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Petone to Grenada Link Road

Petone to the crest – Preferred option
After considering Options 1, 2 and 3, Option 4 was added and investigated further. This became the 
preferred option because it does not go through Belmont Regional Park and it provides better earthquake 
resilience than Option 1.

In selecting this route as a preference, we took into 
account previous studies on the Link Road. These 
clearly identified the public were against any impact 
on Belmont Regional Park. We also noted that 
this option meets a key objective of improving the 
highway’s earthquake resilience.

Although the route for Option 4 avoids the coastal 
escarpment and the Korokoro Valley, it will require 
more earthworks than the other options. Other 
issues and opportunities have been identified, 
including:

•  It will create a number of bare areas as a result of 
cuts into the hillside

•  From Petone, the view of the hillside cuts will be 
significant

•  It is located away from the Wellington Fault zone

•  If the route is closed by an earthquake it could 
be reopened within a few weeks without 
compromising the Petone Interchange

•  It provides substantially more network resilience 
than the current highway route

•  It is the most expensive option.

Option 4
From the proposed Petone interchange, this route climbs west to the face of the steep hill slope at the intersection of the 
coastal escarpment and western flank of the Korokoro Valley. It then runs through the steep sided hill in large cuts before 
curving north. After crossing a branch of the Korokoro Stream, the route curves northwest, to reach the eastern section of 
Lincolnshire Farm. Option 4 starts at a 6% gradient and increases to 9% for the majority of the route. There are a series of 
cuts along the route, the largest roughly 85m near Horokiwi Road. 

Excess soil and rock
To understand the scale of the cuts we are 
proposing to make into the hillside for Option 
4, take a look at the below picture which shows 
similar cuts made to Muldoon’s Corner on the 
Rimutaka Hill route of SH2. They are about 59m 
while the Link Road proposal has cuts of up to 85m 
near Horokiwi Road.

The cuts will excavate a substantial amount of soil 
and rock from the hillside. Roughly eight million 
cubic metres will be generated, which would fill 
almost eight Westpac Stadiums. This provides us 
with an opportunity to potentially use this material 
for other improvements in the region, including:

•  Reclaiming the foreshore for the Wellington to 
Hutt Valley Walking and Cycling Link

•  Providing infill material for the proposed 
Wellington Airport extension, or

•  To fill in gullies around the Lincolnshire Farm 
area creating further residential development 
opportunities.

Connecting Horokiwi
Although we have a preferred route for this section of the new Link Road, we still need to 
consider how the Horokiwi community will be connected to the highway network. One 
option is to provide a new connection to the Link Road and close the current SH2 connection. 
Another is to keep the SH2 access and not provide a new connection from Horokiwi.

The latter option would mean keeping the current SH2 access and connecting the Horokiwi 
community with a bridge over the new Link Road, similar to the one shown below. An access 
road could be established later linking to a new interchange at Lincolnshire Farm. The SH2 
intersection would then be closed.

Muldoon’s Corner on the Rimutaka Hill

Questions
What do you think 
the benefits are of our 
preferred option for 
this section?

Should Horokiwi be 
connected to the 
highway network 
by the current SH2 
connections or a new 
connection with the 
Link Road?

What do you think of 
the suggestions we’ve 
made for the excess 
soil and rock we are 
creating?

Is there anything else 
you want us to know 
regarding this section?

Potential bridge style for a road connecting Horokiwi


