
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency is working with Nelson City Council (NCC)  
and local iwi to develop a package of improvements to address transport issues  
in Nelson over the next 30 years. 
We have come up with three long-term packages of improvements 
but not all of these will be submitted for funding and we want 
your help to decide which package or combination of packages 
will work best for Nelson and the surrounding region.

This brochure outlines the thinking that has gone into these 
packages and shows which ideas are the same between all  
three packages and which ideas are different. At the back  
of this brochure is a form that you can fill in and send back  
to us. Alternatively, you can visit our website and have  
your say there and also see what other people are saying  
www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/nelson-future-access-project.

Before you continue reading, we also want to acknowledge this 
will feel like a familiar exercise for some people because there 
have been previous studies that have informed the ideas we  
are presenting to you. A lot has changed since we last talked  
to you. On page 9, we explain what has changed and also what 
the previous studies taught us.

Thank you for helping us plan a vibrant future for Nelson. After 
your feedback is analysed, the project team will put forward  
a single proposed package and you will have a second opportunity 
to comment before the finalised package is submitted for funding. 

To find out more about this project:
visit  www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/ 

nelson-future-access-project
email nelsonfutureaccess@nzta.govt.nz

NELSON FUTURE  
ACCESS PROJECT

JUNE 2020

HAVE YOUR SAY...
Complete our feedback form at the end of this brochure or online at 
www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/nelson-future-access-project

Church Hill, Pikimai
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Interesting facts

The project area
We are focusing on a central area of Nelson that extends from Rutherford 
Street/Waimea Road to the east and south to the Annesbrook Drive 
roundabout and then north along SH6 to the Haven Road roundabout. 

However, there are people further out that will be affected by what this 
project does, and this larger area extends beyond Richmond to the south 
and west, and up to Atawhai in the north.

What we’re trying to achieve 
This project is aligned with NCC’s priorities around infrastructure, 
environment and city centre development and council’s focus for 
2020/21 to create a sustainable transport culture. 

We are also working to achieve the goals of the Government, which 
place greater focus on safety, accessibility, resilient and liveable cities, 
and the environment. This also means reducing dependency on  
non-commercial private vehicles, and recognising how the transport 
system can improve access to economic and social opportunities.

In this context, and in a nutshell, this project will contribute to: 
•  Making it easier for people and freight to move around and  

through Nelson 

•  Providing more choices for people to get to where they want  
to around Nelson

• Improving the quality of the urban environment for people 

• Providing a safer transport system that people feel safer using

• Making the transport system more resilient.

75% of vehicles on Waimea and 
Rocks Roads are single occupant

The number of journeys within 
the project area are forecast 
to increase from 100,000  
to 140,000 per day by 2048.

 60% of all journeys 
within the 
project 
area are

5km
or less

up 
40k 
by 

2048

Nelson is the Smart Little City. It is a vibrant place  
– where we are deeply connected with, and committed 
to, our natural, social and cultural environment. Clever 
business and innovation help us thrive. We enjoy living 
fulfilled lives in smart, sustainable communities.

AREA OF
PROJECT

AREA OF
INFLUENCE
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What components are essentially the same in every package? 
We can achieve a lot in Nelson by making better use of what we 
currently have available. 

So, in the short-term, we want all our packages to include these  
basic elements: 
•  Core cycling and pedestrian improvements to support land-use 

intensification, connect routes, and encourage more people to  
walk and cycle, which is better for their health and the environment 
(lower carbon) and take advantage of the emerging trends such  
as Ebikes.

•  Public transport improvements including ticketing and  
service improvements.

•  Local area traffic calming measures to make our streets  
safer and our neighbourhoods more liveable.

•  Intersection upgrades to support better vehicle movement  
including giving more priority to buses.

•  Speed management on parts of the network to make our 
neighbourhoods vibrant places to live and safer for people  
walking and cycling.

•  Revising parking and public transport fares to encourage  
walking, cycling and using the bus. 

•  Marketing and promotion of different ways to travel to work  
 and school.

We expect these improvements to occur in the short-term, regardless 
of what long-term options are ultimately selected. We have called this 
our short-term package of improvements and we expect to refine these 
improvements depending on which long-term package (or combination 
of packages) is selected. (See timeline on page 9.) 
These short-term improvements also align with the desired outcomes 
within Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency’s ‘Keeping Cities Moving’ 
(www.nzta.govt.nz/walking-cycling-and-public-transport/keeping-cities-
moving) document, see below diagram, and the land-use intensification 
proposed under the ‘Nelson Tasman Future Development Strategy’ 
(www.tasman.govt.nz/my-council/key-documents/more/future-
development-strategy).
The vast majority of these improvements fit within the existing 
road space. For more information on the short-term package of 
improvements, please visit our website: www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/
nelson-future-access-project. If we get funding, we expect these  
short-term improvements to be made by 2028.

Challenges

Environment

Economy

Access Poor connections 
Limited travel choices

Better transport networks 
Affordable options

Efficient resource use 
More productive business

Reduced emissions 
Less impact on land and water

More physical activity 
Less pollution and noise

Fewer crashes 
Safer activity modes

Growing congestion  
Inefficient use of land and resources

Growing emissions 
Adverse ecological impacts

Secondary lifestyles 
Adverse impacts from air quality and noise

Increasing Deaths and Serious Injuries 
Risks to vulnerable users

Health

Safety

Benefits

A diagram, from the ‘Keeping Cities Moving’ document, showing the transport benefits that mode shift can achieve for our cities.

A Rocks Road walking and cycling facility, including a new seawall to address sea-level 
rise and the ageing of the existing wall, is included within the costs of each of the long-term 
packages but not in the short-term package cost. On its own it is estimated to cost $50-$60M.
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(short-term 

package):
$150-190M



4 | Nelson Future Access Project June 2020

The three Long-term packages
Together with the short-term package of improvements, we have 
developed three different transport packages to ensure the transport 
system supports the Nelson of 2048. These have been developed to 
help move more people through our main arterials or via an additional 
new route. Based on modelling, we predict these long-term packages 
will be needed between 2030 and 2035.

These are:
1.  Priority Lanes – adding lanes to SH6/Rocks Road and  

Waimea/Rutherford (peak period clearways) for priority traffic 
2.  Widening of the Coastal State Highway Corridor  

(provides two lanes in each direction) for general traffic
3. Building a new Inland Route – with or without priority traffic

Each achieves the desired outcomes in different ways and have  
different impacts on the community, our heritage, our culture  
and natural systems. 

