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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Overview

The Government has identified seven key state highway projects that are linked to New Zealand’s
economic prosperity. These projects have been identified as Roads of National Significance (RoNS) and
the Wellington Northern Corridor is one of the seven RoNS. The Ōtaki to North of Levin section is the
northernmost section of the Wellington Northern Corridor RoNS.
Consultation has been a key component of the Ōtaki to North of Levin project since its inception.
Consultation with affected people and communities provides decision-makers with information that assists
in making well-founded decisions. As well as providing information, consultation processes help project
proponents understand community values and expectations.
There have been two previous Consultation Reports prepared for the Ōtaki to North of Levin project.
The background to consultation for the Ōtaki to Levin project is detailed in the report “Consultation
Stages 1 – 3” completed in August 2013. This report described and recorded the consultation
undertaken between April 2011 and July 2013. Over that time, the scope of the project was also
modified to one of progressively upgrading state highway to create a combination of 2+1 and 4 lane
sections with intersection and safety improvements that achieve objectives of delivering a suitable level
of travel time, safety and capacity improvements appropriate to future demands.
The stage 4 report covered the period from July 2013 up to the end of March 2014.
Consultation has continued over the April 2014 – November 2015 period as and the outputs those
processes are summarised in this report.

This report should be read in conjunction with the report “Consultation Stages 1-3”,
MWH, August 2013; and
‘Supplementary Consultation Report, Consultation Stage 4’, MWH, April 2014.
This report is the second and final report documenting the Stage 4
consultation on the Ōtaki to North of Levin RoNS project.

This report summarises ongoing public consultation, liaison with affected parties, discussions
relating to any specific access and property agreements, exploration of and any agreements on
mitigation; etc.
This consultation has formed part of further work to confirm the details of the various projects
identified in the Stage 3 consultation processes. The projects are progressing on the basis of
priorities, and different areas will therefore be focussed on at different times and thus this report
focusses on:



Waitarere Beach Road Curves Safety Improvements: Options for improving safety north of
Levin at a section of SH 1 known as the ‘Waitarere Beach Road Curves ’,
SH1/SH57 Connection: The selection of Option 5a as the preferred connection between SH1
and SH57 (Ohau to south of Levin link) and associated local link roads, and
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Manakau and Ohau Safety Improvements: The design of safety improvements at Manakau
and Ohau Townships. Construction began in early 2015.

Key Stage 4 consultation elements have been:
Table 1: Consultation elements
Action
1

2
3
3
4
6
7

Method

Inform all landowners who are potentially affected by the
preferred option.

Letters and phone calls,
followed by individual
meetings.

Inform wider community about the preferred options and seek
response.
Update landowners and the wider community about the status
of earlier proposals.
Individual organisation and small group meetings.

Newsletters (2).

Reminder about opportunity for feedback.

Newsletters and website.

Ongoing contact with Iwi and local authorities.

Emails, meetings and phone
calls.

Ongoing contact with potentially affected landowners.

Letters, emails, phone calls
and meetings

Letters.
Meetings, as requested.

It is anticipated that as individual projects proceed that the consultation will move towards property
negotiation, with increasing parts of the work undertaken in this stage being via NZTA’s property
consultants.
Sections 3, 4 and 5 of this report detail the actions undertaken and illustrate the main themes that came
out of this consultation for the sub-projects of Waitarere Beach Road Curves Safety Improvements (over
the period of this report, the sub-project has become known as the Waitarere Beach Road Project (the
Project), SH1/57 Connection, and the Manakau and Ohau Safety Improvements.

