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Too many people are being killed and 
seriously injured in crashes on State 
Highways 5 and 30 in Rotorua, so  
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency  
has been looking at whether lower 
speed limits could make the road safer.

Engagement helps us get feedback and local 
knowledge on how people use the road and 
their concerns. This helps when deciding if a 
speed limit change is the best thing to do to 
improve road safety, where new speed limits 
might begin or end, and if any other safety 
improvements might be needed. 

To help us fully understand the issues on 
SH5 and SH30, we asked locals and people 
who use the road to tell us what they think 
about the current speed limits – do they feel 
safe or not, what parts are dangerous and 
why, and is there anything else we need to 
consider while we’re looking at speed.

6 PEOPLE LOST THEIR LIVES

On this road between 
2009-2018

Rotorua Old Taupō Road and
Hemo Road Roundabout

AND 22 WERE 
SERIOUSLY INJURED
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WHAT WE HEARD 
The main feedback themes we received were: 
REDUCE THE LIMIT
Submitters felt some of the current speeds on SH5 
and SH30 were unsafe and would like to see the speed 
lowered. This included the speed between Hemo Road 
roundabout to south of the Waipa State Mill Road, 
along SH5, due to a blind corner and the number of 
logging trucks and cars coming in and out of Waipa 
State Mill Road. Along with the high volumes of logging 
trucks, submitters also referred to tourist attractions 
such as Te Puia Museum and the mountain bike track 
as a reason to reduce the speed limit along this route.

CONSISTENT LIMITS
People felt the speeds on SH30 changed too often,  
in small sections, and needed to be more consistent.

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
Busy intersections in built up areas such as Fenton 
Street, Tarawera Road and pedestrian safety on SH30 
Sala Street were also reasons for lowering the speed. 
Concerns were raised about safety for pedestrians 
outside schools, including Sala Street.

DON’T CHANGE THE SPEED LIMIT
Some people commented the current limits didn’t need 
to be reduced. Some felt driver behaviour as the issue. 
 

WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN NEXT? 
As changing speed limits is a legal process, 
there are numerous steps to follow.

One of the steps is formal consultation. After completing 
the engagement phase, and if it is recommended to 
propose new speed limits, we will formally consult on 
our recommendations. As part of this we will share a 
detailed proposal and ask you if there are any additional 
factors we need to consider.   

We have other projects in the area, including our work 
on the SH30 Eastern Corridor, and we will continue to 
keep you updated on these. We know there are other 
changes people want to see, like making some busy 
roads four lanes. 

Ensuring speed limits are safe and appropriate is one of 
the best things we can do to prevent people being killed 
or seriously injured on our roads. However, any changes 
in speed limits doesn’t mean we can’t make further 
improvements to the road. 

Our priority is to make this state highway safer as soon 
as possible so that everyone living on and using it can  
get where they are going safely.
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WHAT WE DID
First, we talked to our stakeholders 
such as the Rotorua Lakes Council, 
community groups, businesses 
and a range of road user industry 
groups including AA, freight, Police 
and NZ Fire and Emergency. 

We had plans to meet face to 
face with the public at events 
and open days late March 2020, 
however, they were cancelled due 
to COVID-19. Public engagement 
continued via online and electronic 
methods between Monday 13 July 
and Monday 10 August 2020.

We had many useful conversations 
and received 109 pieces of 
feedback.

To stay informed visit nzta.govt.nz/connect-rotorua


