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The SH1 improvements: what results will they deliver? 

The project goals
By duplicating Mt Victoria Tunnel and widening Ruahine Street and Wellington Road, we aim to:

•  Ensure that most traffi  c between the eastern suburbs and the CBD uses the more direct and 

effi  cient SH1 route, rather than alternative routes such as Evans Bay Parade or Palliser Road.

•  Ensure that SH1 functions more effi  ciently than it does now

•  Maintain and improve vehicle access to local streets and key facilities

•  Ensure people can still travel between neighbouring communities

•  Provide improved and safer facilities and connections for pedestrians and cyclists

•  Maintain bus travel times and reliability on the route between Hataitai and Kilbirnie. 

As a result of the proposed SH1 improvements: 

•  The proportion of vehicles using SH1 between the eastern suburbs and the CBD will 

increase by over 70% by 2026

•  Travel times along SH1 will reduce from eight to fi ve minutes (despite the increased traffi  c) 

•  Along key local roads, traffi  c will reduce by 70%, making these routes more suitable for 

public transport, local access and cycling. 

Access to properties and urban streets 
SH1’s effi  ciency as a ‘through route’ will be improved by: 

•  Providing a safe ‘service lane’ that enables people to access their properties along 

Ruahine Street and Wellington Road

•  Limiting the connections to key roads and providing signals 

•  Removing the connections between some local streets and SH1. Instead, these streets 

will connect to service lanes, which provide access to private properties.

Key Features
The proposed improvements include:

•  A wide pedestrian and cycling facility within the new Mt Victoria Tunnel

•  A new shared cycle and pedestrian path separated from the SH1 roadway, which will 

provide pedestrians and cyclists with a generous and safe route between the eastern 

suburbs and the Basin Reserve. This path connects the existing cycle path on Cobham Drive 

with the cycle path along Karo Drive. Plantings will help to retain the park-like experience 

for those using SH1

•  Additional signal-controlled pedestrian crossings along Ruahine Street at Goa Street and 

at the intersection with Wellington Road. This will make it easier for pedestrians to walk 

between the community and the Town Belt 

•  Keeping the widened Ruahine Street in its existing location, retaining the historic structure 

of Hataitai village

•  Designing the widened Ruahine Street so that those who drive along it enjoy improved 

views of the Town Belt

•  Keeping the widened Wellington Road in its existing location, retaining the distinction 

between Hataitai and Kilbirnie

•  Creating a ‘green corridor’ along the southern edge of Wellington Road to connect the 

Town Belt with Kilbirnie Park and the former sea edge.

The SH1 improvements will give some routes priority, 

such as those providing high-quality public transport. 

Some routes will be used as key bus routes, others for 

moving large amounts of general traffi  c. Still other 

routes will be used for local trips, so will be more 

pedestrian and cyclist friendly.
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SH1 helps to defi ne Hataitai: separating the Town Belt from 

Hataitai and Hataitai from Kilbirnie.

SH1 is an important ‘through route’. Motorists also use 

it to access communities in the area. While some local 

streets will not connect to SH1, they will connect to a 

service lane that runs parallel to SH1.

A ‘green corridor’ linking the Town Belt with Kilbirnie 

Park will reinforce Wellington Road’s role in defi ning the 

boundaries of the Hataitai and Kilbirnie communities.

An artist’s view of the pedestrian cycle path along Wellington Road. This path will be shared with vehicles accessing 

the few properties on Wellington Road.