We are looking for feedback from you  
on what you think the best ways are to 
meet future growth and uncertainties. 
When considering this we would like 
you to think about how the city is 
changing, the impact of climate change 
and how we might best meet the 
increasing number of trips – both  
long and short – that people need 
to take. 

We have appointed a team of specialists with expertise in a broad  
range of areas including transport planning, environmental impacts, 
urban design, economic, heritage and culture. We asked this panel 
to look at the three long-term packages and provide us with an 
assessment of their impacts. To help you consider the long-term 
packages, we have provided you with a summary of their thinking  
under each package. Also provided here is a graph showing how  
the specialists scored each of the long-term packages against the 
project’s desired outcomes.

Specialist Score on Project Desired Outcomes

Project 
Outcomes

Priority 
Lanes

Coastal Corridor 
Widening

Inland Route 
Package

Moving people 
and freight

Nelson is more 
accessible

Quality urban 
environments

Feels safer  
and is safer

Resilience 

Significantly positive compared with status quo
Moderately positive compared with status quo
Slightly positive compared with status quo
No benefit

Further outcomes identified by the team of specialists are discussed  
in the following pages as part of the description of each package.

Timing

Package option When would we need to do this by?

Short-term package  
of improvements

Within the next 10 years

Priority Lanes Within the next 15 years

Coastal Corridor Widening Within the next 15 years

Inland Route Package Within the next 15 years

Funding
Nothing is yet determined and funding will only be sought once a single 
draft proposal is decided. Funding would most likely come through a mix  
of local and central government funding.

Feels safer and is safer
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Priority Lanes Package
Building on top of the short-term package,  
this long-term package aims to further 
improve public transport, walking and cycling 
trips with the goal of reducing the number of 
single-occupant vehicles using the two main 
arterial routes (SH6/Rocks Road and Waimea/
Rutherford) between Annesbrook roundabout 
and the Haven Road / SH6 intersection. 
This option would create priority lanes for 
buses and possibly vehicles with more than 
one passenger to provide for a less congested 
journey into and out of the Nelson city area. 
There will be some localised widening and 
changes to the main arterials, including 
making parking only available during off peak.
This option also includes making Rocks Road 
more resilient to climate change and widening 
it to provide a 5m walking and cycling facility. 

Different ways we could use these priority lanes
This package provides flexibility to use 
the priority lanes for different vehicles. For 
example, the Rocks Road priority lanes might 
allow freight whereas the Waimea/Rutherford 
priority lanes might only be allocated to buses 
and multiple occupant vehicles. Over time, as 
demand changes, the vehicle mix could also 
be modified.
The specialists told us that this package 
gives flexibility for the future as we could use 
these lanes for certain vehicles at certain 
times. It provides more opportunity than the 
other packages to improve public transport 
and its connection to walking and cycling 
facilities. There would also be environmental 
improvements if the priority lanes were used 
for buses and cars carrying passengers rather 

than for general traffic. It also allows for good 
journey times. On the other hand, there would 
be some impact on some properties, where 
a metre or so of frontage might be needed 
and from a heritage point of view this option 
impacts on listed features such as the Rocks 
Road chain fence, seawall and some buildings. 
Also, if all lanes were ever to be used for 
general traffic, there would be environmental 
consequences and increased demand for 
parking in the city. 

See the feedback 
questions to give  
us your views on 
this package

COST:
$220-250M, 

excludes the short-term package
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Coastal Corridor Widening Package 
Building on top of the short-term package 
of improvements, this long-term package 
incorporates significant road widening to 
four lanes for general traffic on SH6 between 
Annesbrook and Haven Road roundabouts. 
The additional capacity provided is for 
 general traffic to use on a 24/7 basis.
This option also includes making Rocks Road 
more resilient to climate change. A 5m walking 
and cycling facility would be separated from 
the traffic by landscaping and parking.
The specialists told us that this package 
provides extra traffic capacity to support 
regional growth by providing additional  
lanes along the existing state highway 
corridor. It would reduce the traffic pressure 
along Waimea Road and there would be 
more reliable journey times into the city.

On the other hand, it would be more difficult 
to cross Rocks Road and access the waterfront 
and key destinations along Tahunanui Drive. 
There would be negative impacts for people 
living along the route as it would make 
property access more difficult. There would 
also be more property frontage impacts than 
for the priority lanes package. From a heritage 
point of view this option has significant 
impacts, including impact on a number of 
listed features such as the Rocks Road chain 
fence, seawall and buildings. This package 
would create parking issues in the city and 
would make it more challenging to make 
Nelson more liveable and environmentally 
sustainable and able to reduce dependency  
on single-occupant vehicles.

See the feedback 
questions to give  
us your views on 
this package

COST:
$500-540M, 

excludes the short-term package
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Inland Route Package
This long-term package looks at using the 
old railway alignment and St Vincent Street 
corridor (prior Nelson-Southern link corridor) 
to cater for the predicted long-term increase in 
transport demand. It builds on the short-term 
package of improvements and includes a new 
road which could be configured in a number 
of ways (e.g. it could be the State Highway 
taking all the traffic including freight or it could 
become a route for priority vehicles such as 
buses and vehicles with multiple occupants). 
This package also includes improving the 
existing connection between St Vincent Street 
and the city centre. If the new route became  
a route for all traffic, the current SH6 between 
Annesbrook and Haven Road roundabouts 
would be re-designated a local arterial route. 
The new road would come with facilities such 
as pedestrian crossings, features to reduce 
noise such as smooth surfaces and noise 

walls, and safe speed zones. The existing cycle 
facility would be maintained. If the long-term 
decision was for this route to become a state 
highway taking general traffic, there would 
also have to be consideration of additional 
safety measures such as creating a slow speed 
urban village section between the Victory 
Community Centre and Northesk Street or 
undergrounding a portion of St Vincent Street 
under the Toi Toi intersection. 
The specialists told us that this package helps 
Nelson because it provides extra traffic capacity 
to support our growing region and that it is less 
susceptible to the impact of climate change 
than the coastal options. It also gives flexibility 
for the future as we could use the new route for 
just priority vehicles. Because the Inland Route 
would cater for long-term transport demand, it 
would be likely that the widening of Rocks Road 
to provide for a 5m space for walking and  

cycling could occur earlier under this scenario. 
This would make Rocks Road more resilient 
to climate change but would also impact on 
the seawall and heritage chain fence. The 
specialists also told us that this package has  
to address negative impacts similar to those 
raised in response to the previous Nelson-
Southern Links proposal, including air quality 
impacts that could be challenging to mitigate. 
If the decision was to allow all traffic to travel 
this route, it would also create parking issues in 
the city and make it more challenging to make 
Nelson more liveable and environmentally 
sustainable and able to reduce dependency  
on single-occupant vehicles.

