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Petone to Grenada Link Road

The Link Road proposal
The Link Road will generally be a new 80km/h four-lane road with two lanes in each direction divided by a 
barrier down the middle. The road is likely to be six lanes where the road is very steep at Petone so faster 
moving vehicles are not held up by slow moving trucks. If Option D is preferred, only two lanes would be 
required between Grenada North and the proposed Takapu Interchange on Transmission Gully.

Route description
At the eastern end, the road begins at Petone, goes 
over the hill and connects with SH1 at Tawa, the Link 
Road’s western end. It includes a new interchange at 
Petone, which will provide significant congestion relief 
for the problematic SH2/Petone Esplanade merge. It 
also includes the potential to connect the new Link Road 
with Transmission Gully as well as SH1 at Tawa. This will 
provide quicker and more direct northbound travel from 
the Hutt Valley and northern Wellington suburbs. 

Because of the local terrain the new road has to travel 
over, the incline will be relatively steep (similar to the 
gradient of Ngauranga Gorge). This requires us to 
excavate the hill, producing around eight million cubic 
metres of soil and rock, which is equivalent to almost 
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southbound traffic will instead travel along State Highway 
1 between Porirua and Tawa en route to the new Link Road.

Given that the Link Road reduces journeys by 
approximately 7km, traffic modelling predicts that more 
capacity will be required either on SH1 north of Tawa or 
through a new link to Transmission Gully as road users 
take advantage of this shorter, more fuel-efficient route.

We know both options for the section between the Crest 
of the Escarpment and Tawa or Transmission Gully have 
considerable property impacts. Our choice of a preferred 
option will not be made lightly.

There are more details on our proposals on five other 
information boards.

eight filled Westpac Stadiums. We could use this material for other 
improvements, like the Wellington to Hutt Valley Walking and 
Cycling Link. 

The Link Road itself includes two distinct sections: 

•  Petone to the Crest of the Wellington Escarpment, and 

•  The Crest of the Wellington Escarpment to Tawa or 
Transmission Gully. 

Proposals on the two sections are more widely understood 
for the area between Petone and Grenada North as they were 
considered as part of the Ngauranga Triangle Study. As part of our 
investigations into the new Link Road, we have identified a need to 
respond to future traffic growth on SH1. This is needed because the 
Link Road will draw traffic away from the SH58 Haywards route and 

Issues and constraints
In developing our options we have identified a number 
of issues and constraints that have informed our 
selection of routes, including:

•  Ecological impacts (ie issues associated with 
proposed routes passing through open spaces and 
parks or crossing the Horokiwi Stream)

•  Geotechnical issues associated with the rock 
structure

•  Ecological and consenting issues with earthworks 
required through contaminated former landfill sites

•  Topographical constraints regarding horizontal 
curves and gradients because of the steep and hilly 
terrain

•  Land acquisition issues

•  Visual impacts

•  Other social concerns.


