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Petone to Grenada Link Road

The case for the new Link Road
Transport in the Hutt Valley and through the Ngauranga Gorge plays an important role in our everyday lives. 
These corridors support public transport links, walking and cycling, freight movement and community travel 
along Wellington’s two primary highway routes.

Why we need it
State Highway 2 (SH2) is particularly vulnerable as it is affected by daily congestion in 
peak hours, unreliable journey times, delays and a lengthy detour via State Highway 58 
(SH58) if the road is closed or blocked.

State Highway 1 (SH1) is also congested in the morning and afternoon peak periods 
– a situation which needs to be addressed to support the efficiency of the Wellington 
Northern Corridor between Ngauranga Gorge and the SH1 connection with 
Transmission Gully.

The link road is also needed because:

•  Travel issues on SH1 and SH2 affect more than 3000 vehicles an hour in each 
direction creating personal, business and economic problems for the region

•  Both SH1 and SH2 are reaching capacity during peak periods

•  Improvements need to be made to ensure the transport network in Wellington does 
not limit our potential for growth, our ability to get goods and services to market 
quickly and easily, cause people difficulty when travelling for work, education, health 
or family reasons or isolate parts of Wellington in bad storms, earthquakes and when 
sea levels rise

•  It provides a valuable opportunity to improve safety and efficiency for people 
travelling between the Hutt Valley and Porirua and ensure that there is an alternate 
route for people to take if the road is blocked or closed

•  It’s vital to improve freight connections to help support economic growth and 
productivity in the Wellington region

•  By improving freight we make improvements that benefit everybody, as it allows food 
to be delivered to your local grocery store, delivers goods you’ve purchased to your 
home and provides companies with the ability to access markets more easily and 
make products more affordable.

Background
A number of previous studies have been carried out to consider developing a link 
road between SH1 and SH2. The first time it was identified appears to be in the 1975 
Wellington Region Land Use and Transport Study. This was followed by the Greater 
Wellington Land Use and Transport Strategic Review indicating the route deserved 
further study in 1988 and resulted in the first detailed study of the link in 1991.

Further studies have included:

•  SH1 Inland Route Review of Southern Sector – Petone to Grenada North Link 1991 
(Works Consultancy Services)

•  Petone to Grenada Link Study 1995 (BECA)

•  Hutt Valley – Porirua Link Initial Appraisal of Possible Links Working Paper for 
Steering Committee Consideration 1996 (Works Consultancy Services)

•  Hutt Valley – Porirua Road Link Study Feasibility Investigation Report 1997 (Opus)

•  Ngauranga Triangle Strategy Study – Detailed Technical Report 2009 (SKM)

•  Ngauranga Triangle Strategy Study – Petone to Grenada Link Road Project Feasibility 
Report 2010 (SKM).

A common link identified between the different studies has been the need to 
relieve congestion on SH1 and SH2 north of Ngauranga Gorge and improve regional 
connectivity between the Hutt Valley and areas north of Grenada.

We have drawn on information from all these studies, helping us to identify key issues 
and develop potential options. A variety of routes have been considered between 
Petone and Grenada, including a link to the former Transmission Gully route near Tawa, 
which was identified in the 1991 study.

Early studies proposed routes that travelled over the hill north from SH2 at Petone 
through the Korokoro Valley in Belmont Regional Park. The most recent study avoided 
this area by travelling over the hill west across the coastal escarpment of the Wellington 
fault from Petone at SH2. This study also proposed a full interchange at Petone, south 
facing ramps at its connection to SH1 at Tawa and a connection midway to provide 
access to the Lincolnshire Farm Development and Horokiwi Road.

Interesting historical fact
The general location of the route options we’re suggesting for the new Link Road have 
historically been used for travel between the Hutt Valley and Porirua.

Our research has found that early European settlers in the district writing about how 
they travelled in the early part of the 19th century did so for the most part on well-used 
old Maori tracks.

In the 1880s, prominent Wellington settler James Coutts Crawford wrote about his 
journey from the Kapiti Coast to Port Nicholson following his arrival in New Zealand in 
late 1839.

“Passing Titahi Bay, and the pretty shores of Porirua, we entered the main bush, and travelled 
up the stream, in a line with whose course the present road stretches. We crossed and re-
crossed the stream about seventy times, until at length the path ascended and led us over the 
summit of the range overlooking Korokoro. The whole distance traversed, with the exception 
of some few patches of cultivation at Porirua, was through dense and uncleared forest. … The 
Hutt Valley presented a dense forest of gigantic trees, and a large pa was visible at Pitone. 
As we descended the hill, our advance was hindered by a mass of newly-felled forest, which 
was cleared and ready for burning off. Our escort now commenced firing guns to attract the 
attention of the fishermen; and as we descended the hill the canoes approached the shore, so 
that when we reached it, they were there to meet us.”

(Coutts 1880: pp 27-28)

Elsdon Best also reports that many of the first journeys by Europeans through the 
district were made using “old Maori trails”, the main one running over the hills from the 
Korokoro Stream to Tawa Flat and on to Porirua.

After the Petone settlement was removed and relocated to its current site of Wellington 
City, the track from Kaiwharawhara across Paerau hill was used more. This track joined 
with the Korokoro track at Takapu and then carried on to Porirua.

Best describes the Korokoro track as beginning on the south side of the Korokoro Stream, 
close to the mouth. It then ascended through bush up a steep hill and followed the ridge 
line to the Takapu Valley to the Kenepuru Stream and on to Porirua.

(Map from Hamer and Nicholls 1990:14)