COST:
$190-220M 

excludes the short-term package

A cut and cover underpass at the 
Toi Toi and St Vincent Street 
intersection would add an 

extra $30 to $40M.

See the feedback questions 
to give us your views on 
this package
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Previous investigations
Our team has looked at Nelson transport investigations 
over the past two decades. 
The most recent of these is also the most informative. During 
mid-2015 work started on ways to better connect Nelson’s 
 town centre with the south. This phase of work was completed 
in June 2017 and it recommended:
•  A range of interim measures that encouraged more travel 

choice and improved traffic flow on SH6 (Rocks Road) and 
Waimea Road. This included enhanced public transport; 
encouragement of walking and cycling; speed management; 
land-use controls; and parking restrictions.

• Development of a new arterial route.

•  Further consideration of walking and cycling improvements  
to Rocks Road. 

You will recognise many of these components in the packages 
that we are asking you to provide feedback on. 

What’s changed since 2017?
Waka Kotahi is now working in partnership with NCC to take 
a broader look at Nelson’s transport system under current 
transport policy*. Together, we are also considering future 
growth, climate change and land-use intensification, as set 
out in the Nelson-Tasman Future Development Strategy. It’s 
important to keep Nelson moving as it grows, reduce the CO2 
emissions and address the threat to infrastructure from sea-
level rise. NCC has also been working on its priorities around 
infrastructure, environment, city centre vibrancy and how to 
make the most of our world class waterfront. 
We also have better information about how climate change  
will affect our infrastructure. This means we can better estimate 
costs for facilities near the coast such as a Rocks Road walking 
and cycling facility. We can make better investment decisions 
about the Rocks Road Walking and Cycling facility once we 
know our long-term plan.

20
20

20
21

How to get involved
You can:
•  Answer our feedback questions which begin on page 11. 

•  Give us feedback via our online form and map www.nzta.govt.nz/
projects/nelson-future-access-project

•  Ring and speak to us or leave a message and we will phone you back.

Project team contact details:
Phone number: 03 984 8354
Email address: nelsonfutureaccess@nzta.govt.nz 

PROJECT TIMELINE:
  Next steps

July 2020

Aug – Nov 2020 

Nov 2020

Community feedback

Identify a preferred long-term 
package and refine short-term 

package

This recommended package will 
inform NCC’s Long-term Plan as  

well as Waka Kotahi’s National  
Land Transport Programme

Funding decision - Funders 
expected to make decisions

Community invited to 
comment on the combined 

preferred package

Early 2021

Mid 2021

* You can read more about the Government Policy Statement on Land Transport on the Transport 
Agency’s website: www.nzta.govt.nz/planning-and-investment/national-land-transport-
programme/government-policy-statement-on-land-transport/



OPTIONAL

What gender do you identify as?

 � Male 

 � Female

 � Gender diverse

Which of the following best describes the age group you belong to?

 � 14 years or under

 � 15-24 years

 � 25-34 years

 � 35-44 years

 � 45-54 years

 � 55-64 years

 � 65-74 years

 � 75 years or over

What ethnicity/ethnicities do you identify with?

 � NZ European 

 � Māori 

 � Samoan

 � Tongan

 � Chinese

 � Indian

 � Other

CONTACT DETAILS

Full Name .................................................................................................................

Email address  .........................................................................................................

Where do you live? ................................................................................................

Where do you work? .............................................................................................

Are you giving feedback on behalf of a group or organisation?

 � Yes – I am the official spokesperson 

 � No – these are my own personal views

If yes, name of group or organisation: 

.....................................................................................................................................

Would you like to subscribe to receive updates  
on this project by email?

 � Yes

 � No

How do you travel to and from Nelson City Centre  
in the peak morning and evening hours?

 � Private Vehicle

 � Work/Trade Vehicle

 � Bus

 � Cycle

 � On foot

 � Other

 � I avoid peak hour travel

 � I don’t need to travel to the city, during peak times 

Use this form to tell us what you think about the Nelson Future Access Project. We’d like 
feedback by 5pm, Friday 24 July. Submit the form to us via the council office or return to:  
Waka Kotahi – NZ Transport Agency, FREEPOST AUTHORITY: 258522, PO Box 594, Nelson 7040 
or email nelsonfutureaccess@nzta.govt.nz

Ngā korero muna – Important privacy information: All personal information that you provide 
via this feedback form will be held and protected by the Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency in 
accordance with our privacy statement (available on our website) and with the Privacy Act 1993.

NELSON FUTURE  
ACCESS PROJECT 
FEEDBACK FORM



Continued over page…

 Q1  Which long-term transport package is likely to be the most 
successful in enabling the vision for Nelson of ‘Nelson is the 
Smart Little City. It is a vibrant place – where we are deeply 
connected with, and committed to, our natural, social and cultural 
environment. Clever business and innovation help us thrive. We 
enjoy living fulfilled lives in smart, sustainable communities’?

 �  Priority Lanes Package

 �  Coastal Corridor Widening Package 

 �  Inland Route Package

Q2  What package do you think will help you change  
the way you choose to travel?

 � Priority Lanes Package

 � Coastal Corridor Widening Package 

 � Inland Route Package

Why do you think that?

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

Q3 Which package best responds to sea-level rise? 

 � Priority Lanes Package

 � Coastal Corridor Widening Package 

 � Inland Route Package

Q4: Which package best responds to reducing carbon emissions?

 � Priority Lanes Package

 � Coastal Corridor Widening Package 

 � Inland Route Package

Do you have any additional comments about your choices?

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

THINKING ABOUT  
WALKING AND CYCLING…

Q5  Which long-term package is likely to be the most  
successful in getting more people to walk and cycle  
between Annesbrook and the city centre?

