
HAVE YOUR SAY ON SAFER SPEEDS

SAFER SPEED REVIEW Engagement

There have been a high number of crashes on State Highway 60 between 
Upper Takaka and Takaka and locals have told us that speeds on the road 
feel too high to be safe. We want to make sure that speeds are safe and 
right for this road, so we’re reviewing the current speed limits. 
Speed increases both the likelihood of crashes and the severity of crashes 
when they happen. A small reduction in speed can make a big difference, 
especially when cyclists or pedestrians are involved. Most crashes are 
caused by a number of factors, but even when it’s not the cause  
of a crash, speed is most likely to determine whether anyone  
is killed, injured, or walks away unharmed. 
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WHAT WE KNOW 
Besides residential and commercial access, this 
stretch of highway includes access to a medical centre, 
recreation centre, and a planned playground.

There are many different users on this stretch of state 
highway, especially during holiday periods when there 
is a big increase in the number of people in the area, 
including tourists wanting to take in the scenery, 
cyclists, pedestrians, people with campervans. This can 
create safety issues for everyone. 

Given the increased development and holiday activity, 
current speed limits from Upper Takaka to Takaka may 
no longer be suitable for these areas. 

There are difficult curves along parts of the route, and 
there have been a high number of reported incidents 
at and around Paines Ford. This area already has a 
temporary speed limit of 80 km/h over the summer 
peak.

Note: Statistics are correct at the time they were produced.

WHAT WE’RE PROPOSING 
Based on what we know, we think the following speeds 
would be safer:

• Reducing the speed from 70km/h to 60km/h 
through Upper Takaka (330m south-east of Aaron 
Creek Road to 340m north of Harwood Place)

• Reducing the speed from 100km/h to 80km/h from 
Upper Takaka through to Paines Ford (340m north 
of Harwood Place to 30m south-west of Paines Ford 
Bridge)

• Reducing the speed from 100km/h to 80km/h from 
Paines Ford through to Takaka (30m south-west of 
Paines Ford Bridge to 270m south of Motupipi Street)

Between 2009 and 
2018, there were 
47 crashes on this 
stretch of road. 
Ten people were 
seriously injured.* 

*  An error in the printed version of this 
flyer referred to five serious injuries
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Lachlan Forsyth, Principal Advisor, 
Engagement and Partnerships 

 021 572 855 

 tasman.speed.reviews@nzta.govt.nz  

SPEED REVIEW PROCESS
We’ll use the feedback we get during engagement to recommend what speed limits are best for these roads 
and then formally consult with you. The stages of the speed review process are:

SPEED REVIEW STARTS Technical assessment of the road is carried out to find out about 
crash history, average vehicle speeds, volume of vehicles and 
development of surrounding areas. This helps to determine 
what safe and appropriate speeds should be.  

ENGAGEMENT
We talk to local communities and stakeholders to understand 
how the road is being used, any safety concerns and get 
feedback on speed limits.

FORMAL CONSULTATION Changing a speed limit is a legal process, so this stage involves 
sharing a detailed proposal with people and asking for any 
additional information that might have an impact on the final 
decision.

NOTIFICATION OF SPEED LIMIT CHANGE Final decision is published on our website and the public is 
notified.

NEW SPEED LIMIT ON THE ROAD New speed limit signs installed on the road.

HAVE YOUR SAY
Locals know their roads, so we want to hear  
what you think about current speed limits and  
the proposed changes to speed limits. You can 
provide feedback by:

• visiting: nzta.govt.nz/sh60-speed-review  
• emailing: tasman.speed.reviews@nzta.govt.nz
• commenting on our interactive map 

nzta.govt.nz/sh60-speed-review-feedback
• attend a drop-in session.

FIND OUT MORE AT 
OUR COMMUNITY 
DROP-IN SESSION

Wednesday 30 October – 12-6.00pm
Takaka Community Centre
88 Commercial St, Takaka