1.2

Approach to Consultation

The Principles of Consultation and Communication for the Ōtaki to Levin project are outlined in the
Consultation Report Stages 1-3 available on the website.
In line with the project consultation approach that affected people should be advised in advance of
public information releases, contact details of newly affected landowners were obtained from the
Horowhenua District Council (HDC) rates database. For many landowners, contact details were
available from previous stages of consultation.
A dedicated Ōtaki to Levin Project email address (info@O2L.co.nz) and free phone number (0508 625
4636) were set up early in the project. Ongoing communication and consultation with landowners and
the general public has been facilitated through incoming calls and emails to these contacts.
For recording consultation, a database was set up using Darzin. Darzin is a proprietary web based
system and has been used throughout the other stages on consultation. It manages all communications
received through ongoing consultation with landowners including meeting notes, submissions, letters,
emails and phone calls including those made on the Project email address and phone number.
A dedicated website (https://www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/wellington-northern-corridor/Ōtaki -to-north-oflevin/) is also live which sets out details of the project and contains publicly accessible resources such
as plans, project reports and newsletters.
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2

PUBLIC COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION

2.1

Newsletters

Two Project Updates (newsletters) were sent out during the second part of Stage 4 consultation
between April 2014 and November 2015. Copies of the newsletters are attached in Appendix A. A post
card was issued in August 2015 asking people to reconfirm interest in receiving Project update
information and if they would prefer to receive that via email.

2.1.1

Project Update 8

The Project Update, Issue 08 – July 2014, acknowledged community input on the four key locations that
had been identified in the previous Issue between Ōtaki and North of Levin, these being:





Manakau;
Ohau;
SH1/SH57 Connection; and
The Potential Levin Bypass.

A summary of progress for each sub-project was included in this issue as well as an indication of what the
next steps would be.
The mixed nature of feedback received on the proposed routes for the SH1/SH57 was recognised. With
community responses taken into account, Option 5a was confirmed as the preferred route. A description of
the alignment of Option 5a was included in the newsletter and the reasons for why this was the preferred
option were outlined.
The Project Update noted the concerns of some regarding the lack of future accesses from the proposed
SH1/SH57 connection to Kimberly Road and across Muhunoa East Road. The newsletter stated that these
concerns were to be addressed at a later stage in conjunction with HDC and giving the opportunity for
further input from affected landowners.
The Project Update noted the strong support for the safety improvements through Manakau and Ohau, for
commencement as soon as possible. Detailed design of the upgrades had begun with construction set to
begin in the near future.
Information to be released at a later date was identified and this included further details for the proposals at
Forest Lakes, Waitarere Beach Road Curves and the longer term decisions pending for the Whirokino
Trestle and the Manawatu River Bridge.

2.1.2

Project Update 9

The Project Update, Issue 09 – March 2015 was issued as a joint newsletter (NZTA and Horowhenua
District Council) with a new format. It informed the community that access at the Waitarere Beach Road
Curves and Ohau to Levin areas had been confirmed following public feedback.
The newsletter also focused on the safety improvements at Manakau and Ohau, the proposed SH1/57
connection local roads and proposed access changes at the Waitarere Curves section of the project.
At the time feedback had shown that the public agreed with the changes proposed as a part of the
Manakau and Ohau safety upgrades. It was acknowledged that community feedback had indicated that
intersections should be provided with existing local roads at the SH1/57 Connection. This would allow
convenient access to facilities and ensure disruption to people and businesses is minimised.
The connection of local roads with the confirmed SH1/57 route was being considered and a diagram in
the newsletter identified the proposed intersections at Muhunoa East, Kimberley and Arapaepae Roads.
The Project Update noted that the community had generally supported safety improvements and thence
the proposed realignment of the Waitarere Beach Road Curves section of SH1 in May 2013. A diagram
was provided of the proposed improvements and showed:
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the removal of three tight curves in the road and replacing them with two safer ones;



making the road 80 metres shorter;



providing a new Waitarere Beach Road intersection;



including a section of wire rope median barrier; and



providing safer local road connections.

The Project Update explained that HDC were to be involved in the improvements proposed for Levin
including the SH1/Queen Street intersection and the Levin Town Centre.
The Project Update also stated that proposals for Forest Lakes, the location of passing lanes along the
project area and the Whirokino Trestle and Manawatu River Bridges were to be detailed in subsequent
newsletters.
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3

WAITARERE BEACH ROAD CURVES

3.1

Overview

Consultation on the Project began in April 2014 once a concept design became available. Two 'cottage’
meetings were held in April and May 2014 and were attended by a number of landowners in the area.
The second cottage meeting was at the request of the local community who identified community
representatives to attend.
Following this meeting, one-on-one meetings with landowners commenced in July 2014. Formal
consultation with local iwi commenced in October 2014.
The consultation has involved numerous meetings with affected landowners and iwi to refine the Project
alignment and to discuss and address potential effects on them and the environment.