 � Priority Lanes Package

 � Coastal Corridor Widening Package 

 � Inland Route Package

Why do you think that?

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

Q6  Do you prefer cycle paths separated from road traffic  
or on-road cycle lanes?

 � Separated cycle paths

 � On-road cycle lanes

Q7  If you are a cyclist, what type of cyclist are you? 
Tick all that apply:

 � I’m a confident cyclist

 � I’m a nervous cyclist

 � I only like riding on a protected or dedicated cycle-lane

 � I commute by bike 

 � I ride my bike for recreation and fun

 � I cycle with my family

Do you have any additional comments about walking or cycling?

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................  



SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT PARKING…

Q8  What is more important to you, providing space to park  
or providing space for walking and cycling?

 � Space for parking

 � Space for walking and cycling

Do you have any additional comments about parking?

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................  

NOW THINKING ABOUT THE PACKAGES…

Q9  If an extra lane was created, who should have priority? 
Please rank in order of preference 

 ......... All traffic

 ......... Only buses and freight

 ......... Buses, freight and cars carrying more people

Do you have any additional comments about extra lanes?

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

Q10  Which long-term package is likely to be the most successful  
in getting more people to use public transport?

 � Priority Lanes Package

 � Coastal Corridor Widening Package 

 � Inland Route Package

Q11  Rank the packages that you think are best in general at solving 
Nelson’s transport issues from 1 being the best to 4 as your  
least favourite.

 ......... Priority Lanes Package

 ......... Coastal Corridor Widening Package 

 ......... Inland Route Package

 ......... Short-term measures only

Do you have any additional comments about the long-term packages 
we’ve suggested?

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

Q12  If you could create your own long-term package to support Nelson’s 
future transport network, what options would you include?

 ..........................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................

Q13  The packages can provide for a number of new crossing points 
across arterial and collector routes to make it easier for people 
walking and cycling. Do you support the installation of more 
crossing points, which could lead to longer journey times on  
the two main arterials?

 � Yes (more crossing points)

 � No (shorter journey times)

Many of you will have experienced working from home during the 
COVID-19 response or experienced other changes that affected 
your daily routine. Do you think that COVID-19 will have an enduring 
impact on your working or travel patterns?

 � Yes

 � No

In what way?

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

What else do you think has changed, relating to transport?

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

Thank you very much for providing your feedback.
We would welcome any other feedback you may have in relation to the short-term and long-term 
packages being investigated (including any other options or initiatives that would improve Nelson’s 
transportation system).

Your feedback will be analysed and will be used to help us identify the best long-term package for Nelson 
and this will also help us refine the short-term package of improvements. We will then come back to seek 
your feedback on the recommended combined package before finalising it and seeking funding.

Keep up-to-date with the project on our website:  
www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/nelson-future-access-project

FreePost Authority 258522

Waka Kotahi – NZ Transport Agency
PO Box 594
Nelson 7040
ATTENTION: RHYS PALMER
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Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13

Total Responses 1,710 1,612 1,616 1,561 1,607 1,670 1,478 1732 1,410 1,567 1343 1,121 1,648
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Ethnicity

NZ European Maori Samoan

Tongan Chinese Indian

Other

Age

14 years or under 15-24 years 25-34 years 35-44 years

45-54 years 55-64 years 65-74 years 75 years and over

Gender

Female Male Gender diverse
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39%

56%

5%

Which long term transport package is 
likely to be the most successful in 

enabling the vision for Nelson?

Inland Route Package Priority Lanes Package Coastal Corridor Widening



- “It is the only solution to attempt to reduce vehicles on the road by changing the habits of 

users. All other solutions enable more capacity to vehicles where 75% of single user vehicles 

is the main problem.” 

- “I think it will cut down on traffic jams and flow better. Allow emergency services better and 

faster access to the hospital and travelling at speed to an emergency.” 

- To travel along the waterfront is such a beautiful scenic route to make it more accessible to 

all users, vehicles, cyclists, pedestrians we should enhance and celebrate this with clever 

design.”

39%

56%

5%

What package do you think will help 
you change the way you choose to 

travel? 

Inland Route Package Priority Lanes Package Coastal Corridor Widening



44%

51%

5%

Best response to sea-level rise

Inland Route Package: Priority Lanes Package: Coastal Corridor Widening:

34%

61%

5%

Best response to carbon emissions

Inland Route Package: Priority Lanes Package: Coastal Corridor Widening:



- “I think priority lanes have got a lot of potential. In California, electric vehicle only lanes 

were key to getting electric cars into mainstream use.” 

- “Inland means vehicles will be on the road for shorter time as less holdups/congestion.” 

- “'Carbon emissions will dissipate easier around the coastal road.”

36%

54%

10%

Successful in walking/cycling between 
Annesbrook and city centre

Inland Route Package: Priority Lanes Package: Coastal Corridor Widening:



- This option keeps the reserve and the coastal highway open to foot and bicycle traffic.”

- “The coastal road becomes a safer road with only local traffic. At present the mix of cycle 

lanes on the road & shared footpath seems confusing to cyclists, seen frequently by their use 

of any area that is car free, including footpaths not designated as cycle lanes.” 

- “If we work on reserving the coastline, which is a huge part of our city that many people 

utilize and treasure, we can continue to keep our city connected to nature. People would 

want to use this road more often.” 

90%

10%

Cycle paths vs lanes

Separated cycle paths On-road cycle lanes



- “When I am cycling with my kids to kindergarten or school, I prefer to have cycle lanes, or I 

cycle on the footpath for the safety of the kids. “ 

- “Improving bike paths and safer cycling needs to go hand in hand with providing more 

opportunities for bike parking, redesigning crossings so it is clear to drivers that cyclists 

also get right of way. Clearly indicated cycle paths if on-road by making the seal another 

colour. 

- “Protected cycle-lanes make safety sense and the experience appealing and enjoyable for 

those who are nervous. 20km zones are ok for shared use. They also have significant health 

benefits.” 

