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Blenheim to Nelson  
safety improvements

We’ve been looking at ways to make State Highway 6 
(SH6) between Blenheim and Nelson safer. We know 
people make mistakes, so there are changes we can 
make so that simple mistakes don’t cost lives.

Tell us what 
 you think 
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The NZ Transport Agency has been looking at ways to 
make this road safer. To make sure we get things right 
we sought feedback from the community and interested 
groups. We asked people what makes this road feel 
unsafe and what worries them the most.

You told us these things make you feel unsafe:
 » Speed limits, these are inconsistent and too high 
in some areas, especially around schools

 » Turning on and off the state highway

 » The high traffic volume

 » Walking or cycling on or across  
the highway

 » Dangerous overtaking 

 » The lack of pull-over areas

 » The high number of crashes

Many of these crashes involved drivers losing 
control, running off the road and hitting 
objects such as trees and power poles. 
There have also been head-on crashes 
on this highway, and some at intersections.

We’re looking at ways to make the road between Blenheim and Nelson safer

Between 2008 and 2017 
19 people died and 90 
were seriously injured in 
crashes on SH6 between 
Blenheim and Nelson.

Flexible road  
safety barriers
These barriers catch drivers 
who leave their lane before 
they hit something harder 
like trees, poles, ditches or 
other vehicles.

Renwick to Blenheim
 » New roundabout at Marlborough 
Airport intersection

 » Safety barriers in the middle of the 
road to help prevent head-on crashes 
and turnaround bays at Bells Road and 
St Leonards Road

 » Wide road shoulders (1.5m)
 » Side barriers 
 » Rumble strips to give drivers a wakeup 
call if they stray out of their lane

Hira to 
Rai Valley
 » Side barriers in high-risk 
locations

 » Upgrades to new and 
existing safety barriers 
to improve safety for 
motorcyclists 

 » Speed review

Nelson to Hira
 » Side barriers in high-risk locations
 » Safety barriers in the middle of 
the road in high-risk locations to 
help prevent head-on crashes, and 
turnaround facilities at Glen Road and 
Cable Bay Road 

 » Speed review
 » Widen the Gentle Annie passing lane
 » Rumble strips to give drivers a 
wakeup call if they stray out 
of their lane

Rai Valley to Renwick
 » Intersection Speed Zone at the Rapaura 
intersection. This will slow traffic on 
the state highway if a vehicle is turning 
into or out of Rapaura Road

 » Safety barriers in the middle of the 
road in high-risk locations to help 
prevent head-on crashes

 » Side barriers in high-risk locations 
 » Rumble strips to give drivers a wakeup 
call if they stray out of their lane

 » Speed review
 » Wider road shoulder (0.5m minimum)

‘Jug handle’ type 
turnaround area

Flexible road 
safety barrier

Flexible road 
safety barrier

‘Jug handle’ turnaround bay
Some of the turnaround bays we are proposing 
will be a ‘jug handle’ design. This design gives  
people a safe place to turn around without 
crossing two lanes of traffic.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK 

The valuable feedback we received helped us shape this 
proposed plan to help stop people dying or being seriously 
injured in crashes on this road. It includes:

 » Installing flexible road safety barriers down the 
middle of the road in some high-risk sections to 
stop head-on crashes and adding turnaround facilities 
at regular intervals to give people places to safely 
turn around.

 » A new roundabout at the Marlborough Airport 
intersection near Blenheim.

 » Installing an Intersection Speed Zone at the 
intersection of SH6 and Rapaura Road near Blenheim. 
These activated signs slow traffic on the state highway 
if a vehicle is turning into or out of the side road.

 » Side barriers in high-risk locations.

 » Upgrades to side barriers to improve safety for 
motorcyclists. 

 » Rumble strips to give drivers a wakeup call if they 
stray out of their lane.

 » Wider road shoulders to give drivers a chance 
to recover if they lose control 
or need to move out of 
someone’s way.

 » Looking at speeds 
along the routes, 
and around 
some schools.



TELL US WHAT YOU THINK 

Thursday 14 March 
Marlborough Convention Centre 
42A Alfred St, Blenheim 
3pm to 6pm 

Friday 15 March 
Havelock Town Hall 
Main Road, Havelock 
9.30am to 12.30pm 

Friday 15 March 
Rai Valley Fire Station 
9 Bryants Road, Rai Valley 
3pm to 6pm 

Saturday 16 March 
Nelson Markets 
Montgomery Square, Nelson 
8am to 1pm

Come and meet the team and  
find out more at one of our 
community drop-ins

Next steps
Over the next few months we will take this 
proposed plan out to landowners, stakeholders 
and the wider community to see what they think. 
We’ll consider feedback and make tweaks before 
making any final decisions and applying for 
construction funding.

If funding is approved, we will update the 
community again with expected construction 
dates and stages.

Have your say and help 
us get it right  

 
If you can’t make it to a community  
drop-in, you can go online to view the 
designs and use our interactive map to 
give feedback www.nzta.govt.nz/b2n

 
Contact Evan Freshwater 
Community Engagement Manager 
027 587 3124

 
evan.freshwater@saferoads.co.nz