3.2

Direct Contact with Affected Landowners

Ten landowners were identified initially as potentially affected through land acquisition by the
realignment of the Waitarere Beach Road Curves and they were updated on the status of the project by
phone calls in late June 2014. Follow up one-on-one meetings were held with these landowners during
the following month.

3.3

Letters

Letters were mailed out in October 2014 to landowners in the area to update them on the progress of
the Project. Two versions of the letter were prepared and sent out.
Table 2: Letters to landowners affected by Waitarere Beach Road Curves safety improvements
Landowner Group

Letter

Number of
letters sent

Landowners affected by land acquisition

Mailed out

22

Landowners affected by a change of access

Mailed out

241

Letters to landowners affected by land acquisition included the landowners previously met with and
others who were newly affected by some of the design elements of the Project.
A sample copy of each version of letter is contained in Appendix B.

3.4

Landowner Meetings

The two cottage meetings that were requested and hosted by affected landowners were well attended.
They were requested by some local landowners in response to the Project team arranging one-on-one
meetings. The meetings were held on the 22nd April 2014 and the 26th May 2014 and were an
opportunity for the Project team to present information about the Project and answer questions as well
as to hear from the local community what their concerns were likely to be.
A further multiple-party meeting was held at the request of 4 landowners (Geoff Lewis, Neil Hirini Principal of Poroutawhao School, Graeme Bagrie and Heather Heron-Speirs) on the 14th April 2015 to
discuss their particular concerns with the scope and rationale of the Project. It was hosted by HDC at its

1

This included those properties with direct access to SH1 or access via intersections with SH1

Status: Final
Project No.: 80500902

Page 5

February 2016
Our ref: Consultation Report April 2014 to November 2015_Final

Consultation Ōtaki to North of Levin Project
Supplementary Consultation Report
Stage 4 Consultation: April 2014 – November 2015

offices and attended by members of the Project team, the affected landowners and HDC
representatives.
Since consultation commenced, to date there have been over 50 one-on-one meetings with directly
affected landowners to discuss the Project, how it affects them, how the effects can be addressed and
what the next stages are in Project. These meetings have been ongoing until early November 2015.
There have also been numerous phone calls and email exchanges. Some landowners and local
residents who have been invited to meet with Project representatives have at times chosen not to do so
but nevertheless have been kept informed with the process by letter or emails.
The affected landowners have raised a number of issues that include:








Loss of land (including Māori land);
Impact on farm operations, including access for farm and contracting vehicles if a median barrier
is present;
Concern that the median barrier will inconvenience access to neighbours and Levin for day to
day needs;
Concern about noise from the road being closer to houses (operational and construction);
Loss of pedestrian and cycling access across state highway due to the median barrier;
Construction impacts; and
Concern that preventing overtaking on the Curves will cause more overtaking manoeuvres near
to Poroutawhao School which is locally considered to be unsafe.

The comments and information received have been taken into account within the Project and its
development over time wherever possible.
There are aspects of concern to affected people which are not able to be mitigated or avoided, as they
are integrated parts of the Project and without them the Project would not be proceeding. This includes
the median barrier and the associated reduction in access for some nearby residents and farm
operations. It may be possible to address some of these matters further during property negotiations,
outside the RMA processes.

