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The new Mt Victoria Tunnel 

What is proposed
The existing tunnel will be kept and provide two lanes for traffi  c travelling towards the city. 

The existing pedestrian and cycle path will be removed.

A second 700 metre long tunnel will be built immediately to the north of the existing tunnel. 

It will provide two lanes for traffi  c travelling towards the airport. 

•  This is the same location suggested in the 1970s’ studies and the Corridor Plan. 

•  The new tunnel will be built at the same level as the existing tunnel to ensure people can exit 

in an emergency.

•  We expect that both tunnels will be ventilated through the portals, avoiding the need for 

ventilation stacks on Mt Victoria.

A four metre wide pedestrian and cycle path will connect the Basin Reserve with Taurima Street 

(at Hataitai village). It will also connect to a new pedestrian and cycle path along Ruahine Street.

It will go to the north side of Paterson Street, through the new tunnel and exit to Taurima Street. 

Key features
•  The eastern entrance will be designed to blend with the bush-clad slopes of Mt Victoria.

•  The western entrance will refl ect the area’s urban landscape. 

•  The tunnel has been located to minimise its impact on the Town Belt and Mt Victoria’s southern 

edge.

Other features
•  Paterson Street will need widening to connect to the western entrance of the new tunnel. 

This will aff ect properties along the northern side of Paterson Street. While the NZTA already 

owns most of them, some are still privately owned. 

•  An historic building at 7 Paterson Street (built in 1869 for William Waring Taylor) may need 

to be relocated or removed.

•  Hataitai Kindergarten on Taurima Street will need to be relocated or removed. 

•  While the left turn to Taurima Street from SH1 will stay, drivers wanting to make a right-hand 

turn from Taurima Street to the tunnel will have to use the intersection at Goa Street.

•  Some of the buildings on the corner of Austin Street and Austin Terrace will be aff ected during 

the tunnel’s construction (their foundations may need strengthening before the boring starts). 

•  The existing pedestrian bridge at Taurima Street will be replaced with a pedestrian and 

cycle path.
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Before

The view from next to St Mark’s Church School on 

Paterson Street, looking east towards the existing Mt 

Victoria Tunnel.

Before

Mt Victoria Tunnel’s eastern entrance from Ruahine Street. 

Taurima Street is just beyond the trees.

After

Ruahine Street widened to four lanes. The view shows 

the eastern entrance of the new Mt Victoria Tunnel from 

Ruahine Street. It features a pedestrian and cycle path on 

the left. The pedestrian and cycle bridge is in the foreground.

Photo of tunnel construction from WTA scoping report. The tunnel will be bored for 

most of its length. A small section of cut-and-cover tunnel is likely to be needed at the 

Hataitai entrance.
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Key features
Brougham Street connection to Paterson Street closed, but connection for 

pedestrians and cyclists retained 

Between Brougham Street and Austin Street, 14 properties aff ected. 

12 properties owned by the NZTA, two properties need to be acquired

Mt Victoria Heritage Precinct

Access to school retained

Western portal for new tunnel, treated to be consistent with the urban 

landscape of Mt Victoria

Buildings on the corner of Austin Street and Austin Terrace may be aff ected 

during the construction of the tunnel

New tunnel includes four metre wide pedestrian and cycle path

Existing tunnel

Ruahine Street alignment encroaches into Town Belt up to 15 metres from 

existing southern kerb

Eastern portal for new tunnel, treated to incorporate the vegetated slopes of 

Mt Victoria

Hataitai Kindergarten would need to be relocated

Left turn for tunnel traffi  c into Taurima Street retained. Right-hand turn 

out of Taurima Street closed

New pedestrian and cycle bridge

New parking area to replace parking spaces on Taurima Street

Six metre wide service lane shared with pedestrians and cyclists

Four metre wide pedestrian and cycle path between Mt Victoria Tunnel and 

Hataitai Village

SH1

New pedestrian and cycle path

Local streets

Buildings that will be aff ected
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After

The approaches to the duplicated tunnel from Paterson 

Street, showing both entrances. The view shows the 

single slip lane for traffi  c exiting SH1 to the Basin 

Reserve, while cars using SH1 are shown beyond the 

concrete barrier. 

The tunnel’s western entrance (Mt Victoria). The tunnel’s eastern entrance (Hataitai).


