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Roads of national significance

Otaki to north of Levin Expressway
Wellington Northern Corridor
The Wellington Northern Corridor runs from Wellington
Airport to north of Levin and completing it will assist regional
and national economic growth as well as delivering a range of
benefits including:
•

support for a growing regional population

•

support for the transport of increasing freight volumes

•

relief from the current road congestion

•

improved safety for road users

•

improved journey time reliability

•

improved access to Wellington’s key facilities such as the
port, central business district, airport and hospitals.
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The Wellington Northern Corridor is made up of
the following eight sections as shown on the map.
The focus for the next two to three years is on
investigations and consents. Following this,
design and construction work will be undertaken
in phases as follows:
Phase 1
Transport improvements around the Basin Reserve
Ngauranga to Aotea Quay
MacKays to Peka Peka
•
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to Otaki
 our-lane
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expressway
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I mproving access to Wellington's port, central
Lindendistrict,
to MacKays
Gully)
business
airport (Transmission
and hospital

•

S upporting
Phase 3 a growing population, increasing
freight volumes and economic growth

•

 roviding relief from severe congestion on the
P
duplication)
state
highways and local road networks

Phase 2

Airport to Mt Victoria Tunnel (including tunnel

Terrace Tunnel duplication
Otaki to Levin

About this project

Study area

In February 2011 the NZ Transport Agency (NZTA)
commenced investigations into the Otaki to north of
Levin section of the Wellington Northern Corridor
road of national significance. This project seeks to
identify a preferred route for the expressway between
north of Otaki and north of Levin. Consents and
Notices of Requirement for the preferred route will be
lodged at the end of the investigation.

The final route will lie within the study area. Initial steps include
gathering data to enable the identification of constraints within the
study area. Constraints are identified to inform the route selection
process. These constraints may include areas of ecological, cultural,
historical, environmental or social significance.

Scope

The ACRE process
ACRE is a four step process which is followed to help identify
the exact route alignment and land requirement for a new road.
The project moves progressively from Area through to Easement
over the study timeline.

This project seeks to identify a preferred route for a four lane expressway
between north of Otaki (north of Taylor’s Road) and north of Levin (south
of the Manawatu River Bridge). The route of the expressway is currently
unknown and a full evaluation of constraints in the study area will be
undertaken to determine the factors to be considered in selecting potential
routes. The public and key stakeholders will have the opportunity to
comment on the proposals at key stages during the project.

Area – Identify the study area and collect data to identify the
constraints within it.

The study area covers all potential areas where an expressway may be
routed between Taylors Road and south of the Manawatu Bridge.

Easement – Identify the route centre line and land requirement.
Ongoing consultation to refine route.

Corridor – Identify study corridors within which the route will
be selected.
Route – Identify possible routes within corridors. Public consultation
on route options.

Project process
A number of previous investigations have taken place into the possible
new route alignments for SH1 between Otaki and north of Levin, and
preferred alignments have previously been identified. In order to obtain
consents for the Otaki to north of Levin Expressway, the NZTA is
required to robustly examine alternative routes. This information panel
explains the process for developing and identifying a preferred route,
after which the NZTA will seek to obtain Resource Management Act
approvals. This includes the designation.

For more information
See the project website: www.nzta.govt.nz/otaki-levin-project or
contact the NZTA’s project team at info@02L.co.nz

