
      Edendale 
Realignment 
Project

This project realigns State Highway 1 (SH1) 
around Edendale to create a better SH1 
connection between Invercargill and Gore as 
well as between the Otago and Southland 
regions, and improves safety on a route 
carrying more large trucks.

The new alignment will improve access to the 
wider Southland’s road network and increase 
safety by shifting highway traffic away from 
Edendale. Currently SH1 travels past the 
Fonterra site (one of their largest in New 
Zealand), the local Primary School, several 
residential properties and a sports field.  

Currently SH1 through Edendale is challenging 
for drivers with a tight 45km/h curve and three 
different speed limits, and two rail sidings into 
the Fonterra site from the main trunk line that 
are used daily, resulting in delays for highway 
traffic.

The safety and accessibility of this section of 
highway is compromised by the various speed 
limits, road layout, rail crossings and heavy 
trucks travelling through Edendale. The 
liveability of the town is also impacted by 
highway traffic noise.

Moving SH1 to the northwest of Edendale, with 
a roundabout close to the southern end of the 
new alignment future proofs the highway.

This project is expected to be completed by 
mid 2020.
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PROJECT BENEFITS
• Improved safety for highway users and the

surrounding community.
• Shifts highway traffic away from residential

properties and the local primary school.
• Creates more safe passing opportunities for SH1

traffic travelling between Invercargill and Gore.
• A consistent speed across a safe new highway

alignment.
• Creates a modern section of highway free of the

tight curves, intersections and rail crossings on
the current section of SH1 through Edendale.

• Improved access and safety on Southland’s main
road freight route.

• Provides better access for road users by creating
a more direct highway connection between
Invercargill and Gore, plus destinations beyond
the Southland region.

KEY FEATURES
• A new 2.6km highway alignment bypassing

Edendale and the Fonterra site.
• Improved safety for highway users and the

surrounding community.
• A four-legged roundabout with a design that caters

for the 100km/h speed environment of the two
highway approach links.

• The highway will take a right angle route at the
roundabout, the two other legs of roundabout
connect to Edendale via Salford Street and the
Fonterra site.

• A dedicated passing lane for northbound traffic.
• A stock and light farm vehicles underpass to reduce

highway crossings associated with the day-to-day
operations of nearby farms.