25%

4%

13%

15%

26%

17%

Types of cyclists

Confident cyclist Nervous cyclist Dedicated cycle lane

Commute by bike Recreational rider Family rider



23%

77%

Space for parking vs walking/cycling

Space for parking Space for walking and cycling

21%

79%

Reside within 4km of 
CBD

Within 4km and want space for parking

Within 4km and want space for cycling

28%

72%

Reside more than 4km 
out of CBD

Outside 4km and want space for parking

Outside 4km and want space for cycling



- “There needs to be parking available for residents and cafes/restaurant, and also for the 

older community to access viewing areas.” 

- “We have sufficient parking places, especially now that we have new parking meters. Keeping 

rotation of parking spaces is important- as per current charging plan.” 

- “Now that I'm driving heaps with my toddler, of course I also appreciate good parking. 

However, this is a chicken and egg situation. If there were better opportunities for cycling, I 

wouldn't need parking. I certainly would like to see less cars in Nelson’s city centre so would 

definitely give priority to giving more space to cycling and walking over parking.” 

- “I really like the idea that there is flexibility with these lanes and trials should be held to see 

what use works best, splitting up freight and multi-passenger cars sounds Worthy of 

trialling.” 

- “Buses need to be out of the traffic to make them more attractive.  Cars with more people 

will be hard to police.”

- “Somewhere there would have to be a merge point. Proven difficult areas for Nelson drivers, 

slowing traffic flow and contributing to many accidents. Unless it's 2 laned all the way into 

town and then separated, not merged, it's not going to help. How are the priority lanes 

policed?” 

19%

26%

55%

Who should have priority?

All traffic Only buses & freight Buses, freight & cars carrying more



32%

65%

3%

Most successful for public transport

Inland Route Package: Priority Lanes Package: Coastal Corridor Widening Package:



- “I think that if you create the priority lanes package in addition to reduced cost park-and-

ride buses and good regular buses along with retaining and improving the railway reserve 

as safe cycling lane we would have more people cycling, using public transport and using 

multiple occupancy vehicles to get to city”. 

- “The inland route is the best option in my opinion for the following reasons; making use of 

land which was used for transport in earlier days (rail), shortest route, air quality will be 

addressed with plenty of planting and deflecting concrete panels for sound, keeping Rocks 

Road which was not designed for the amount of current traffic, making our public safer on 

Rocks Road.” 

- “I think that whatever is created on the waterfront will look amazing and have extreme 

thought go into for obvious reasons. I just can't fathom a road through schools, homes and a 

community, so for that reason I'm 100% for the widening of the waterfront.” 

- “Enhancing the cycling and walking on rocks road would be a priority, encouraging multiple 

people per car is a priority, noise and air pollution are a big concern for Rocks Road or South 

Nelson if more vehicles are travelling, public transport and cycling seem much more 

sustainable, central Nelson should be pedestrian and cycling as much as possible.” 

38%

49%

7%

6%

Best at solving Nelson’s transport issues 

Inland Route Package Priority Lane Package

Coastal Corridor Widening Short term measures only



- “Better bus services that ran longer and to more out laying places, not just down the main 

road. Example, the airport, Hill St Richmond, Brightwater, Wakefield, Appleby, Mapua to 

Motueka.” 

- “A 'Park and Ride' scheme. Create a parking area in Richmond where people can park their 

car and then catch public transport into Nelson. It would provide stops along the way, e.g. 

hospital, Tahuna, schools, etc.” 

- “The only way I think other priority lanes is a tunnel thru the hill. The coastal route isn’t 

stable, the inland route takes away our main safe route for walking and cycling to town - will 

disrupt all of Nelson south with noise and pollution, still for a bottle neck round school. And 

it's a narrow piece of land. Put pedestrian and cyclist over passes rather than lights on the 

main roads” 

- “Expand the pedestrian only areas of the CBD and only allow disabled parking close to shops. 

Keep car parking to the outskirts, improve bus services and subsidise as cheaper than 

building and maintaining new roads. Subsidise e-bike and other electric modes of transport.” 

 

72%

28%

Crossing points vs shorter journeys on 
main arteries

Yes (more crossing points): No (shorter journey times):



37%

63%

Will COVID affect daily travel patterns

Yes No

75%

25%

Reside within 4km of 
CBD

Within 4km and want more crossing points

Within 4km and want shorter journey times

65%

35%

Reside more than 4km 
out of CBD

Outside 4km and want more crossing points

Outside 4km and want shorter journey times



https://nzta.mysocialpinpoint.com/nelson-future-access#/
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Nelson Future Access Project

May 2021

What you will find out 
from this brochure 
On the inside pages of this brochure 
we outline short-to-medium term 
improvements for the Nelson 
transport network. Please pay close 
attention to the maps and to the 
information on how you can provide 
your feedback. 

On the two back pages of this 
brochure we explain the Priority 
Lanes package, which has emerged 
as the best long-term transport 
solution for Nelson and follows 
extensive community consultation 
held last year.

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency is working with 
Nelson City Council (NCC) 
and local iwi to develop a 
package of improvements  
to address transport issues 
in Nelson over the next  
30 years.

Last year we asked you  
for your feedback on long-
term options for Nelson. 
This time we want to know 
what you think about 
shorter-term improvements.

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/nfa
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KEY
Outstanding natural landscape

Walking/Cycling

Proposed signalised crossing at Days Track

Access to waterfront

Proposed crossing

Proposal to replace seawall when walking 
cycling upgrade occurs

Proposed fishing platform

ROCKS ROAD
Improving Rocks Road for walking and cycling has 
long been of importance to the community.

We are proposing a 5m-wide walking and cycling 
path, which would be separated from traffic along 
Rocks Road. To make the corridor more resilient 
to climate change we would expect the existing 
seawall to be replaced at the same time – within 10 
years if funding became available.

Visit our webpage and interactive feedback form 
to find out more information about the Rocks Road 
proposal, including information about crossing 
points, access to the foreshore, parking and options 
for what the seawall might look like.  
Visit: www.nzta.govt.nz/nfa

What will the Nelson Future Access 
Project achieve?

Better journeys for all 
The proposal will encourage more people to walk, cycle, 
take buses and share a ride, meaning that traffic flow will 
be better managed and journey times will be maintained 
or improved even as Nelson grows.

Safer streets 
The proposal improves safety across the Nelson 
transport network by proposing intersection 
improvements, safe crossing points, lower speeds and 
traffic calming on selected roads.

Resilience
The proposal is resilient. It takes into account current 
climate change forecasts and is designed to be fit for 
purpose for at least the next 30 years.

