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KĀPITI EXPRESSWAY  
PROJECT OVERVIEW
The Peka Peka to Ōtaki Expressway is part of the 
Kāpiti Expressway improvements and is expected to 
be completed in 2021 at an estimated cost of  
$330 million. The project will run for approximately 
13 kilometres from Te Kowhai Road (in the south) to 
Taylors Road (north of Ōtaki).
By bypassing Ōtaki and providing a high standard four-lane expressway 
through the area, it will increase the efficiency of freight and people 
movements between Wellington and the north. It will ease local trip 
congestion and help boost economic development in the area. 

A shared path for cyclists and pedestrians is under construction as part of 
the Peka Peka to Ōtaki section of the Kāpiti Expressway. 

These improvements will ensure the State Highway 1 route between 
Wellington Airport and Levin provides safe, efficient and reliable travel that 
communities and businesses can rely on to grow and prosper. 

PP2Ō REVOCATION
Thank you for coming to this open day to 
find out more about the projects happening 
between Peka Peka and Ōtaki. It’s a really 
exciting time for the district – there’s a huge 
amount of work going on, with lots more still 
to come. And this is your opportunity to help 
shape that work.
Throughout this process the NZ Transport 
Agency and Kāpiti Coast District Council will 
be working together to make sure that any 
changes suit the community and its needs. It’s 
really important that the community is kept 
involved and informed as work progresses, 
so we’ll be providing lots of opportunities to 
provide feedback and share your thoughts.
This is your community, and we want you to 
feel that this is your project.
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The expressway will be experienced in multiple ways, from high speed 
transit through to slow speed east-west connections, and shared paths 
integrating with the existing residential, rural and urban fabric.

As such, a variety of landscape treatments will be employed to provide 
visually stimulating, attractive environments that are experienced at a 
range of scales and speeds and serve to celebrate a localised ‘sense of 
place’. 

Planting for landscape mitigation, ecological enhancement, framing of key 
views, and visual amenity extends the length of the project. 

The linear nature of the expressway, combined with the wide cross 
section that comprises of the expressway, local roads and rail corridor, 

of design tools have been employed to ensure a much more sensitive 
outcome, such as reducing the corridor width where possible through 
the geometric design and retaining the existing rural character close up 
to the expressway. This includes the option to return land to adjoining 
neighbours, allowing the agricultural and horticultural activities to be 
present and visible from the expressway. This emphasises the unique and 
changing character of the surrounding landscape.

such as the foothills of the Tararua Ranges, gateway zones, sand dune 
topography, and Makahuri bush remnants. The design responds to these 
key views as important design drivers.

In areas such as Makahuri and the School Road Underpass, the planting 

landscape along the straights. Furthermore, views to the Tararua Ranges 
are preserved with breaks in shelter belt planting, and open areas of 

that provides a balance of consistency and variety.

Figure 15.  Illustrative cross section looking south at the Te Horo straight


