Te Ahu a Turanga:
Manawatū Tararua
Highway Project
Reconnecting Our
Regions
The closure of the Manawatū Gorge has had a significant impact
on the safety, efficiency and reliability of our roads due to a
significant increase in traffic - which our alternative routes were
just not built for.
Te Ahu a Turanga: Manawatū Tararua Highway project will improve
resilience, increase capacity within the wider transport network,
and improve safety and efficiency for general traffic and freight –
including public transport and emergency services.
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With construction due to start late next year, the objectives of
our new road are to reconnect the currently closed Manawatū
Gorge State Highway 3 with a more resilient, safer and efficient
connection to the regions than the Saddle Road and Pahīatua Track.

FACTS AND FIGURES
• The new road is 11.5km running from the State Highway 3 western entry to the closed
Manawatū Gorge route, across the Ruahine Ranges north of the Manawatū Gorge and
south of Saddle Road, emerging near Woodville.
• Before it was closed, the Manawatū Gorge route accommodated 7620 vehicles per day
(in 2016) – and 11.3 per cent were heavy commercial vehicles.
• The new road is expected to accommodate approximately 9700 vehicles per day from
its anticipated opening date in 2024.

TO FIND OUT MORE:
0800 740 560
teahuaturanga@nzta.govt.nz

www.nzta.govt.nz/te-ahu-a-turanga
www.facebook.com/nztacni
www.twitter.com.nztacni

DESIGN
DETAILS
Initial design
planning indicates
the road carriageway
layout is likely to
include the above
features.
More detailed design
will be carried out
before road specifics
are finalised.

TRAVEL TIMES
The new road will improve access to important amenities in the region, like Palmerston
North Hospital. Early estimates show there will be significant savings in travel time.

More than a 10
minute reduction
to drive between
Palmerston North
and Woodville
for light vehicles,
emergency services,
buses and freight.

Saves more than 24
minutes between
Aokautere (SH57
South) to SH2 north of
Woodville will (compared
to the current travel time
via Pahīatua Track and
Mangahao Rd).

Reductions are
approximately
half the
existing travel
time and will
have significant
benefits to all
road users.