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/nfa


SHORT TERM AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS 
In this phase of community engagement, we are asking for your feedback on the short-term package of improvements for 
the Nelson transport network, especially improvements we think should occur in the next three years. The improvements 
listed on this page take account of changes in housing density and are designed to work in tandem with transport-related 
improvements proposed by Council including improvements to bus services.
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Walking/Cycling (0-3 years)

Walking/Cycling (4-10 years)

Walking/Cycling (10-30 years)

Tra�c calming (0-3 years) 

Tra�c calming (4-10 years) 

Proposed signalised intersection

Proposed crossing

Southbound lane

Proposed new Bus Superstop

You can pick one of three ways to provide your feedback on the suggestions shown on this map:
• Visit our project webpage (www.nzta.govt.nz/nfa) and go to our interactive feedback form  

where you can explore detail about the proposal and see what other people are saying.
• Attend a drop-in session. We will have questionnaires available. 
• Send us an email: nelsonfutureaccess@nzta.govt.nz

See over for drop-in session times

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/nfa
mailto:nelsonfutureaccess@nzta.govt.nz


Improvements proposed to be put forward for funding in the next three years are listed below.
• To provide safer walking and cycling, a new section 

of cycle path between the Motueka St-Tipahi Street 
intersection and Hampden Street -Waimea Road 
intersection. The route includes a new signalised 
intersection at Motueka Street and Tipahi Street to 
connect key places such as schools and the hospital. 
This would connect to a cycle route being developed 
as part of the Council’s Innovating Streets trial and 
would combine to form the Victory to Waimea  
cycling route.

• A new safer cycle path on Washington Road between 
St. Vincent Street and Mt Vernon Place to align with a 
proposed council upgrade of water infrastructure. 

• Safety improvements such as traffic calming  
measures to discourage people from taking  
short-cuts (rat-running) along Washington Road  
and Tipahi Street.

• A safer signalised intersection for pedestrians at 
Parkers Road and Tahunanui Drive combined with 
Maire Street. This would also make it safer and 
easier for vehicles to turn out of the commercial area, 
meaning more predictable travel times for drivers.

• To reduce rat-running in residential streets and to 
improve traffic flow along State Highway 6 (SH6),  
a reinstatement of the short (southbound) afternoon 
peak-hour clearway at the intersection of Bisley 
Avenue and Rocks Road. Outside of the afternoon 
peak period, parking would be allowed.

• Area wide speed review of neighbourhood streets to 
make them safer and more attractive to walk and cycle 
around. 

• A new safe crossing point on Muritai Street near the 
intersection with Tahunanui Drive.

• A safer signalised intersection at Franklyn Street 
and Waimea Road to make it safer to turn right into 
Waimea Road and to also provide safe crossing for 
pedestrians.

We recommend you visit our project 
webpage at www.nzta.govt.nz/nfa and click 
on our interactive feedback form to see what 
else is proposed in the 4 to 10 year period 
and beyond. You can also attend one of our 
drop-in sessions – see over for details.



DROP-IN SESSIONS:
• May 20 at Morrison Square anytime between 4.30pm and 7.30pm

• May 22 at the Nelson Market anytime between 8am and 1pm

• May 24 at the Trafalgar Centre anytime between 3.30pm and 6.30pm

Deadline for feedback: 13th June 2021

Why we think a refined 
version of priority lanes 
will work best
Not only did Priority Lanes 
score best overall against 
assessment criteria, the 
feedback we received from 
the community showed 
considerable support for the 
Priority Lanes Option (56%) 
as the option likely to be the 
most successful in enabling the 
vision for Nelson.

Importantly, the Priority Lanes 
option also sits comfortably 
with the Government’s Policy 
Statement on Land Transport 
and Council’s objectives in their 
Regional Land Transport Plan.

Further investigations between 
July last year and March/April 
this year also showed us that 
we could refine the priority 
lanes option to substantially 
lessen the impact on both the 
Rocks Road and Waimea Road 
corridors and still achieve most 
of our stated outcomes. The 
modifications also take account 
of the proposal from Nelson 
City Council to designate the 
rocks adjacent to Rocks Road 
as a cluster of outstanding 
natural features. In addition, we 
were also able to reduce the 
impact on Rutherford Street.

Background and thank you 
In July 2020, we asked for your feedback on potential long-term transport 
options for Nelson and presented three possibilities: Priority Lanes Package, 
Coastal Corridor Widening Package, and Inland Route Package. Waka Kotahi 
and Nelson City Council received significant input from the community.

Thank you for your feedback. We recorded 11,545 visits to our online 
feedback platform and around 345 people attended our community 
information sessions. 

Priority Lanes
We are recommending a refined version of the priority lanes package as the 
best long-term transport solution for Nelson. 

The package integrates well with proposed improvements to bus services 
designed to increase patronage*. Among the many benefits of having priority 
lanes, is the way they can be adapted to changing transport demand and 
technology. 

* Nelson-Tasman Regional Public Transport Plan 2021-31 

A recommendation to retain land
The Nelson Future Access Project has considered the future best use of the 
former railway reserve and adjacent land owned by Council and the Crown, 
which would have been used if the Inland Route was selected as the long-
term option. We still recommend retaining the existing land holdings for 
walking and cycling and to mitigate the potential risk of a future catastrophic 
natural event (e.g. major earthquake). Another reason for retaining the 
land is if there is a significant change in forecasts such as climate forecasts 
predicting even greater sea level rise.



21
-1

75

Priority Lanes
The map on this page shows improvements we recommend 
take place in the next 10 to 15 years as bus services increase 
in frequency and patronage increases. The map shows the 
extent of northbound and southbound priority lanes, which 
would be available for buses and possibly vehicles with 
more than one passenger. The lanes would provide for better 
traffic flow into and out of central Nelson. Over time, as 
demand changes, the hours of operation and the vehicle mix 
allowed to use the priority lanes could be easily modified. 

