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Christchurch Northern Access Corridor

An efficient and reliable transport network into, out of and across Greater Christchurch is critical to the social, economic 
and environmental future of the city and South Island.

•	 Transportation investigations and studies for the northern 
access to Christchurch have been carried out over a number 
of years.  

These include the Christchurch Northern Roading Options 
Scoping Study (2002),  the Christchurch Northern Access 
Transport Investigation (2009), and more recently the 
Greater Christchurch Transport Statement (2012).

•	 These studies have guided our transport planning and 
ensure this works together with the growth plans for Greater 
Christchurch. 

Both the Greater Christchurch Urban Development 
Strategy and the Belfast Area Plan identify Northern 
Christchurch as a key growth area but this will only be 
successful for Christchurch if northern access is improved 
at the same time.

•	 The aim of the Greater Christchurch Transport Statement is a 
“seamless transport system” that supports earthquake 
recovery and the growth of Canterbury. It will connect 
people with places using a range of transport options.

•	 Priority areas include:

– Port/ Airport access

– Public transport

– Freight growth

– Access for future residential and industrial growth   

– Effective links to the Central City

•	 The Northern Arterial Project, along with the Northern 
Arterial Extension and Cranford Street Upgrade form part of 
the northern access into Christchurch, and will contribute 
positively to all of these priority areas. 

74

73

75

1

74

74

1

1

 

76

76

MAP LEGEND

RoNS Upgrade of Existing Roads

RoNS Planned Highways

RoNS Completed Projects

RoNS Interim Improvements

CCC Northern Arterial Extension   
and Cranford Street Upgrade

Other State Highways

Railway

Urban Areas

ROADS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE = RoNS

Sumner

Lyttelton

Prebbleton

Rolleston

Templeton

Hornby

Prestons Road

NORTHERN 
ARTERIAL

WESTERN 
BELFAST 
BYPASS

WESTERN 
CORRIDOR

AIRPORT

QE II DRIVE

CHRISTCHURCH CBD

SOUTHERN 
MOTORWAY STAGE 1

SOUTHERN 
MOTORWAY STAGE 2

Papanui Road

M
arshl and Road

Cranford Street Innes R
oad

Through traffic and 
heavy freight traffic 
removed from Belfast

Through traffic and 
heavy freight traffic to 
the Port removed from 
the Main North Road 
corridor

Enhanced off-road 
cycle and pedestrian 
links along the 
proposed northern 
corridor

Main North Road/ 
Papanui Road corridor 
available to enhance 
public transport 
capacity

MAP LEGEND

RoNS

CCC Northern Arterial Extension   
and Cranford Street Upgrade

Other State Highways

Railway

Urban Areas

ROADS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE = RoNS


