
Too many people are being killed and seriously injured in crashes on 
State Highway 1 between the Taupō Airport roundabout and Turangi, 
so Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency has been looking at whether 
lower speed limits could make the road safer.
To help us fully understand the issues on the road, we have asked 
locals to give us their views on speed on this road.

WHAT WE DID
We held drop-in sessions in Taupō, Waitahanui and Turangi to talk to the community about speed on SH1, what the 
Transport Agency is proposing in terms of reducing speed limits and to seek their feedback. We also talked to Taupō 
District Council, the Turangi-Tongariro Community Board, Tuwharetoa Maori Trust Board and a range of road user 
representative groups including the AA, freight and emergency services. 
We had some great conversations and received valuable insights that have helped us refine our initial proposal.
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WHAT WE HEARD
The main feedback themes were: 
Speed through settlements along the route

Most people support lowering the speed 
limits through the settlements, past the 
Waitahanui kura and through the Motutere 
campground.
Many people thought 60km/h was not low 
enough for Waitahanui and wanted to see a 
variable school speed limit of 40km/h at the 
kura for school pick-up and drop-off times. 
People wanted road and sign maintenance 
and more visibility of the school, as well as 
safer pull in and drop-off points.
People commented that trucks travel too fast, 
creating noise and vibration issues, especially 
in Motuoapa.

Speed on open road

The initial speed review proposal was from 
the Taupō Airport roundabout to Motuoapa.  
However, we received a lot of feedback 
from stakeholders and the community that 
it should be extended to Turangi.  The NZ 
Transport Agency subsequently reviewed that 
part of SH1 between Motuoapa and Turangi 
and decided that it was appropriate to include 
it in the speed review. 
There was some opposition to the proposal of 
80km/h from the Taupō Airport roundabout 
to Waitahanui (Five Mile Bay). People 
suggested that people would be unlikely to 
obey 80km/h when the road environment 
indicates 100km/h as being appropriate. 

Road condiiton

We were regularly told by the community that 
the condition of the road needs improving, 
or better still, that a bypass route away from 
the edge of Lake Taupō should be built as has 
been discussed for many years.

Safe access on and off the highway 

People suggested that a right turn bay into the 
overnight campervan park at Five Mile Bay 
would make this stretch a lot safer.
People also commented that the Turangi 
intersection into the town centre  
(SH1/Te Arahori Street) is dangerous  
and needs a roundabout.  

Tauranga-Taupō Bridge

People commented that the bridge was 
dangerous and needed to be replaced.

WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN NEXT?
Two key changes to the speed review as a result of 
stakeholder and community engagement include: 
 › extending the speed review further south along SH1 to 

include Turangi; and
 › proposing a variable school speed zone associated with 

the Waitahanui kura. 
Feedback received in regards to improving the condition 
of SH1 and other features such as including a roundabout 
at the intersection of SH1/Te Arahori Street, have been 
passed on to the team looking at options for improving 
the safety of SH1 between Taupō and Waiouru, as a 
separate project to this speed review. 
Changing the speed limit is a legal process. The next 
phase of the speed review process is formal consultation 
where we will cover off the details of what new speed 
limits we are proposing and the community will have an 
opportunity to let us know if there are any other factors 
that we should consider when making our decision. 
Formal consultation for proposed speed limit changes on 
SH1 Taupō Airport to Turangi will commence on 
25 October to 22 November 2019. 