In those areas where priority lanes are shown, parking 
would still be available during off peak. Traffic signals 
would be co-ordinated to allow for flowing traffic. For 
safety reasons, there would be no vehicle access into 
or out of the main road from Tukuka Street, Wellington 
Street, Rutherford Street (south), Ulster Street and Rawhiti 
Street. People using Beatson Road (north), Chings Road, 
Tuckett Place and Rui Street would have left in and left out 
access only.
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KEY
North bound priority lanes
South bound priority Lanes
Current State Highway 
Proposed signalised 
intersection
Proposed signalised crossing 
for pedestrians and cyclists
Existing signalised intersection 
or proposed to be signalised 
ahead of priority lanes
Existing pedestrian signals 
proposed to be removed
Proposed new walking and 
cycling underpass 

For more information on the priority lanes proposal please visit www.nzta.govt.nz/nfa

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/nfa
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*The PRG is made up of representatives from a wide range of organisations and groups including our iwi partners 

and Nelson City Council. The PRG have previously provided input into the decision-making process for the Nelson 

Future Access Project and helped us to distribute our engagement materials for both rounds of engagement. 

• 

• 
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o 
o 
o 
o 



Nelson Weekly Nelson Leader





This was explained as a cycle path between the Motueka Street – Tipahi Street intersection 

and the Hampden Street – Waimea Road intersection. Respondents had a choice between a 

separated facility or shared path on Tipahi, Franklyn and Kawai and three possible designs 

for Hampden, being a separated path for cyclists and pedestrians, a shared path for cyclists 

and pedestrians or a shared zone for cars and cyclists with pedestrian paths either side.

“Greater safety by separating vehicles, cyclists, and pedestrians.” 

“A separated path will encourage more people to cycle.” 

“We cannot afford to lose parking. Leave as is. Neither.” 

This was explained as a cycle path between St Vincent Street and Mt Vernon Place, with 

reduced speed (40km/h) and construction to align with a proposed upgrade to water 

infrastructure. We showed configurations for how different sections would look and asked if 

there was anything we had missed before refining the design. 

“Buffer zones are important to protect cyclists + pedestrians.” 

“You have missed that the residents of this street use the car parking, also that some people 

who work in town day-park in lower Washington Road. I regularly commute on this road, 

sometimes several times a day and see minimal use by cyclists. I will see one cyclist every 



few commutes. There is nowhere near enough demand to remotely justify the expense… 

stop modifying our streets in the vain hope someone will start cycling, to the huge detriment 

of the current driving public.” 

“Looks good overall. Feel free to remove some more parking spaces to make the cycleway 

wider.” 

“A cycle path for Washington Rd is much needed. Reducing the speed to 40km is also an 

excellent plan. BUT..we need the cycle lane/path to continue up to Princes Drive and over. 

The most dangerous part of this road is the narrow section from Mt Vernon Place going up 

the hill to the princes Drive intersection. Cars often try to overtake me here and there is so 

little room. There is already a separate foot path and steps going up the hill – a cycle path 

could be added to this. The path should then be extended down the other side to the junction 

with Richardson St, which is also narrow.” 

We invited people to comment on eight proposed signalised intersections.  

1. Parkers road, Tahunanui Drive and Maire Street (0-3yrs) 

2. Franklyn Street Waimea Road (0–3yrs) 

3. Motueka Street and Tipahi Street (0–3yrs) 

4. Vanguard Street / Haven Road / Rutherford Street (4–10yrs) 

5. Washington Road and St. Vincent Street (replacing roundabout) (4–10yrs) 

6. Toi Toi Street and Vanguard Street (4–10yrs) 

7. St. Vincent Street and Toi Toi Street (replacing roundabout) (4–10yrs) 

8. Gracefield Street and Annesbrook Drive (10–30yrs) 

“There seems to be a huge number of additional traffic lights – some quite closely located 

which I think risks inadvertently creating bottlenecks.” 

“I disagree with the installation of traffic lights, particularly in the Tahunanui area. This will 

negatively impact on the businesses in the area and diminish the quality of life of the 

residents.” 



 “Traffic lights at parkers Rd, Tahunanui Rd & Maire St is excellent idea. Difficult streets to 

exit.” 

“Build them now! I have two young kids and it is almost impossible to cross Vanguard St with 

cars trying to wizz into any little gap at the intersections.” 

We asked people what traffic calming solutions they wanted to see on 10 roads. For two 

roads, Washington Road and Tipahi Street, we indicated a preference for some type of 

traffic calming to occur within three years. For the rest, we indicated that traffic calming 

was likely to be needed within a 4-10 year period.  

See below boxed information below to understand the greater response for Chamberlain Street. 

“Need to slow down the commuter traffic by speed bumps and cross walks. Currently cars 

travel too fast and go over the centre lines.” 

 

“More convex round mirrors on corners (it’s really hard to see if cars are coming around the 

corners. No parking allowed on some corners that are too narrow, parked cars on these 



streets make it harder for cars moving through. More speed bumps: cars zoom around these 

streets, and do not stick to the 40km limit. Maybe bringing the limit down to 30km could at 

least bring them down to 40km.” 

“We cannot wait 4-10 years for traffic calming on Chamberlain St. We need it NOW.” 

“Not needed.” 

 “I walk and drive Tahunanui hill areas frequently and don’t find it a problem.” 

“Leave our streets alone. Currently they are busy for 2 commute periods each weekday. Any 

changes will only prolong all journeys and extend the rush and create congestion. Those 

complaining just have to realise the Bisley SH6 lights have created a rat run so they will 

have to live with it from now on. Road narrows islands, chicanes and buildouts create 

dangerous obstacles for cars to hit and do not slow anyone. Speed humps slow people briefly 

at one spot and are annoying and almost pointless.” 

 

 

We had information to explain that cycle facilities would be proposed for the city centre and 

asking what other facilities should also be available. 

We had information recommending an area wide review of speeds on neighbourhood streets 

to make them safer and more attractive to walk and cycle around.  



Among the short-term improvements were three new crossing facilities for pedestrians on 

Waimea Road (between Van Diemen and Rutherford Streets), on Whakatu Drive (near 

Beatson road/Waimea Road roundabout) and on Muritai Street (near Tahunanui Drive).  

“Muritai Street is a absolute mess from the addition of the cycle way. Needs removing.” 

“There would be no need to put these in if you had any intention to actually deal with 

traffic…but you don’t…” 

“Muritai St needs another crossing. Since the “upgrades” to the cycle way, the road has 

become dangerous for all users.” 

“Muritai St is very heavily used, not easy to cross for older people. 

“Needed. Often see school kids making risky crossings here at peak.” 

“This needs to be an underpass… not surface.” 