3.5

Tāngata Whenua and other Maori Interests

As part of the larger Ōtaki to North of Levin RoNS, consultation with Iwi commenced in 2011 with
meetings with representatives of some of the Iwi noted below.
The Project team has specifically consulted with the following Iwi groups on the Project as it has
developed:




Ngāti Huia;
Ngāti Huia ki Matau;
Muaupoko (The Muaupoko Tribal Authority)

Since April 2014 the following hui/meetings have been held. Concerns that were raised during the
hui/meetings have contributed to the design process.
Table 3: Meetings/Hui on Waitarere Beach Road Curves
Date

Marae/Iwi

Present

13 October 2014

Matau Marae

The Transport Agency, MWH and the
Matau Marae Committee

9 November 2014

Ngāti Huia

The Transport Agency, MWH and Ngāti
Huia Marae Committee
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Date

Marae/Iwi

Present

21 November 2014

Ngāti Huia
Matau Marae
(Walkover of Project
area)

The Transport Agency, MWH and
members of the Ngāti Huia (from both
Marae)

25 February 2015

Ngāti Huia
Ngāti Matau

The Transport Agency, MWH and
members of the Ngāti Huia (from both
Marae).

20 April 2015

Ngāti Huia
Ngāti Matau

The Transport Agency, MWH and
members of the Ngāti Huia (from both
Marae).

20 April 2015

Muaupoko Tribal
Authority

The Transport Agency, MWH and
members of the Muaupoko Tribal
Authority.

24 May 2015

Whare Rongopai

The Transport Agency, MWH and
members of Whare Rongopai.

27 May 2015

Muaupoko Tribal
Authority

The Transport Agency, MWH and
members of the Muaupoko Tribal
Authority.

5 July 2015

Ngāti Huia

The Transport Agency, MWH and
members of the Ngāti Huia whanau.

16 July 2015

Ngāti Huia

The Transport Agency, MWH, Te Tumu
Paeroa and members of the Ngāti Huia.

20 July 2015

Ngāti Huia

The Transport Agency, MWH, the
Muaupoko Tribal Authority, and
members of the Ngāti Huia.

22 October 2015

Ngāti Huia and Matau
Marae

The Transport Agency, MWH and
members of Ngāti Huia and Matau
Marae.

A hui with the Ngati Matau Marae Committee was held in October 2014 at the Ngati Matau Marae. The
main points or concerns raised by the committee were:






The property acquisition (and compensation) process.
Environmental effects assessment and consenting process.
Need for a cultural impact assessment for the consent applications.
Ongoing communication with the Marae and landowners.
An archaeological walkover to be held in the area.

A hui with the Ngati Huia Marae Committee was held in November 2014 at the Ngati Huia Marae.
Feedback from Ngati Huia centred around the features and effects of the design:







The location of a turnaround area at the north end of the project.
Location of median barriers and the inconvenience it causes for travel to Levin.
Entrance to the marae.
Layout of Waitarere Beach Road intersection.
Effect on local properties in the area and on whanau.
Potential for the project to disturb the urupa.
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In November 2014 a walkover was held with committee members of both Ngati Huia and Ngati Matau
Marae. The purpose of the walk over was to identify and better understand issues that might be caused
by the proposed Waitarere Curves improvement project, in particular, the potential impacts on sites of
significance to Ngati Huia and Ngati Matau.
The hui hosted at the Ngati Huia Marae in February 2015 was attended by both Huia and Matau Marae
whanau, and was held at NZTA’s request. This was to address some design issues where guidance
from local tangata whenua was sought at that stage.
The main points of discussion from the hui were:





The location of urupa near Nga Haere Pa.
Access options for Paeroa Road much of which is Māori road way.
Access options for a Māori road line connecting the rear of Huia marae to SH1.
Options for mitigation effects on Whare Rongopai.

Ngati Huia and Ngati Matau whanau were met again at a hui on the 20th April 2015. This was to discuss
and find a solution around the variations to the design. The following was discussed:




Variations around access to SH1 at Paeroa Road.
Geotechnical Investigations planned for the area.
Variations for the southern section of the project around Whare Rongopai and entrance to Huia
Marae and surrounding property.

Follow up meetings were held in May, July and October to discuss variations to the design.
The hui held with Muaupoko Tribal Authority was to discuss measures that could potentially be
undertaken to assess Muaupoko’s tribal interest within the area. This would allow the Muaupoko Tribal
Authority to have an input in the mitigation of effects for the project. The following was discussed:





Update on the project.
Muaupoko to have an involvement/ongoing relationship with the project team.
Input on the mitigation of effects on the environment by the project.
Historical significance of area/potential for archaeological finds.

