural heritage. They include:
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Mt Victoria Tunnel – the 

west entrance

Mt Victoria Tunnel – the 

east entrance 

The Hataitai shops Hataitai Park

The Town Belt  The pohutukawa on 

Ruahine Street

Kilbirnie Park  The Zephyrometer.

Cross section along Ruahine Street

Typography within the study area

Urban grid and main axes Hataitai