 

“Whakatu – no as too close to busy roundabout.”

Information on Tahunanui Drive explained that we propose reinstating the second 

southbound lane at the intersection with Bisley Avenue and enforcing peak period clearways. 

The aim was to discourage people from taking short cuts through residential streets by 

allowing traffic to flow more efficiently during the afternoon peak.  

• 

• 

• 

• 



“NO, the previous southbound priority lane was very dangerous for cyclists travelling south 

of the lights where the lanes merged. You could hear the cars in the outside lane speeding 

up behind the bike to merge with the traffic on the inside lane. The driver's focus was not on 

the bike but on their wing mirror to merge with cars on their right.” 

On Social Pinpoint we had several additional demographic questions, which people could 

choose to answer. Below are the results. 



We asked people whether we had identified the correct places to cross SH6 (Wakefield 

Quay/Anchor Shipping, Wakefield Quay/Quay Building, Nelson Yacht Club, Wakefield 

Quay/Victoria Road, Richardson Street, Basin Reserve).

“Yes, it is virtually impossible to cross Wakefield Quay and Rocks Road and this proposal can 

only assist.” 

“No more pedestrian crossings needed.” 

“Not if it slows too much traffic.” 



“Having a crossing by the Yacht Club will likely make turning right into the carpark even 

more difficult than it already is. I agree crossings are needed, the Basin Reserve is a good 

spot.” 

 

This question sought information about access to the waterfront, specifically what people 

thought about locations at Days Track, Richardson Street and near the Boat Shed.

• 

• 

• 

“Yes, many people swim off the rock wall here (Days Track) and there needs to be a safe 

place to cross.” 

 

“There are a few mini beaches along rocks road, could we make a second beach spot for 

when the tide is out?  Much like the small beach on oriental parade in Wellington. A half-way 

to the beach, mini beach.” 

“Not if it means stopping the traffic.” 

This question asked whether our marker on the digital feedback platform (north of the 

natural landscape area) was the right location to move the platform to, and if not where it 

should be.

“…it is in the right place now.” 

“As long as big enough and effective like what we have now.” 

On our Social Pinpoint digital platform, we had information showing where a signalised 

crossing was proposed which would make it easier and safer to cross SH6, and we invited 

people to discuss this. We replicated this with information and a question in the printed 

questionnaire. 



“Can we have safer crossing in place at Days Track earlier/sooner. Ped. Refuge.” 

“Pedestrian signals at Days Track would create more truck emissions stop/start.” 

We had information on our Social Pinpoint digital platform explaining that the proposal to 

build a walking and cycling path along Rocks Road would mean a reduction in parking in 

some areas, including replacing angled parking with parallel parking. We explained there 

was also an opportunity to increase parking at the southern end of Rocks Road.

This question asked people for their thoughts on the vertical concrete wall versus the rock 

embankment (revetment)
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“Do not build a high sea wall so people are unable to see the view – it is a beauty spot and 

should be protected.” 

“I think the rock embankment would look much nicer and be much easier to repair.” 

“I support whichever option will have the lowest ecological impact.” 

 

“I think that this is a decision that needs to be based on the best engineering decision. 

We asked people whether there was anything we had missed with regard to our Rocks Road 

walking and cycling path proposal. 

“Do not over-engineer or spend millions to achieve very little.” 

 

“Can’t wait for this to be done, it will be so much safer. Also am really looking forward to 

being able to cycle off road all the way from town to the beach – soon please!” 

“Get rid of the trucks and we won’t need it.” 

“The long term goal should be to remove the heavy traffic/light trucks as a minimum from 

this beautiful piece of road. That should be your focus. I suggest you do nothing until an 

alternative access road is built. “ 

 “Cycleway/walking path along Rocks Road can't come soon enough. On so many counts - 

safety, encouraging use and appreciation of our fantastic harbour and shoreline, 

encouraging non-petrochemical transport etc. this should be a priority. It does need to be 

supported by several crossing points, decluttering the road with better public 

transport/priority lanes, thought given to parking and enhancing use of present cafes, yacht 

club/boathouse etc.” 

https://nzta.mysocialpinpoint.com/nfap-proposals
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 “…these intersections should be addressed first. Particularly the Waimea Road/ The 

Ridgeway and the Waimea Road/Market Road intersections. We note that the upgrade of 

these two intersections is not programmed to take place until 10 to 15 years’ time. We urge 

that these be brought forward and included in the short-term programme of work.”  

“Given the priority lanes are at least a decade away; urgently undertake improvements to 

Waimea Road and along SH6… to improve safety and access for all road users, in particular 

the most vulnerable users being pedestrians and cyclists, to support mode shift;…” 

“In summary we are not opposed to improving safety, we are very much in favour of the 

opposite. Improved crossings, slowing down the driving speed in the 'Village' are ideas we 

are in support of. We are opposed to the area outside the Pharmacy becoming potentially an 

area where drivers speed up in readiness to cut past traffic in the central lane. This was the 

issue in 2013 and the reason why it was removed.” 

“I am opposed to the establishment of 4 lanes of traffic through Tahunanui and I object to 

the re-establishment of a clearway outside the Pharmacy and Medical Centre. This has been 

tried before, and it did not work, it was dangerous and was removed as a result. Four lanes 

of traffic with no median strip or shoulders would make it extremely difficult for the 

passage of emergency services.” 

“The Priority Lane (Clearways) proposal will have a dramatically negative effect on my 

business, our village community, our iconic waterfront and the whole of Tahunanui Drive.” 

“What is the plan for delivery vehicles? What provisions have been made for parking for the 

disabled?” 



“I definitely feel that the waterfront needs to be safe and inviting for walkers and cyclists – 

should that not be the case, we would be one of the few cities/towns in the developed world 

that has prevented its citizens from accessing a resource that gives pleasure, health and 

transport options that are planet friendly. Waterfronts attract locals, domestic tourists and 

international ones too (Covid-19 permitting).” 

 “In general, I would like to say that, as someone who has cycled the streets of Nelson 

regularly for more than 20 years, one of the easiest ways to make cycling safer and more 

pleasant would be to reduce speed limits. My submission is that speed limits over all of 

Nelson’s urban streets should be no more than 40 km/h. On narrower streets or streets with 

no footpath the speed limit should be 30 km/h.” 

 

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/nelson-future-access-project

