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Taupō Airport to Motuoapa 

There’s been a high number of crashes on State Highway 1 between Taupō 
Airport and Motuoapa and locals have told us that speeds on the road feel 
too high to be safe. We want to make sure that speeds are safe and right 
for this road, so we’re reviewing the current speed limits. 

Speed increases both the likelihood of crashes and the severity of crashes 
when they happen. A small reduction in speed can make a big difference, 
especially when cyclists or pedestrians are involved. Most crashes are 
caused by a number of factors, but even when it’s not the cause of a crash, 
speed is most likely to determine whether anyone is killed, injured, or 
walks away unharmed. 



What we know 
• The mix of pedestrians, cyclists, tourists, trucks, buses, 

campervans and people towing boats and trailers can 
create safety issues for everyone.

• The increased residential development and holiday 
activity mean current speed limits in Waitahanui, Te 
Rangiita and Motuoapa may no longer be suitable. 

• Crashes on this route can cause extensive delays and 
long detours if there are road closures.

• There are tight and difficult corners along parts of the 
route, as well as steep drop-offs. 

What we’re proposing
Based on what we know, we think the following speeds 
would be safer:

• Reducing the speed from 100km/h to 80km/h from 
just north of the Anzac Memorial Drive roundabout to 
Waitahanui. 

• Reducing the speed from 70km/h to 60km/h through 
Waitahanui. 

• Reducing the speed from 100km/h to 80km/h from 
just north of Hatepe to the start of the winding section 
through Bulli Point.

• Reducing the speed from 100km/h to 60km/h through 
the winding section at Bulli Point and Motutere.

• Reducing the speed from 100km/h to 80km/h from 
Motutere to Waitetoko.

• Reducing the speed from 100km/h to 60km/h through 
Waitetoko. 

• Reducing the speed from 70km/h to 60km/h through  
Te Rangiita and Tauranga-Taupo.

• Reducing the speed from 70km/h to 60km/h through 
Motuoapa. 

The proposed changes to speed limits would have 
minimal impact on travel time. Along the 34km route, 
travel time would increase by just over one minute. 

See the map on the next page.
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Between 2009 and 
2018, there were 226 

crashes on this stretch of 
road. Eight people were 
killed and 30 people were 

seriously injured.  

Note: Statistics are correct at the time they were produced.
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Current and proposed speed limits
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Have your say 
Locals know their roads, so we want to hear what you think 
about current speed limits and the proposed changes to 
speed limits. You can provide feedback by:
• visiting: nzta.govt.nz/waikato-speed-reviews 

• attending a drop-in session (see green box)

• emailing: waikato.speed.reviews@nzta.govt.nz

Speed review process
We’ll use the feedback we get during engagement to recommend what speed limits are best for these roads and then 
formally consult with you. The stages of the speed review process are:

SPEED REVIEW STARTS
Technical assessment of the road is carried out to find out 
about crash history, average vehicle speeds, volume of 
vehicles and development of surrounding areas. This helps to 
determine what safe and appropriate speeds should be.  

ENGAGEMENT
We talk to local communities and stakeholders to  
understand how the road is being used, any safety  
concerns and get feedback on speed limits.

FORMAL CONSULTATION
Changing a speed limit is a legal process, so this stage  
involves sharing a detailed proposal with people and asking 
for any additional information that might have an impact on 
the final decision.

NOTIFICATION OF SPEED LIMIT CHANGE Final decision is published on our website and the public is 
notified.

NEW SPEED LIMIT ON THE ROAD New speed limit signs installed on the road.
 

Craig McKibbin 
Community Engagement 
Manager 

 027 231 3414 

 waikato.speed.reviews@nzta.govt.nz

Thursday 12 September
Te Kura o Waitahanui
107 State Highway 1 
Taupō 
3pm to 6pm

Find out 
more at our 
community  

drop-in sessions

Friday 13 September
Tūrangi New World
19 Ohuanga Road 
Tūrangi 
4pm to 7pm

Saturday 14 September
Taupō Market
Upper Riverside Park 
Redoubt Street 
Taupō 
9am to 1pm