In addition to the above, members of Ngāti Huia and Ngāti Huia ki Matau have also been present at
meetings with the community representatives in August, September and October 2015.

3.6

Other Stakeholders

Consultation with key stakeholders such as the Horowhenua District Council (HDC), the Department of
Conservation, Heritage New Zealand (formerly the Historic Places Trust), the Automobile Association
and the Road Haulage Association has been on-going since investigations for the wider Ōtaki to North
of Levin RoNS Project.
Since the design phase for the Waitarere Beach Road Curves Project began in 2014, consultation has
continued with elected council representatives and staff. This has largely centred on the design of
intersections at local roads and the interests of residents and affected landowners.
A meeting with all relevant emergency services was held on 15th and 16th October 2015. All were
supportive of the Project. Details of the Project have also been forwarded to the New Zealand
Automobile Association (AA) and Fonterra along with a request to provide feedback. While the AA did
not have any feedback at this stage, Fonterra provided information on tanker routes and indicated that
they were looking forward to the completion of the safety improvements.
A stakeholder specific to the Waitarere Beach Road Curves Project is the Poroutawhao School which is
located north of the project area. The project team has met with the Principal of the school a number of
times to discuss issues of concern to the school. The issues that have been discussed have included:



The potential for the proposal to restrict access to the school.
The school has requested a north-bound turning lane, rather than current access method of
pulling off to the side of the road.
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3.7

Consideration of speed limit restrictions at the section of SH1 adjacent to the school.
Sealing of the car park and access areas relative to the SH1 on the school property.

General Public

As progress on the Project has been made, information for the wider public and opportunities for public
input have been provided via the Project updates and a community workshop.

3.7.1

Newsletters

Since April 2014 there have been two newsletters with project updates:



Project Update, Issue 08 – July 2014
Project Update, Issue 09 - March 2015

Details of these newsletters are outlined in section 2.1 of this report.

3.7.2

Community Workshop

A workshop was held on the 20th July 2015 at the Poroutawhao Hall for landowners and the local
community generally affected by the proposed improvements to SH1 between Levin and the Manawatu
Bridge, but focussing on proposed improvements at Waitarere.. This was as a result of concerns about
the Waitarere Beach Road improvements and the effects that it would have on SH generally. The
workshop explored community opinions on the objectives for the North of Levin RoNS section.
Attendees were given an update on the Project before splitting into groups and asked to rate and rank
the Project objectives and to record concerns and issues.
At the workshop the community was asked to give their perspective on the relevance and weighting of
the different objectives. This workshop gave the community the chance to raise particular issues as
they saw them and also discuss Projects one-on-one with Project team members. Overall feedback
from this meeting was that the community considered safety and local access as the two most important
considerations. It also indicated that there was considerable concern about the median barrier.
Notes from the meeting are attached to the Programme Business Case report.

3.7

Meetings with Community Representatives

A number of further meetings between the Project team and a key group of some community members
were held between August and October 2015. At these meetings the continual involvement of these
particular community members was agreed, as part of the Transport Agency's processes, to give a local
perspective about the items that form the overall programme for the North of Levin section of the Otaki
to North of Levin RoNS.
A range of issues were raised during these meetings, including adequacy of consultation, the
importance of the median barrier for the Project, and a range of matters relating to the detailed Project
design and road operation. As a result of this series of meetings, there has been agreement on the
following:







Right turn at Poroutawhao School and associated street furniture; changes to be considered
within the turnaround facility on Poroutawhao School property.
A speed reduction relative to the Poroutawhao School that is timed to coincide with school
arrival and departure times will be investigated as part of the NZ Transport Agency's national
programme. If that investigation concluded that such a measure is supported then it could be
provided as part of the overall package of work.
Intersections at Clay Road and Waitarere Beach Road are to be lit.
The proposed realignment would include a wide road side shoulder that could be used by slow
moving farm vehicles so as to allow faster traffic to pass safely.
The Transport Agency also agreed that space for buses to drop-off and pick-up could be
provided at Waitarere Beach Road intersection utilising the old SH1 alignment at this location.
How this was done would be investigated during the next phase of design.

