
Blenheim to Nelson

Many of these crashes involved loss of control, with drivers 
running off the road and hitting roadside objects like trees 
and power poles. There have also been head-on crashes on 
this highway, and at some intersections.

We’ve been speaking with the community, iwi, businesses 
and other organisations about how we can make this 
stretch of road safer. 

We invited feedback online and held public events in 
Blenheim, Havelock, Rai Valley and Nelson during  
March 2019.

We also provided opportunities to provide feedback by 
phone, email or online.

Around 300 people came to talk to us at the events and 
we received a number of online comments, emails and 
phone calls. 

In the 10 years between 
2009 and 2018, 20 people 
died and 92 were seriously 
injured in crashes on 
State Highway 6 between 
Blenheim and Nelson. 
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The NZ Transport Agency has been looking at ways to improve safety and 
reduce crashes on State Highway 6 (SH6) between Blenheim and Nelson.

People recognised the need for lower speeds in some 
areas, particularly past schools, through the small 
communities and on windy sections. Others were in 
favour of side barriers and flexible road safety barriers 
down the middle of the road.

People commented on the multiple speed limits along 
the route, which they found confusing, and they noted 
the number of intersections carrying significant volumes 
of traffic and how this made it hard for them to turn 
onto and off the highway. 

People felt that the winding and narrow nature of the 
road make the 100km/h speed limit dangerous, both in 
terms of the challenging drive and dangerous overtaking. 
This was a problem on the challenging Whangamoa Hill 
section of the road and around the Pelorus Bridge area.

Many people made comments about driver behaviour, 
those driving both too fast and too slow causing 
impatience and ‘scary’ passing manoeuvres while others 
were concerned about narrow shoulders and cyclist safety. 

What we heard 
In March 2019 we talked to the community 
about a proposed plan of safety 
improvements.

In total, the team received 479 responses 
116 responses highlighted speed as a major 
concern on this road 
107 highlighted various aspects of road 
design (road alignment, road condition, 
road markings, road width, rumble strips, 
safety barriers and shoulder width)
137 asked for more passing lanes or other 
additional lanes
54 asked we look at improving signage on 
the road
33 wanted more attention paid to cyclist 
safety
43 wanted to see more pedestrian facilities



“““' I totally support the median barriers - stop the crazy 
overtaking manoeuvres in risky places. Very much in need 
of more passing lanes in safer places.'

'I understand that it is difficult to find sufficient land to build 
passing lanes on. Until that solution can be built, would it be 
possible to erect signs asking slow traffic to pull over in safe 
places? ie, better signage for the slow-moving lane in the 
Collins Valley. More slow-moving lanes if passing lanes  are 
not possible.'

'Much of the planning mooted for the Nelson to Hira stretch of 
SH6 seems to be focused on mitigating the risks of maintaining 
a high-speed zone through what is now a suburban area. This 
is very disappointing as many residents asked for a speed 
reduction in light of the many joining side roads.  Further it 
would be very much more cost effective to reduce speed 
than to put up barriers and noisy rumble strips.'

'The road is narrow and windy and there are very few places 
available to pass, often these have on- coming traffic and I 
have witnessed many risky overtaking manoeuvres. While 
this may not be something you can do in this round of 
improvements perhaps it can be flagged for future plans.' 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

'The volume of traffic has increased dramatically in the last 
few years, especially heavy trucks.'

'I support centre barriers on the windy parts of the road, some 
of the large trucks take a bit of extra room which can be 
dangerous. But I wouldn’t like to see centre barriers on any 
areas where there is the opportunity to safely pass vehicles as 
it can be extremely frustrating stuck behind slow vehicles on 
this route.'

'I know the road is hilly, winding and tight in many places, but 
a 0.5m narrow road shoulder is insufficient for the safety of 
road cyclists and touring cyclists who may choose to use the 
road (except where the operating speed is <= 30kmh).'

'As one who usually drives a slowish vehicle, occasionally 
towing a load; I am quite impressed at the number of places on 
the Whangamoas that I can get out of everyones way (and I 
do) but the rest of the road from the Rai Saddle right through 
to Renwick is devoid of passing lanes or even reasonably safe 
driveways to pull into. More passing bays would be
very helpful.' 

What we know and what people 
have told us previously 
The road environment changes a lot, with steep sections 
and a lot of twists and turns, particularly between  
Rai Valley and Nelson. 

The higher speeds from Blenheim to Rai Valley along  
with the high numbers of vehicles, urban areas, tourist 
activities and intersections means there are a high number 
of crashes.

Speed limits are inconsistent and not right and too high 
for the road in some areas.

People are worried about the safety of school students 
walking and cycling or waiting to catch the bus in 
100km/h areas.

Cyclist safety is an issue as the road is narrow and there 
are poor sightlines.

Motorcyclists are over-represented in crashes, especially 
on the narrow and windy sections of the road. 

Atawhai is growing fast and more development is planned. 
People would like speeds dropped in this area to make it 
safer to turn on and off the highway. 

How feedback is being used
This feedback is very valuable in helping us to develop 
options. We use your local knowledge of the roads, as well 
as our research, to understand how the road is used and 
make sure we haven’t missed anything important.

What happens next?
We will look at funding options and update the community 
again in the near future. 