Status: Final
Project No.: 80500902

Page 9

February 2016
Our ref: Consultation Report April 2014 to November 2015_Final

Consultation Ōtaki to North of Levin Project
Supplementary Consultation Report
Stage 4 Consultation: April 2014 – November 2015



It was confirmed that the Transport Agency would not promote a scheme that does not include a
central median barrier, as it is considered that the safety benefits outweighed the local
disbenefits.

As a result of the ongoing meetings and discussions, the Project design was amended to include a new
intersection at the curve approximately 1200m north of the access to Huia Marae with a gap in the
median barrier (the area is referred to as Hinaupiopio). The Project is the subject of a Notice of
Requirement that has been lodged with Horowhenua District Council.
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4

SOUTH OF LEVIN - SH1/57 CONNECTION

4.1

Direct Contact with Affected Landowners

There has been ongoing contact with landowners to update them on the preferred option. It was
confirmed with landowners in July 2014 that Option 5A had been chosen as the preferred route for the
SH1/57 Connection. Those previously affected by Option 4A were informed that their properties would
no longer be affected by the preferred route. A general project update letter was also sent out to the
remainder of landowners in the wider project area.
Proposals on how the route would link to local roads were discussed with landowners in December
2014, specifically with landowners in the vicinity of Kimberley and Muhunoa East Roads. Letters were
mailed to these landowners following one-on-one meetings which formally advised the landowners of the
local road connection proposals and the likely effect of these on their respective properties. Letters
were also sent to landowners affected by Option 5A that were not affected by the proposed local road
connections with an update on these.

4.2

Letters

Letters mailed out during the April 2014 to November 2015 period are as set out below:
A sample copy of each version of letter is contained in Appendix C. There has also been ongoing
correspondence with individual landowners on issues of concern.
Table 4: Letters to landowners affected by SH1/57 Connection
Landowner Group

Date

Number of
letters sent

Landowners no longer affected by Option 4A

July 2014

13

Landowners affected by Option 5A

July 2014

24

General project update for landowners not affected
by SH1/57 Connection

July 2014

66

Landowners newly affected by link roads proposed
at Muhunoa East and Kimberley Roads

December 2014

10

Landowners directly affected by Option 5a but not
affected by link roads

December 2014

35

4.3

Landowner Meetings

One-on-one meetings were held with 10 landowners affected by the proposed local road connections in
December 2014. Meetings with landowners since this time have been held on an ongoing basis at the
request of the landowner.
Updates and information were also provided to landowners and the wider community via queries made
to the project phone number and email address.

4.4

Consultation with Stakeholders

The Horowhenua District Council (HDC) was informed of design of local road connections. A meeting
was held with the HDC prior to contact being made with landowners to discuss the potential effects on
landowners and the manner in which they would be informed of the proposal. Meetings have been held
with the HDC at various stages to discuss the project as a whole and progress on the sub-projects as
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designs have developed. Projects being undertaken by HDC, such as the investigation as to how to
improve the Town Centre are the subject of ongoing discussions on how the projects can best be
integrated.

4.5

Consultation with Tāngata Whenua

In recognition of the extensive maori landholdings south of the Ohau River, a series of meetings/hui
have been held at the two Marae in the area. The hui have provided information and sought feedback on
options, and have been progressed in parallel with preparation of cultural impact assessments for the
Iwi.
Table 5: Meetings/hui on the SH1/57 Connection
Date

Organisation

21 August 2014

Ngāti
Tukorehe
walkover and
meeting

18 February 2015

Ngāti Wehi
Wehi

13 May 2015

Ngāti
Tukorehe

14 June 2015

Ngāti
Tukorehe

4.6

Present
The Transport Agency, MWH and members of Ngāti
Tukorehe

The Transport Agency, MWH and members of Ngāti Wehi
Wehi
The Transport Agency, MWH and members of Ngāti
Tukorehe
The Transport Agency, MWH and members of Ngāti
Tukorehe

Main Themes from Consultation

The following reflect the main themes of consultation in relation to the SH1/57 Connection during the
period of consultation covered in this report:








General concern at the length of time before the project will be approved and constructed.
Uncertainty of the final location of the SH1/57 Connection and the local road connections.
Proposal deterring potential buyers and affecting the sale of property in the area.
Uncertainty of not knowing when land will be purchased and of value of compensation.
Severance of communities and business operations along existing local roads, in particular
McLeavey Road.
The effects on properties and businesses in close proximity of the proposed new SH1/57
connection and local road connections.
Ongoing concern of local Iwi about the impacts on cultural values associated with Option 5A.
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5

MANAKAU AND OHAU SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

5.1

Direct Contact with Affected Landowners

As detailed in the first Supplementary Consultation Report (Consultation Stage 4), previous landowner
meetings and community engagement had shown strong support for the minor works proposed to
improve the safety through Manakau and Ohau.
In August 2014, letters were sent out to residents living adjacent to SH1 in Manakau and Ohau with
details and drawings of the project design. The project phone number and email address were also
provided for queries.
Works on the safety improvements began in early 2015. A number of calls and emails were answered by
the project team during this period on queries about the final design being constructed.

5.2

Letters

The following letters containing information on the safety upgrades were mailed out in August 2014:
Table 6: Letters to landowners affected by Manakau and Ohau safety improvements
Landowner Group

Letter

Number of
letters sent

Landowners affected by changes at Manakau

Mailed out/Letter Drop

29

Landowners affected by changes at Ohau

Mailed out/Letter Drop

21

Interested Stakeholders

Mailed out

11

A sample copy of each version of the letter is contained in Appendix D.
Letters to stakeholders outlined the design of improvements proposed at both townships. Letters were
mailed to the following stakeholders:












Heavy Haulage Association;
Horizons Regional Council;
HDC;
NZ Automobile Association;
NZ Police;
Road Transport Association New Zealand;
Road Transport Forum NZ;
Manakau District Community Association;
Ohau School;
Ohau Play Centre; and
Kiwirail.

Meetings were held with the following groups in September 2014:




Manakau District Community Association (two meetings);
Ohau Residents Group; and
The Project Steering Group.
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Communication over aspects of the final design was also had with stakeholders that were in contact with
the project team via the project email address and phone number. There has also been ongoing contact
with affected landowners during the construction period.

5.3

Main Themes from Consultation

The main themes of consultation for the Manakau and Ohau Safety Improvements related to features of
the final design when construction began in early 2015.
Issues raised include:









Concerns and uncertainty over the final layout of the Waikawa Beach Road intersection;
The removal of passing lanes and reduced opportunity for passing through wider project area;
The potential for motorist frustration caused by passing lane removal and reduced speed limits;
Concern about removal of left turn lanes at Manakau and Ohau;
Matters relating to pedestrian safety, location of parking and the location of new median refuges
in relation to local businesses;
Adequacy of provision made in the design to accommodate cyclists;
Whether widths at threshold entrances to the townships would accommodate heavy vehicles;
and
Safety in relation to local schools.
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6

CONCLUSION

The Stage 4 consultation undertaken between April 2014 and November 2015 has been in accordance with
the Consultation Plan. It has furthered the intention of information exchange and building relationships.
Ongoing feedback from the community has informed the design process and will continue to do so as
designs progress and the project continues into the consenting phase and assessment of environmental
effects.
The overall Otaki to North of Levin RoNS programme will move into Stage 5 consultation from early 2016.
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Appendix A
Copy of Newsletters

Consultation Ōtaki to North of Levin Project
Supplementary Consultation Report
Stage 4 Consultation: April 2014 – November 2015

Appendix B
Sample Landowner Letters: Waitarere Beach
Road Curves Safety Improvements
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Appendix C
Sample Landowner Letters: SH1/57 Connection
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Appendix D
Sample Landowner Letters: Manakau and Ohau
Safety Improvements

